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Technology Assessment Act of 1972

P u b l i c  L a w  9 2 - 4 8 4
9 2 n d  C o n g r e s s ,  H. R.  10243

October  13,  1972

A n  A r t

To establish an Offlee of Technology Assessment for the C’mlgrws  as an aid in
the identitlcation  and consideration of existing and probahle impacts of tech-
nological application ; to amend the >“ational  Science Foundation Act of
1950;  and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the ,’$enate  and 170use of A’epreaentativea of t?w
L’nited ~$’tates o America in Congreaa  as~ernbled, TM this Act rna,y

4be cited as the” echnology  ~~ssessment  Act of 1972”.

PINDI.N~S  AND DECI..iR.\TION  OF PURPOSE

SEC. 2. The Congress hereby finds and declares that:
(a) As technology rontinues  to change and expand rapidly, its

applications are—
(1) large and growing in scale; and
(2) increasingly extensii’e,  per~’asi}e, and critical in their

impact, beneficial tinri adt’erse, on the n a t u r a l  a n d  social
en~ironrnent.

(b)  Tllerefare, it is essentitll  thtit, to the fullest extent possible. the
~.o~~sequences  of technologies] Nppl icat ions be ~nt icipated, understood,
tind considered in determination of puhl ic pvl icy on existing and
+mergillg nnt ionnl  problems.

(c)  The (’ol]gress  further finds that:
( 1 ) tlie Federnl n~encies presently  lwponsible  directly to the

( ‘otlgress iire Ilot deslglled  to provide tl]e legislative branch with
adequ~lte and t i mel~’ in form~t ion. independently developed,
rela? in:~ to tile potential impact of tech nolcgica]  nppl icat ions,
Nnd

(2)  tile preset)t mech}illisms of the (’ongI~ss  do not and are not
tiesig]~ed  to prey’ide the Iegisli{t ii.e bri~]l~h with  such information.

( d ) .lccordil~~lj,  it is ne$essary  for the (’(n~ress  t*
( 1 ) equip itself with new and effertl~’e  rneuns for securing

(’ompete]]t, u]~hiased information concerning the ph~’sical, bio-
logical, ecm]omic, sfwinl, ilnd polit ic;~l effects of such applications;
iln d

(Y) utilize this informtition, whenever appropriate, as one
factcr  il) the le~isltltive wwssment of matters pending before the
( ‘ongress, p~irticu!crlj  in those instances ~~”here the Federal Gov-
ertl nw~it n);Ij’ be CI1l led upon to consider support for. or manage-
nwnt or regu 1}1 t ion  of.  tech no]ogic:l 1 app]  icnt ions.

: ;Et. :3. ( 8 ) III u{mrdu])ct~ with the findings and declaration of pur-
post’ i n stwt iol] ~. t }Iert. is her(~by cleated the office of Technolo  .
.issessmel]t ( hereil]after  referred to as the “Office”) which shall E
\\-it hi]l UI~d ]eslml}sible to t ht~ legislat i J.P brunch of the (government.

(b) TINI OfficP shall cm~sist of a Technology Assessment Board
( hereinafter referred to M the bb130nrd’-) which shall formulate and
pron~l]l~att~ tht~ policiw  of th~ OfficP,  and a. I)irector who shall carry
i)llt sllc]l 1~:)1 icies and n(lm inist~r the op~rat]ons  of thy Office.

(c) ‘l%’ basic flll~ction  of t}le Office shall be to provide twrl-y indica-
t Iol\s of t tw probable bel]eficlal and nd~’erse  impacts of the applica-
t ions of ttwhnoiogs’ and to develop other  coordinnt~  information which
n]ay assist  tht> (’oIIgIvss.  II) cnrr?”ing  mlt sIlch f]l]wtion,  the  Officv
St)n 11 :

( 1  )  ldent  ifj’ exist II\g or ])rohnhl~ i mpncts of ttwllnf]log,v  or
ttwhnological  programs;
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(2) where  post)le,  ascertain cause-a] ~d-effect  relationships:
(3) identify alternative technological methods of implementing

specific programs;
(4) identify alternative programs for achieving requisite

goals;
(5) make estimates and comparisons of the impacts of alterna-

t ive methods and  pro=~ams;
(6) present findings of completed analyses h the appropriate

!egislnti%-e  tiutlwritles:
.(7) identify areas where additional research or data collection

is required to provide adequate support for the assessments and
eatimates  described in paragraph ( 1 ) through ( 5 ) of this sub-
section; and

(8) undertake such additional associated activities as the
appropriate author$les specified under subsection (d) ma,y  direct.

