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The essays in this volume were presented as a part of the inaugural Princeton Institute
for International and Regional Studies Graduate Student Conference, organized by
Princeton University graduate students and held at Princeton on April 8-9, 2005. The
conference, “Bridging Disciplines, Spanning the World: Approaches to Identities,
Institutions, and Inequalities,” provided an opportunity for graduate students studying
different parts of the world to focus on common interests and to explore diverse
methodological approaches to a variety of issues salient across disciplines. . . .

The papers selected for inclusion in this volume were chosen to represent the breadth of
the regional and methodological interests and disciplinary backgrounds of the
conference participants. . . . The selections reflect the conference organizers’ belief that
it is through such interdisciplinary approaches that the complexity of international and
regional processes may be better revealed and understood.
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