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commercial production will occur.
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The construction and operation of a first
generation, commercial-sized, high-Btu coal
gasification plant is a prerequisite to any
decision on a coal-based synthetic natural
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The ERDA program on low-Btu coal gasifica-
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industrial furnaces, kilns, and ovens.
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Research on underground mining technology
is required if coal production is to double in
the next 10 years as projected.
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narrowly oriented toward fluidized bed com-
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The present  ERDA program to develop
integrated low-Btu gasifier, combined cycle
powerplants has underestimated their poten-
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The balance among various advanced energy
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ERDA must coordinate its activities with
those of other agencies relating to research
and development of fossil energy, This is
particularly evident in the problem of coal
cleanup.
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Even if mining technology is adequate to
support an expanded use of coal and oil shale
in the United States ,  there are potent ial
obstacles  associated with environmental ,
social, and political impacts of a massive
increase in mining.
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