(d) Assessment activkles  undertaken by the Office may  be initiated
ilpon  the request of:

(1) the chairman of any standing, special, or select  committee
of either House of the Congress, or of an}’  joint committee of
the Congress, acting for himself or at the request of the ranking
minorit~’  member or a majority of the committee members;

(2) the Board; or
(3) the Director. in consultation m-ith  the Board.

(e) .ks.essments  made b? the Office, il~cltlding  information, sur-
veys, studies. reports. and findings related thereto, shall be made
available to the initiating committee or other appropriate commit-
tees of the Congress. In addition, anv such information, surveys.
studies. reports, and findings produced  by the Office may be made
ti}viilable  to the public  exce t where-

Y(1) to do w would vio ate security statutes: or
(2) the Board considers it necessary or advisable to withhold

such information in accordance with one or more of the numbered
paragraphs in section 55Z?(b)  of title 5, I’nited States Code.

TECHh-OLOOY A S S E S S M E N T  ROARD

SEC. 4. (a) The Board shall  consist of thirteen members as  follows:
( 1 ) six Members of the Senxtcq  appointed by the President

pm tempore  of the Senate, three from the majority party and
thm  from the minority party;

(2 six Members of the House of Representatives appointed by
Athe ~ker  of the House of Representatives, three from the

majority party and  three from the minority party; and
(3) the Director, who shall not be a voting member.

(b) T“acancies  in the membership of the Board shail  not affect the
power of the remainin  members to execute the functions of the Board

%and shall be filled in t e same manner  as in the case of the original
}Ippointment.

(c) The Board shall select a chairman and a vice chairman from
~mong  its members at the beginning of each Congress. The vice chair-
man shall act in the place  and stead of the chairman in the  absence of
the chairman. The chairmanship and the  vice chairmanship shall
alti~ati  between the  S~nate  and the Houw of Representatives with
each  Congreas.  The chairman during each even-numbered Congress
shall be selected by the 3fembera  of the  House of Representatives on
the  Board  from among  their number. The  vice ch~irmnn  dnring each
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( ‘ongress  shall be t.hosen  111  the same ma]mer  fro)ll  that HOU.W  of
Congress other than the Holwe  of C’ongress  of which  the chairman is
a 31ember.

(d) The Board is authorized to sit and act at such places and times
during the sessions, recesses, and adjourned periods of Congreas,  and
upon a vote of a majority’ of its members. to require by subpena  or
otherwise the attendance of such witnesses and the production of such
books. papers, and documents, to administer such oaths and affirma-
tions, to take  such testlmrm}..  to procure such -printing  and binding,
and  to make such expenditures. as it deems advwable.  The Board may
make such rules respecting its organization and procedures as it deems
neressary,  except that no recommendation dlall  be reported from the
Board unl,w  a majority of the  Board assent. Subpens,a  ma,v be issued
o~-er  the signature of the rha irman of the Board  or of an~’ voting mem-
her designated b~’ him or by the Board, and may be wrved by such
person or persons as  may be designated  by such chairman or member.
The chairman of the Board or an~:  ~’oting  member therenf  may
~dminister  o~tl~s  or affirmations to wltnwses.

I) IRI.:( “D IR \\’l)  l) F. PI-TI- I) IR}:(-T(  )1{

S}:(’. 3. ( a ) The 1 )i rector of t h e  OfiiCII of Techllolog~”  .Maessment
+a]l  be appointed b~. th~  Board  and shall sert-e  for ~ term of six
t“ea[s  unless sooner r~nwl”ed  by the  Board.  He shall receive basic pay
;it the  rate  pro~-ided  for level  III of the  F.xecut  ive  Schedllle  under
wction  5.314  of title .5, I_-n ited  states  Code.

