FAQs for Princeton in Africa Applicants, 2012-13
About Eligibility
Who, exactly, is eligible for PiAf?

Young alumni and graduating seniors from any non-profit college or university in the United States are eligible to apply. Prior experience in Africa is not a prerequisite.

Is PiAf really open to students who graduated from other colleges and universities? It seems that current and past Fellows all graduated from Princeton. 

Yes, PiAf is really, truly open to students from other schools! Current and past Fellows are all graduates of Princeton because this is the third year that our application process has been open to students and alumni of other colleges and universities. 
So what chance do I have of getting in if I’m not a Princeton graduate? Are a certain number of spots “reserved” for Princeton alumni?
We are unable to quantify an applicant’s chances, and we do not have quotas or other systems in place. Please note that at the end of the day, we are looking to make the best matches that we can between our applicants and our partner organizations in the field. PiAf must take into consideration candidates’ skills, backgrounds, and preferences as well as our partners’ needs. Hence, your abilities and preferences will play a larger role than your alma mater in determining whether you move forward in PiAf’s placement process.
Are graduate students eligible to apply?

Yes, graduate students may also apply as long as they are also recent graduates of non-profit colleges or universities in the United States. 

I am an American citizen, but I attend(ed) a college/university located outside the United States. May I apply?

No. At this time, PiAf is open only to young alumni and graduating seniors from non-profit colleges and universities in the United States.

I am an international student (not an American citizen) but I recently graduated from a non-profit college or university in the United States.  May I apply?

Yes.  International students who have recently graduated from a non-profit college or university in the US may apply.  Note that PiAf cannot help with or advise on any visa or legal issues related to participating in our fellowship program.

About the Application

What is the deadline? Do my materials have to be received by the deadline or postmarked by the deadline? 

The deadline for 2012-2013 fellowships is Monday, November 21, 2011 at 5:00 PM. While it would be ideal to have all application materials received at that time, we will accept those applications that are postmarked on or before November 21st and arrive later.

The application instructions say that I have to submit an online application and upload supplemental documentation to this application.  I also read that I have to mail hard copies of my application materials to the PiAf office.  Do I really have to do both?

Yes.  For the 2012-13 fellowship application we have developed a new online application that allows PiAf staff to organize and process applicants’ vital information.  However, our interview panel consists of PiAf staff, board members and former Fellows who are spread out around the US and the world.  We need both the application materials you submit online and your mailed application materials to be complete so we can easily distribute them to our panel of interviewers.

Can I mail my application materials separately or do they all have to come together in one packet?

Your materials may be mailed separately. We do, however, appreciate application materials that arrive together in the same packet! 

Where should I mail my application? 

Please direct your materials to the following address:

Princeton in Africa—Application

194 Nassau Street, Suite 219
Princeton, NJ 08542

If you would like to drop off your materials in person, please bring them to our office at 194 Nassau Street. 
Can you let me know if my transcripts/letter of reference/application was received? 

Due to the volume of materials received, it is impossible for PiAf to confirm the receipt of every application. Please use the tracking systems offered by USPS, FedEx, and other delivery services to ensure the delivery of your materials. 

Do I really need to submit an official transcript?

Yes. And if your school delivers the transcript to you, please do not open the envelope before sending the transcript to us. (It is no longer official if the seal on the envelope is broken.) 
Do I need to submit a transcript from the school where I studied abroad?

Yes. If obtaining an official transcript from a school abroad will be difficult, you may submit a copy or an unofficial transcript from the school. 
Why do I need to submit a photo? What kind of photo should I submit?

Please submit a 4” x 6” color photo of yourself. Your face should not be obscured and you should be the main focus of the picture. Photos help the selection committee keep track of who’s who as applications are reviewed, and they may also be used in promotional materials should you be selected for a fellowship. 
Whom should I ask to write my letter of recommendation? 
Your letter of recommendation should be written by a professor, employer, or volunteer supervisor who knows you well. Having trouble deciding whom to ask? You might consider asking someone who can speak to your character as well as your abilities (or potential) in the workplace, in a difficult or stressful setting, in a foreign country, or in tackling a significant academic project or issue. 
May I submit more than 1 letter of recommendation? 

No. Only one letter of recommendation will be read. Please do not submit more than one, as this will cause delays in reviewing your application.  

What is the purpose of the “Alternative Plans” question? I am considering applying to other programs. Will this negatively affect my application? 

