










C a l e n d a r
February 13, 4:30, 216 Aaron Burr Hall
Democracy and Development Seminar
Title TBA
Steve Wilkinson, University of Chicago

February 20, 4:30, 219 Aaron Burr Hall
What to Do about Iran? An Arab 
Columnist’s Perspective
Raghida Dergham, Al Hayat

February 21, 4:30, 219 Aaron Burr Hall 
Russia after Putin series
Title TBA
M. Stephen Fish, University of California, 
Berkeley

February 27, 4:30, 219 Aaron Burr Hall
Community and Sovereignty in 
Contemporary Arabic Political Theory
Ellis Goldberg, University of Washington

February 27, 4:30, 216 Aaron Burr Hall
Democracy and Development Seminar
Title TBA
Mary Gallagher, Cornell University

March 5, Noon, 216 Aaron Burr Hall
Abdallah Azzam and the Birth of the Arab 
Afghans
Thomas Hegghammer, TRI visiting fellow

March 5, 4:30, 216 Aaron Burr Hall
Program in South Asian Studies Seminar
Title TBA
Sanjay Reddy, Columbia University

March 12, 4:30, 216 Aaron Burr Hall
Patrimonial Leadership and 
Institutionalization in the Arab Gulf
John Peterson, University of Arizona

March 12, 4:30, 216 Aaron Burr Hall
Democracy and Development Seminar
Title TBA
Peter Lewis, American University

March 26, 4:30, 219 Aaron Burr Hall 
Russia after Putin series
Title TBA
Stephen Sestanovich, Columbia University 

March 26, Noon, 216 Aaron Burr Hall
Iranian Fascist Islamism: Subduing 
Philosophy, Culture, and Art
Majid Mohammadi, TRI visiting fellow

May 8, 4:30, 219 Aaron Burr Hall 
Russia after Putin series
Title TBA
Michael McFaul, Stanford University 
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For more detailed information about the events listed, please go to: princeton.edu/~piirs/calendars/index.html
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Interdisciplinary 
Research Initiatives

Project on Democracy and 
Development
  The second year of this three-
year initiative is organized around 
the theme of the social roots of 

democracy and 
development. 
Eleven seminars 
and two  
workshops are 
planned. The 
second workshop, 
“Violence and 

Citizenship in Post-Authoritarian 
Latin America,” will be held in 
March. The project also supports 
three fellows: Eva Bellin, an 
associate professor of political 
science at Hunter College/CUNY; 
Peter Evans, the Marjorie Meyer 
Eliaser Professor of International 
Studies and a professor of sociology 
at the University of California, 
Berkeley; and Patrick Heller, an 
associate professor of sociology at 
Brown University’s Watson Institute 
of International Studies. The project 
directors are Atul Kohli, David K. 
E. Bruce Professor of International 
Affairs, and Deborah Yashar, 
associate professor of politics and 
director of the Program in Latin 
American Studies.  

Power Transitions, 
Security Cooperation, 
and International Order 
Initiative
  Under the direction of G. John 
Ikenberry, Albert G. Milbank 
Professor of politics and international 
affairs, this initiative focuses on 
the theoretical, historical, and 

Department of Politics is completing 
his term as president of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Slavic Studies. Mischa Gabowitsch, who 
recently received his Ph.D. from the 
École des Hautes Études en Sciences 
Sociales, Paris, has joined the Program 
in Russian and Eurasian Studies for 
three years through Princeton’s Society 
of Fellows.  Alexander Etkind, of 
Cambridge University, has joined the 
program for one year as a fellow of the 
Davis Center for Historical Studies with 
a project entitled, “Fear of the Past: 
Memory and State Terror in Russia.”

Program in South Asian 
Studies
  Fall 2007 marks the first semester the 
newly upgraded Program in South Asian 
Studies is eligible to offer certificates in 
South Asian Studies to undergraduates. 
It opened its year–long agenda of 
lectures and events in November with 
“Violence and Democracy in India: 
When Movements Join Parties, Join 
States,” by Amrita Basu of Amherst 
College. Professor Kohli is the 
program’s acting director.

contemporary political character of 
power transitions and the changing 
rules and institutions of international 
order. Two postdoctoral research 
fellows have been funded: Andrew 
Kennedy, who specializes in Chinese 
and Indian foreign policy, and 
Thomas Wright, who specializes in 
international security studies. 

