
logical advancements; possible dominance of an
unknown factor, for instance, the discount
rate), these limitations are not sufficient to
preclude future CEA/CBA studies related to
the medical technology of orthopedic joint im-
plants.

It has been pointed out that the costs of ortho-
pedic joint implants can be more easily meas-
ured than the benefits. As a result, it is easy to
overemphasize the costs associated with such
procedures. Furthermore, there is a danger of
underestimating benefits by inadvertently dis-
counting the value of relieving pain and restor-
ing functional ability to a predominantly non-
working population. Therefore, it might be sug-
gested that studies of othopedic joint implant
technology should focus on the efficiency and
cost effectiveness of alternative investments
related to orthopedic joint implants.

A CEA study of the artificial hip would be a
particularly worthwhile future research en-
deavor. Since the necessary data are available,
it would be possible to complete the study rela-
tively quickly, easily, and inexpensively. Be-
cause arthritis affects so many persons and in
most cases eventually affects the hip joint, a
CEA study of the artificial hip to answer ques-
tions such as those listed below would be of
widespread interest.

What are the costs of artificial hip im-
plants?
For which population cohorts is it most
cost effective to adopt this technology?
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