
APPENDIX D: DHCP SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS FROM VA’S RFP

In March 1987, the Veterans Administration issued a request for proposals for

additional computer hardware to support DHCP. The terms of the proposed procurement

contract specified a mandatory quantity of equipment to be purchased in the first (Stage

1) of five procurement stages; Stages I through V specified additional quantities if the

contract% options for additional quantities were exercised.

Appendix II of the RFP sets forth the delivery schedule for the mandatory and

optional quantities, conditional on the availability of funds. Delivery of the mandatory,

Stage I, quantities to the 31 largest VAMCs and to the ISCs would be completed 60 to 180

days after completion of acceptance testing. Delivery of optional quantities in Stages 11

through V of the procurement to VAMCs and ISCs would be completed between 240 and

720 days after acceptance testing. Delivery of hardware procured in Stages I through 111,

sufficient to run Core Plus 8 in the 169 VAMCs using DHCP, would be complete by 450

days after acceptance testing.

Appendix I of the RFP, reproduced here as appendix table D-1, sets forth the

generic system requirements for the proposed procurement, by stages and cumulatively.

The requirements include computer facility square footage (SQUARE FOOT), throughput

units (TUs -- a TU is a computing capacity equivalency unit defined by VA as the

throughput of one DEC PDP11/44), disk storage capacity (DISK), number of active

partitions (ACT PAR -- a partition is memory allocated to a given MUMPS job process),

and number of peripheral device attachment points (ATTM PTS).

Based on VA data in table D-1, OTA calculates that procurements sufficient to run

Core Plus 8 in the 169 VAMCs using DHCP (i.e. procurements through Stage 111) would

correspond to between 60 and 65 per cent of the computer capacity and facilities of the

potential (five-stage) procurement if all quantity options were exercised.

1. Veterans Administration Department of Medicine and Surgery Decentralized
Hospital Computer Program. Request for Proposal for: Replacement Computer
Configurations, RFP #101-5-87, Mar. 9, 1987.
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