PiAf recognizes that applicants have diverse interests and may submit applications to other programs or organizations. This will not disqualify you from consideration for PiAf, so please be honest when answering the question on the application form regarding alternative plans. This information helps us get a better sense of you and what kind of PiAf fellowship might be a good match.
Which fellowships will be available next year?

The list of fellowships available for 2012-2013 has not yet been finalized. However, you may use the list of current fellowships (posted on our website at http://www.princeton.edu/piaf/index_files/1112Fellows.htm) as a guideline for which posts are likely to be offered next year. Many of PiAf’s fellowship positions do repeat from year to year. Note that some new fellowships are under consideration to be added and it is possible that some current posts may not be continued. PiAf aims to offer about 30 fellowships in about 15 countries for 2012-2013.
Do I have to list any preferences? How seriously will my preferences be taken? Does it help or hinder me to be specific or vague in this section of the application?

It is not necessary to list preferences on the application form, but it does help application reviewers get a sense of your interests. If you do have strong feelings about the type of work, organization, or area in which you would like to be placed, feel free to indicate those. Please note, however, that any such preferences indicated are not set in stone. (For example, you would not be “locked in” to a public health fellowship simply because you indicated an interest in health on your application form; PiAf would consider you for other opportunities if appropriate.) PiAf also can not guarantee that a candidate would receive a fellowship that meets all of the preferences he/she specified. 
Ultimately, PiAf uses the preferences as a starting point for continued conversations with candidates. It is advised that you be honest while completing this section of the application form and also keep in mind that a certain degree of flexibility may enhance the likelihood of your placement. 
Is there a certain GPA I have to have in order to qualify for a fellowship? How much does my GPA matter?

PiAf does not have a minimum GPA requirement. Your academic record is just one component of your application which will be taken into consideration by the selection committee. 

When will I hear whether I’ve been granted an interview?

The selection committee will review applications throughout the month of December. Candidates who will be invited to interview will be notified by early January. 
I am not a Princeton student. Do I have to be at Princeton for the interviews in January and pre-departure orientation in May? Can PiAf cover these costs?

An in-person interview is preferable, but if you are unable to be in Princeton during our pre-scheduled interview weekends, we will consider interviewing you via phone or Skype instead. The pre-departure orientation program is mandatory for selected Fellows. 

Unfortunately, PiAf is unable to cover the costs of bringing candidates to Princeton for interviews and orientation. 
How many applications do you receive each year? 
For the 2011-2012 fellowship year we received over 300 applications. 

About the Selection Process

How does the placement process work? 

PiAf’s placement process is a very personalized one. We work hard to find the best match for both Fellows and partner organizations, and we work closely with candidates and representatives from our partner organizations throughout the process.
What does that mean for candidates? Following interviews in January, you may be asked to speak further with PiAf about your interests and skills. PiAf may engage you in a series of continued conversations, and as PiAf comes to know you and your goals better, your dossier may be put forward for consideration for a specific fellowship. You may be asked to write a statement of intent for an organization and then be interviewed again by a prospective host organization. If they agree with PiAf that you would be a good match for that position, PiAf would extend a fellowship offer to you. At that time, you would have 3 days to consider the offer. You must accept or decline the offer within 3 days so that PiAf can keep its placement process rolling as quickly as possible for both candidates and partner organizations. 

When will placements be made?

All placements are made on a rolling basis. Due to the number of candidates and partner organizations with which PiAf works, it is impossible to announce all decisions at once or on a set date. PiAf does, however, aim to make placements as quickly as possible. Most placements occur in March and April, although in previous years some placements have been made as early as February and as late as June. 

May I suggest my own partner organization? I have an organization in mind that I’d really like to work with.
While PiAf is always open to considering new partnerships, it is generally not possible for candidates to suggest an organization with which they would like to work. The process of setting up a new partnership often requires a significant amount of time, and PiAf generally begins discussing new partnerships a full year in advance.

That being said, if you would like to suggest a new partnership for PiAf’s general consideration, please be in touch with PiAf staff.

About the Fellowship Experience
How long are fellowships and when do they begin/end?

