
Comparative Analysis of the 1976 ERDA
Plan and Program

May 1976

NTIS order #PB-254794



OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE

Emilio Q. Daddario, Director

Daniel V. De Simone, Deputy Director

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS TASK FORCE

MEMBERS

Don Kash, Chairman, University of Oklahoma

Michael Barker
American Institute of Architects

Tom Cochran
National Research Defense Council

Paul Craig
University of California

Albert Fritsch
Center for Science in the Public Interest

John Gibbons
University of Tennessee

Jerry Grey
Independent Consultant

Renal Larson
Georgia Institute of Technology

Robert Lundberg
Commonwealth Edison

Stanford Penner
University of California, San Diego

Alfred Perry
Institute for Energy Analysis

David Rose
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

George Seidel
Brown University

Robert Uhrig
Florida Power and Light

Alvin Weinberg
Institute for Energy Analysis

CONTRIBUTORS

University of Texas at Austin

Richard Bywaters Charles Kreitler

E. Linn Draper Michael Leesley

Charles Fergusson John Vanston

Gary Vliet

OTA ENERGY PROGRAM STAFF

Lionel Johns, Program Manager

Richard Rowberg, Project Leader

Audrey Buyrn Lisa Jacobson

Alan Crane Robert Jimeson

Patrick Gaganidze Joanne Seder

Linda Parker

. . .Ill



TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT BOARD Congress of the United States EM ILIO  Q. DADDARIO
OLIN E. TEAGUE, TEXAS, CHAIRMAN

DIRECTOR

CLIFFORD P. CASE, N. J., VICE CHAIRMAN O FFICE O F  TE C H N O L O G Y  A S S E S S M E N T  DANIEL V.  DE SIMONE

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASS. MORRIS K. UDALL, ARIZ. W A S H I N G T O N, D.C. 20510
ERNEST F. HOLLINGS, S.C. GEORGE E. BROWN, JR., CALIF.

DEPuTY DIRECTOR

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN. CHARLES A. MOSHER, OHIO

RICHARD S. SCHWEI KER, PA. MARVIN L. ESCH, MICH.

TED STEVENS, ALASKA MARJORIE S. HOLT, MD. M a y  2 7 ,  1 9 7 6
EMILIO Q. DADDARIO

Honorable Henry F1. Jackson
Chairman,  Committee on Interior

and  Insu la r  Af fa i r s
Uni ted  S ta tes  Sena te
Washington, D. C. 20510

Honorable Olin E. Teague
Chairman, Committee on

Science and Technology
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Gentlemen:

On behalf  of  the Office of Technology Assessment,  we are pleased
to  fo rward  a  repor t : Comparative Analysis of the 1976 ERDA Plan
and Program.

The report  represents the culmination of OTA’s study of ERDA,
begun in 1975, and  was  p repared  wi th  the  ass i s t ance  o f  r ep resen-
t a t ives  o f  the  s ix  pane l s  o f  expe r t s  wh ich  con t r ibu ted  to  the
first OTA report, An Analysis of the ERDA Plan and Program.—..—— ..—. ---...-....— . . . . . .-—.-—— -------
The present  s tudy is  an analysis  of  the program and plan which
is  annually submitted by ERDA to the Congress,  ent i t led:  A
National  Plan for Energy Research, Development and Demonstration:
Creating Energy Choices for  the Future. This analysis compares
the 1976 plan and program to the issues identif ied by OTA in
t h e  f i r s t- r e p o r t . This  report  is  being made available to your
committees in accordance with Public Law 92-484.

Chairman Vice Chairman
o f  t h e  B o a r d  of the Board
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Honorable Olin E. Teague
Chairman of the Board
Office of Technology Assessment
Congress of the United States
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This report ,  enti t led Comparative Analysis  of  the 1976 ERDA
Plan and Program, can be considered as the second in a series .
I t  builds upon an earl ier  report ,  An Analysis  of  the ERDA Plan
and Program, which examined the first ERDA Plan and Program,
and affords the opportunity to examine changes that  have taken
p lace  s ince  the  f i r s t  ve r s ion  was  submi t t ed . The report was
prepared at  the request  of  the Senate Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs and the House Committee on Science and
Technology.

Special thanks are due to ERDA Administrator, Dr. Robert Seamans,
J r . , and Assistant  Administrator,  Mr.  Roger LeGassie,  for  the
cooperat ion provided by ERDA on this  project . I t  shou ld  a l so
be noted that Dr. Seamans has again shown a high degree of
l eader sh ip ,  and  we  have  conf idence  as  a  r e su l t  t ha t  the  s ign i -
f icant  progress ERDA has shown during i ts  f i rs t  year of
opera t ion  wi l l  con t inue  in  the  t ime  ahead .

Ear ly  d ra f t  cop ies  o f  th i s  r epor t  were  used  to  b r i e f  some  o f
the Committees of  the Congress during their  considerat ion of
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n . T h i s  f i n a l  v e r s i o n
wil l  be provided to the Congress and made avai lable to the public .
Although the final ERDA 1976 Plan (Volume I) was provided to
OTA fo r  the  purposes  o f  th i s  ana lys i s ,  on ly  the  d ra f t  ve r s ion
of the ERDA 1976 Program (Volume II) was available.

EMILIO Q. DADDARIO
D i r e c t o r
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