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March 2, 1978

Honorable Henry M. Jackson
Chairman, Committee on Energy

and Natural Resources
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Harley O. Staggers
Chairman, Committee on Interstate

and Foreign Commerce
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Warren G. Magnuson
Chairman, Committee on Commerce,

Science and Transportation
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Board of the Office of Technology Assessment,
we are pleased to forward the results of the assessment of coal slurry
pipelines requested by your committees.

This assessment will aid in congressional deliberation over
proposed coal slurry pipeline legislation, and we hope it will
contribute to resolving larger questions of transportation policy,
water resource allocation, and social costs and benefits of energy
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Foreword

T h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  a n a l y z e s  t h e  c o s t s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  e c o n o m i c ,

s o c i a l ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  o f  c o a l  s l u r r y  p i p e l i n e s ,  a n d  i t

represents the results of a project undertaken in mid-1 976 at the re-

quest  o f  the Senate  Commit tee on Energy and Natura l  Resources;

the Senate Commit tee on Commerce,  Sc ience,  and Transpor ta t ion;

and the House Commit tee on In ters ta te  and Fore ign Commerce.  I  n

addi t ion to  a id ing in  congress iona l  de l iberat ion on severa l  b i l l s  that

p r o p o s e  g r a n t i n g  F e d e r a l  e m i n e n t  d o m a i n  t o  c o a l  s l u r r y  p i p e l i n e

enterpr ises,  the s tudy should  cont r ibute  to  reso lv ing broader  ques-

t i o n s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p o l i c y ,  w e s t e r n  w a t e r  a l l o c a t i o n ,  a n d

reg iona l  conf l ic ts  over  energy deve lopment .

The pages that  fo l low inc lude a  d iscuss ion o f  the poss ib le  e f -

fec ts  on soc ie ty  o f  coa l  s lur ry  p ipe l ine development ,  a  compar ison

of pipeline and unit train costs, and an analysis of relevant legal and

regula tory  issues.  F ind ings address condi t ions under  which s lur ry

p ipe l ines may be a t t rac t ive  in  terms of  cost  and the in f luence of

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e g u l a t o r y  p o l i c y .  A l s o  e v a l u a t e d  a r e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l

impacts  o f  SIur ry  p ipe l ine deve lopment  on the ra i l  indust ry ,  conse-

q u e n c e s  o f  p i p e l i n e  w a t e r  u s e  a s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  i m -

pacts  o f  increased coal  t ra in  t ra f f ic ,  and impl icat ions o f  the power

of eminent domain at the Federal, as opposed to State, level.

This report is another in the series of energy assessments that

a r e  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s  f o r  i t s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e

deve lopment  o f  nat iona l  energy po l icy .

RUSSELL W. PETERSON
Director
Office of Technology Assessment
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