(b) In addition to the  powers  and duties \-ested  in him b}” this Act.
the  Director shall  exercise such powers and dutips  M ma}-  be delegated
to him by the Board.

(c) ‘rhe  Director ma}. appoint with the approval of the  Board.  a
l)eputy  Director who shall perform such functions as the Director
mav prescribe and WI]O  shall be .U, ting  Director during the  absence
(jr incapacity, of the Director or in the event of n vacancy in the o5ce
of Director. The Ihput~,  Director shall  recei~”e  basic pa]-  at the rate
prof.ided  for level  11’  of the  F;xecutive  Schedllle  Ilnder  section 5315  of
title  ,5. I’nited States Code.

(d) Seitller the Director nor the Deput}’  I)irector  shal]  engage  in
imy other business, vocation, or employment than that of serving as
such  Director or De uty Director, as the case may be; nor shall  the
Dirwtor  or Deputy fiirector, except with the approval of the Board,
hold  anv office  in, or act in anv  ca acity  for. ally or~nizntion.  agency,
or institution with which the 8fire mrike.s  nn~” contratt  o r  o t h e r
nrrangernent  under  this .Ict.

.\rrHORrrv Im. mm i }FFI{T;

S E C. 6. (a)  The Office shall  ha}.e  the nllthorit~-l  withi]l  tbr limits of
ti}’ailable  appropriations, to do all things necessary to carry  out the
l)rovlsions  of this .\rt. including. but without being limited to. the
>t ut}]ority  t~

(1) make full IN, of competent person]]el  nnd organizations
outside the  OffiCe. public or prl~.ate,  and form specinl  ad hoc
t~sk  forces or make other arrangements when  approprintc;

(2) ~nter  into contracts or other  rtrrangements  as m~y  be neces-
sary for the conduct of the work of the ?fice  with any  ngency
or i nstr~lmentnlitv  of the  l-n itwl  .Stntes,  w]tl~  :]]]}- .Stntp,  territory,

Meet lnge.

Subpena.

Appointment.

Canpensation.

83 Stat. 863.

Rnployment
restriction.

Contmcts.



P u b .  L a w  9 2 - 4 8 4 - 4 - O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  1 9 7 2 O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  1 9 7 2 - 5 -
00 =JIA1 . Q-

(Jr posstaIoI~  or rtIIv po]lt Ical  SIIbd  I \.lsI 01) t IIt, reef, or with RUV

00 stat. 499;
93 stat. 1 9 0 .

Reootikeepl~

Agenoy
o oope mti on.

Perllonnel
detai 1.

Meinberehip.

. .
person, firm,  assoc~at  ion, c{)rpornt  Ion, or educat  ionul  institution,
\$” Ith or wlt }Iollt  re I mbu  rst,rn~,nt, wit }lollt  pertormrrnce  or other
txmrls,  and  wlthol]t  regard to wction  :11’~)fl  of the Re\-ised  Statutes
(41  [“.s.(’. :)) :

(3) make ad~’ance.  prl)grt’ss.  and other  pa}ments  which relat~
to technology  mwssrnent  w]thout  regrtrcl  t o  t h e  pro~.  isions  o f
section 364H of the  Rev]sed  Statutes ( 31 (“. S. C’. .529) ;

(+) accept and utilize the services of voluntary and uncompen-
sated personnel necessary for the conduct of the work of the Office
nnd prot’lde  trunsportatwn and subsistence m authorized by
section 5703  of t]tle  5, l-nited  States (’ode, for persons ser~-ing
without compensation;

(5) acquire by purchase, lease, loan, or gift, imd  hold and dis-
pose of by sale, lease,  or loan. real  aud personal property of all
kinds nece.csar)’  for or rmultlng froru the exercise of authority
granted by this .Act; und

(6) prescribe such rules  and r~~ulations  w it deems  necessary
governin g the  operation and organlzrrtion  of the Wice.