Fellowships are 12 months long. The exact start and end dates are to be determined by the host organization and the Fellow once the candidate has been confirmed. Fellows generally begin between June and September and are in place until the following summer. It is recommended that new Fellows attempt to overlap with the previous Fellow in their position (where possible). Even if only for a few days, this overlap period will greatly assist the new Fellow with getting settled and oriented. 
Does PiAf offer fellowships that are longer than one year? Do people stay longer than a year?
PiAf fellowships are only 1 year long. Some Fellows do remain with their host organization or elsewhere in Africa longer than one year, but they do so in their own capacity. (That is, they receive a job offer from the organization or they make their own arrangements to work/volunteer for another organization.) 

Is it possible to apply to law/medical/graduate school from Africa? What if I need to return to the United States for school interviews?

Yes, it is possible to apply to such programs while abroad. Based on your location, you may face some challenges in internet connectivity or even the availability of electricity. However, Fellows have successfully navigated this process in the past. If you anticipate the need to travel for an extended period of time for interviews, PiAf requests that selected Fellows discuss this early with their host organization.
As a Fellow, who will I be working with? What will my work environment be like? Are there a lot of opportunities for field work?
Your working environment will depend on the host organization with which you work. Some Fellows work closely with a supervisor or colleague(s); others work more independently. Some Fellows work in offices that are filled with local staff; others work with a high number of expatriates. Some Fellows are based in an organization’s country office and occasionally take trips to the field; others are based in rural areas where every day feels like field work. It is important to remember that all work environments have pros and cons, and that PiAf will do its best to match you with a work environment in which you feel comfortable. 
What are Fellows’ social lives like?
A Fellow’s social life will depend on where he/she has been placed. Major urban areas generally offer a healthy expat scene and a variety of restaurants, bars, and other locales that Fellows may enjoy frequenting. In smaller cities and more rural areas, Fellows may find fewer expats, but the opportunities for interaction with locals may be easier to come by. 
What about safety and security? 
These issues vary from country to country. For example, some countries have higher levels of crime than others. Fellows are advised to remain alert and to be cautious about their activities and their belongings. 

PiAf’s Programs Committee vets each placement prior to finalizing a fellowship, and PiAf makes every effort to avoid sending Fellows into dangerous situations. Partner organizations working in potential areas of unrest must have good policies in place for evacuating a Fellow should the need arise. In addition, Fellows are briefed prior to their departure on safety and security, including preparation for emergencies, street smarts, and the importance of keeping abreast of local and regional news. 
And, along with health insurance, PiAf provides medical evacuation services to most Fellows. (Those that do not receive it from PiAf are covered by their host organizations.)
How much are Fellows in contact with each other while in the field?
PiAf encourages Fellows to be in touch with each other before, during, and after the fellowship year. (Although they may be working in different countries and with different organizations on different issues, PiAf Fellows often have many things in common and can therefore support each other!) 
The amount of contact Fellows actually have with each other each year, though, depends on the placements. For example, some Fellows are based in the same city as other Fellows and thus it is likely that their social circles may cross or they may even choose to share an apartment. Other Fellows may be in different cities in the same country; these Fellows may see each other less frequently but visit each other when taking a weekend getaway from their own location. Those Fellows who are based further afield from other Fellows may rely on email to keep in touch. 

PiAf also promotes contact between Fellows. Each year a listserv is created so that Fellows have only to write to one address to reach the entire group. PiAf also arranges and facilitates group discussions via Skype to encourage Fellows to share their experiences.  
What expectations does PiAf have of Fellows once they have been placed and begun their fellowships?

Fellows should be in regular contact with PiAf before, during, and after the fellowship. PiAf provides support to Fellows as they transition into (and, at the end of the year, out of) their respective placements; PiAf also assists Fellows in case of emergency. It is therefore important that Fellows keep in touch with PiAf about their goings-on and their whereabouts.

Fellows are also required to submit formal reports about their fellowships throughout the year (at the 3-month mark, the 6-month mark, and at the conclusion of the fellowship) as well as photos and an article for PiAf’s bimonthly newsletter, the Fellows’ Flyer. 
Fellows may also be asked to assist PiAf in other ways, such as offering guidance to prospective Fellows or providing additional feedback or information about their location, fellowship, or organization.

Overall, Fellows should remember that PiAf is not simply a placement service. PiAf provides ongoing support to Fellows both during and after the fellowship period and hopes that Fellows will likewise remain engaged with the program. 

Miscellaneous

Can I be added to the mailing list? 

Yes! Prospective applicants who would like to be added to PiAf’s mailing list should email piafapp@princeton.edu. If you would like to be added to PiAf’s general mailing list, please email piaf@princeton.edu. 