Regional Programs

Program in African Studies
  Dan Rubenstein, AFS director, 
chair of the Department of Ecology 
and Environmental Biology, and a 
member of the Princeton 

Environmental Institute’s associated 
faculty, is heading up the Grand 
Challenges Initiative on Africa, 
which supports projects that 
combine research with teaching 
and address issues associated with 
water, biodiversity, and poverty on 
that continent.  Aldin Mutembei, a 
lecturer at the University of Dar es 
Salaam, where he teaches courses 
in Swahili language and literature, 
is the 2007–8 AFS visiting lecturer. 
His recent research focuses on the 
sociocultural and sociolinguistic 
aspects of HIV/AIDS in Tanzania. 

Program in Russian and 
Eurasian Studies
  Professor Mark Beissinger of the 

Peter Evans

A wedding of the Il Motiak group ranch 
chair (left) and his third wife (center). 
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Robert Kuttner (center) after his talk, 
“Trade and Equality,” on September 26, 
2007, in Aaron Burr Hall. Helen Milner, talk 
facilitator, is seated. 
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Global Studies of Discrimination

The Project on Inequality in India, a four-part study of 
labor-market discrimination, was the focus of the Na-

tional Conference on Social Exclusion and Inclusion Poli-
cies held in Delhi October 26 and 27. The project, a PI-
IRS-funded international collaboration of U.S. and Indian 
scholars, injected evidence into 
the debate on discrimination 
against low-caste, or Dalit, and 
Muslim Indians that, accord-
ing to PIIRS Director Katherine 
Newman, “had been close to 
bereft of hard empirical evi-
dence.”
  In India, says Newman, there 
is an active debate over wheth-
er the nation’s affirmative ac-
tion quotas—in place in public 
sector employment since the 
mid-1940s—should be extended 
to the private sector. “The dis-
cussion was not accompanied by research to back up the 
claims of either side,” she said. The initial goal of Global 
Studies of Discrimination was to “contribute Princeton’s 
research expertise to a collaboration that would deter-
mine empirically whether there is a problem that needs 

to be addressed.”
  The research techniques included a correspondence 
test with fictionalized resumes that controlled for educa-
tion and experience but rotated names that were easily 
identified as Dalit or Muslim; an interview study in which 

employers were asked about 
their perceptions of the pool of 
job applicants and their sense 
of the role of caste in their hir-
ing strategies; a study of several 
cohorts of low- and high-caste 
students graduating from the 
same programs at leading Delhi 
universities; and an economet-
ric study that looked at caste-
related wage penalties.
  The papers presented 
at conference workshops 
concluded that the less-
qualified high-caste job seekers 

were called back for jobs more often than more-qualified 
Dalits and Muslims; employers insist they never ask job 
seekers about caste or religion but rely on questions 
about family background that correlate with caste in 
ways that systematically disadvantage Dalits; Dalit 
graduates take longer to find work and are not paid as 
well as high-caste graduates; and wage penalties against 
Dalits increased with the liberalized economy.
  In Newman’s view, the Project on Inequality in India 
met its primary goal and “leaves a new generation of In-
dian scholars with additional research tools that they can 
deploy for future studies.”

Inequality, continued on page 5

  The project in India is one of three 
studies sponsored by PIIRS under 
Global Studies of Discrimination. 
Brazil and South Africa are home 
to research projects that focus on 
historical legacies of discrimination in 
education and labor markets. 
  The U.S. collaborators working on 
all three components are Newman 
and Paul Attewell, chair of the 
Department of Sociology at the 
Graduate Center of CUNY, with the 
active participation of Devah Pager, 
associate  professor of sociology at 
Princeton.

Inequality from page 1

Shri Arjun Singh, center, India’s Minister of Human Resource 
Development, holds the special edition of Economic and 
Political Weekly that published the PIIRS-sponsored papers. 
The conference was supported by the Indian Institute of 
Dalit Studies and Princeton. PIIRS Director Newman is at the 
far right.
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