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Requesting Letters

NINETYWt41’m  CONORE$S

As we all know, It has been possible for decades to record telephone conversations
surreptitiously. Today’s technology, however, makes possible data collection and moni-
toring with an ease and on a scale never before realized. Tracing Incoming calls; auto-
matically recording the numbers, times, and durations of all incoming and outgoing calls;
and recording prearranged conference calls are now features of many telephone systems.
Other information systems used by the Federal Government, such as personal computer work
stations as well as mainframes and centralized computer service systems, provide even
more avenues for surreptitious data collection.

Although modern Information technology is an essential Ingredient in today’s
environment, Its misuse would pose grave threats to our Individual freedoms. As a
result, I request that OTA undertake a review to determine the potential for abuse of
Federal telecommunications and related information systems, considering both current and
expected future technology, and weigh the prospects for limiting such abuses through
technology and/or legislation. I appreciate your prompt attention to this request.
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Dr . John H.
D i r e c t o r

June 3, 1985

Gibbons

Of f i ce  o f  Technology  Assessment
U s . Congress
Washington , D. C. 20510

Dear Dr. Gibbons:

The Judic iary  Committee ’ s  Subcommittee  on  Civ i l  and  Const i tu-
tional Rights,  which I chair here in  the  House  o f  Representat ives ,
has long been concerned with the need to preserve t r a d i t i o n a l
c iv i l  l ibert ies  in t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a d v a n c i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d
computer  technology .

It would  be  most  he lp fu l  to  have  f rom your  o f f i ce  a  s tudy  o f
current  and  expected  deve lopments  in  in format ion  technology
and the prospects for protecting privacy and other civil liberties
t h r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  i t s e l f .

I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  y o u r  o f f i c e ’ s
e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Don Edwards
Chairman
Subcommittee on Civil  and

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  R i g h t s