(b) Contractors and other pnrties  entering into contracts ~ind other
tirrangernents  under  this sect  itm which in~-ol  \e costs to the (io~’ernment
shall maintain such books and related records as wi II faci [itate  an effec  -
tl~’e  audit in such detail and m such maru]er  as shall be prescribed by
the Office, and such books and  records ( ti)d related  dcxunlents and
papers) shall be available to the Wliee  and the (’ornptrollcr  General
of the L“nited  States, or an~.  of their dul}’  authorized reprcsentati~-es,
for the urpose  of audit and-examination.

(c) fhe Office, m carrying out the
r

rovlsions  of this .tct, shall not,
Itself.  operate any laboratories. pilot p ants, or test facilities

(d) The (Mice  is authorized to secure directly from any executive
(iepa  rtment or agency information, suggestions, estimates, statistics,
and  technical asmstance  for the pur

r
se of carrying out its functions

under this .ict. Each such executive epartment  or agency  shall furnish
tl]e  Information,  sug(~est  Ions, es t imates .  statistic=.  and te{hnical
w+wstance  directly to t\e  (Mice  upon its request.

( ~ ) On request of the (Mice,  the head  of an}’  exccutl~e  department or
Ilgerlcy. nlaJ-  detail. with or without relmbumement.  nn]’  of its person-
]iel  to assist the Office  in carrying out Its functions under  this .~et.

(f) The Director shall. in accordance w]th  such policles  M the Board
shall prewrlbe. a~)point  and fix the cotnpensat  Ion  of sl]ch  ‘personnel rts
lna~.  be necessary to rarry  out the  provisions of this .\ct.

I:sT.t81.lSH3fE5’T  ~ ~F Tfl E TECH >-OLOOY  .lSSES83fE3”T  ADI’160RY  [“l)L_>-CIL

~w. 7. ( a ) The ~ Mire shall  e.stabllsh  a T e c h n o l o g y  .lsw+sment
.ldii~ry  ( ‘f~ulwil  ( herell~after  rpferred  to as tile ‘$( ‘ounr]l  ”” ). Tile
(’ourwl  1 shall he r{mllmwd  of the followln~  t.~velve  members:

( 1 ) ten memhers  ~rom  the publ]r.  to be ap]>Olntf’d  by the  BoaId.
iiho shall be pelxons  eminent m one or more fields  of the l)h~’sical.
blolcygcal.  or ~(jclal  sciences  or engineering or expf,  rienced  In the
adrnln  )st rat]{)n of tech  nol(}glral  art I \lt lPS, or who mnv be ju(lg~’d
(Iuill  ifiwl on t Ilf’ hasis nf cnnt rlhllt Ions madf, to fy]llrat ii)lla] ,)l.  pIIij.

1 ic ~(t l~lt]w:
(2) tlrf  (’comptroller Genera]: and
(3)  the  Dirertor  of the  [ ‘n]]gressirmal  Ilesearrh Sery]ce of the

l.ihrnry  of (’ongrew.

(1) ) ‘1’Iw ( ‘o(iti,il,  (] N)l]  rwluest  bl the  Board, slIall-
( 1 ) re~”iew  tin d’ make recommendations to the Board on activ-

it~es undertaken by tl]e  Office  or on the initiation thereof in
accordanc~  with section :}(d) :

(~)  review and make recommendations h the Board on the
tindings  of anJ’  asswsment  made b~’  or for the Office; and

(3) undertake such add itional  relatwi  tasks }JS  the Board may
dlrw=t.

( c ) The Council, by majority vote, shall elect  from its members
}Lppointed  under subsection ( a ) ( I ) of this section a Chairman and a
\ ice L’l]airman,  who shall serve for such time and under such condi-
tions as the (’ouncil  may prescribe. In the absence of the Chairman, or
in the event of his incapacity, the ~“im  Chairman shall act as
(’hairman.

