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PREFACE

The Office of Technology Assessment is currently preparing an assessment
of energy from biological processes. In the course of this study we have carried
out an extensive analysis of alcohol fuels from agricultural products. This tech-
nical memorandum presents these findings in response to congressional interest

in synthetic fuels. The purpose of the memorandum is to illuminate the techni-

cal  and non-technical  issues surrounding the development  of  gasohol .  I t  dis-
cusses  the resource base,  product ion technologies ,  and economics  of  gasohol ,

and its use as a transportation fuel. The report also contains a discussion of the

environmental problems and benefits of producing and using gasohol, and the
social and institutional issues about using agricultural products for energy.

While  the memorandum does not  present  an analysis  of  pol icy issues ,  i t
does provide estimates of how much gasohol can be used at what cost, and the
long-term prospects  for  e thanol  product ion.  All  are  important  to  the current

congressional debate over development of a gasohol policy.

The final report on energy from biological processes is scheduled for deliv-

ery to Congress in January 1980 and will contain an analysis of policy options
about gasohol as well as other bioenergy technologies such as wood and metha-
nol  product ion.
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