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Foreword

This report addresses four major areas: 1) the status of criminal history record
systems in the United States; 2) the alternatives for a national computerized crim-
inal history (CCH) system; 3) the possible impacts of such a system; and 4) the
relevant policy issues that warrant congressional attention to ensure that the bene-
ficial impacts of a national CCH system are maximized and the possible adverse
impacts controlled or minimized.

Conducted at the request of the House and Senate Committees on the Judi-
ciary, this study is the last of four components of the OTA assessment of Societal
Impacts of National Information Systems. The other components include a
September 1981 OTA report on Computer-Based National Information Systems:
Technology and Public Policy Issues; a March 1982 background paper on Selected
Electronic Funds Transfer Issues: Privacy, Security, and Equity; and an August
1982 OTA report on Implications of Electronic Mail and Message Systems for
the U.S. Postal Service.

In preparing this CCH report, OTA has drawn on working papers developed
by OTA staff and contractors, extensive related research on criminal history record
systems carried out by SEARCH Group, Inc., and others, and operating data and
descriptive information provided by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and var-
ious States. The final draft of this report was reviewed by the OTA project ad-
visory panel and by a broad spectrum of interested individuals and organizations
from the criminal justice community.

OTA appreciates the participation of the advisory panelists, external reviewers,
and others who helped bring this study to fruition. It is, however, solely the respon-
sibility of OTA, not of those who so ably advised and assisted us in its preparation.
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