(d) The term of oflice  of each member of the Council appointed
under subsection (a) ( 1 ) shall be four years except that any  such
member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expmation
of the term for which his predecessor was appointed shall  be appointed
for the remainder of such term. X-o person shall be appointid a member
{~f the council  under subwction  ( a ) ( 1 ) more than twice. Terms of the
members appointed under subsection ( a ) ( 1 ) shall be stag ered so as

ito establish a rotating merribersh~p  according to such  met od as the
JJoard  may  devise.

(e) (1) The mcnl~rs  of the  t’oyllcil other than those appointed
l~nder  subsection ( a ) ( 1 ) shall recel  ~.e no pa~’  for their services as
rnernbers  of the  Council. but shall be allowed necessary tra~’el  expenses

~ or, )n the alternwt]~e,  rnilea~w  for use of prliatel}  owned ~ehicl~
and a per diem in Ileu  of subsistence at not to exceed the rate prescribed
In sect Ions 5702  and ~’io~ of title 5. I-nited St*tes Code), and other
necessarl  expenses incurred by them in the performance of duties
~.ested  in the  Council. without  regard to the pro~.isions  of subchapter 1
of chapter .-)7 and section .5731 of titlv  .5. I-nited States Cl&, and regula-
t ions promulgated thereu]~der.

(~) The members  of the  Co(lnci]  appointed under subjection (a) (1)
shrill recei  t.e compensation for each da}  engaged in the actual per-
formar~ce  of duties \ested  ir~  the Council at rates of pay not in excess
t~f the daill.  eclui~,alent  of the hlvhest  rate of basic pa~’  set forth in the
Gner-a] Schedule  of sect ion .t.%?~(a ) of title 5, [-nited  States Code.
and in addition shall  be rei mbllrsed  for travel. sllbsistence.  and other
]lecc.swtrv  e~penses  irl t+c m~ n ner-  pro~-lded  for other  members of the
(’ollncil  llnrler  paragrttph  ( 1 ) of this suhswtion.

[7_lLIZAl”10S (IF ‘[’HE I. IBRARY  ( )}- ( ‘O X’(;RESS

.<Fx.  K ( a ) TO c>arr\. out the objtwt I ~es of this .Ict, the  I.ibmririn  of
( ‘ougress  is authorizeii  to make  a~-ailable  to the office  surh services and
,(sslstanre  of the  Corlgressiorml Rwearrh  Ser\”ice  as may be appropri -
nte  and feasible.

(b) Such  .+r%”im ard assist~nc’e  nmde a~ri~lable to the (Mice shall
IIIC1 u(de, but uot be Iim ited to, Nll  of the services and assistance which
t i l e  (’ongrYssionN] ~esear. ch ~ervlce IS nt}wrv.-ise a u t h o r i z e d  t o  pro-

\. I de t o the (Tongrwjs.

( c ) Sothing in this w)tioli shall alter  <Jt tnodif~, anv services or
I r-.ponsibl  I it ies, other t hrrn t hose performpd  for the OfR;e, which t 11P
( “on~messinnnl Re.serrnh +rj i(e ~l]]der lrr w performs for or on hehrrlf
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of the (’ongresa. “1’lw  librarian is, however, >Iutl)orized  to establish
within the Congressional Research Ser}.  ice such additional divisions,
groups, or other orgnnizaticmal  entities as may be necessary to carry
{~ut  the purpose of this .4ct.

(d) Servmes  rmd assistance made av~ilable  to the CMice hy the Con-
gressional Resenrch  service in accordance w-ith  this section may be
provided with or without  reimbursement from funds of the Otlice,  as
ngreed upon by thv Board  and the I.ibraritin  of Congress.

L-TILIZATIOX- OF THE ( 3  E\-}:RAL ACCot”X-TIN”(;  ( )FFI(.P’

SM.  9. (a) Financial and administrative services (including those
r~]ated  to budgeting. accounting. financial reporting, personnel,  and
procurement) and such other ser\’ices as may be appropriat~  shall be
provided the Office by the General Accounting Office.

(b) Such services and assistance to the Office shall  include, but not
be limit~d  to, all ,of the ae,rvices and assistance which the ~ene~l
.~ccountmg  Office 1s otherwise authorized to provide to the Congress.

(c) Sothing  in this section shall alter or modif~’  any serwces  or
responsibilities. other than those performed for the Office, which the
(lenernl  Accounting Otlice under law performs for or on behalf of t}w
(’on ress.

(~) Ser}-icvs and a=istance  made a\ailable  to the office  b.v the Gen-
eral Accounting (Mice in accordance with  this section may h pro}’ided
\\-ith  or without  reimbu~ment  from funds of the ofikw.  as ngreed
IIpon  by the Board and the Comptroller Gneral.

( ’ (X )IU)INATIOS-  1$’ITH  TIIE NATIOSAL  SCI}:>’{”E H IL- X” DATIOX

SEC.  10. (a)  The (Mice shall maintain a continuing liaison w“ith  the
>“ational  Science Foundation with respect&

(1) grants and contracts formulated or activated by the Foun-
dation which are for purposes of technology assessment; and

(!2)  the romotion of coordination inareasof  technology aasess-
YIment, and t e avoidance of unnecesa ry duplication or overlapping

of research activities in the development of technology’ assessment
techniques and pro rams.

‘?(b) Section 3(b) of t ~e National Science Foundation Act of 1950,
M amended (42 U.S.C.  1862(b) ), is amended to read as follows:

“(b)  The E’oundation is authorized to initiate and support  specific
scientific activities in connection with mutters relating to international
cfwperatiol~, national security, and the effects of scientific applications
llpon society bj- making contracts or other arrangements (including
grants,  loans  and ~thel. forms of assistance) fo r t he conduct  of such
activiti~.  Mien initinted  or supported pursuant to requests made by
any other Federal department or agwcy,  including the Office of Tech-
IIolog~’  Assessment, such activities shall be financed whenever feasible
from funds trnmsferred to the Foundation by the requesting official as
provided in section 14( ), and any”  such activities shall be unclassified

fitl)d  shall be identified ~. the Foundation as heing undertaken at the
request of the tipprnprinte  otlicial. ”’

. \  N>-~.4L  REP! IRT

SE(. 11. The  Ofliw  shn]l  submit to the (’ongress  WI wnual  report
%hich  shall  include. b~lt not br 1 imitwl  to. an v~”aluation  of technology
iwwsme]lt  techniques nnd identi  ticat  ion, insofar w may be feasible.
of twllnologic~l  arvas  tind  programs requiring futurw anal?’sis.  .Such
r e p o r t  s h r i l l  be sllbmittvd  not inter than 31a rch  1.“) of each yetir.
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.43TROPXUATION8

SEC. 12. (a) To enable the 05ce to carry out iti powers and duties,
there is hereby authorized to be appropriated to the Office, out of any
money in the Treasury not otherwise
$5,000,000 in the aggregate for the two L

a propmati,  not to exceed
1 years ending June 80,

1973, and June 30,1974, and thereafter suchsums as may be necessa .
(b) Appropriations made pursuant to the authority rovided?’n

subsection (a) shall remain available for obligation For expendi-
ture% or for ob!i

x
“oil m periods asticn a~d ~R&tGm fOr  ~~C~ ~~.

may be specifi in the Act making such appropmatlons.
Appr~ved  O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  1972.

LEGISLATIVE KfSTORY:

HOUSE REPf)RTs: No. 92469 (Cam. on Soienoe  and Astmnautios)  end
No. 92.1436 (Caren.  of Conferex?ae).

SENATE REPORT N o .  9 2 - 1 1 2 3  (Comn.  on Rules and Adn lrdstratlon).
2ONGRFSS1ONAI, RECORD, vol. 118 ( 1972) :

Feb. 8, ooneldered  and passed House.
Sept.14,  considered and passed Senate, amended.
S ept .22, S crate agreed to eonferenoe repoti.
Oot. 4, Houe e agreed to oonferenoe report.
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