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How can the Northern Alliance Help the U.S? 

Is it an Alternative to the Taliban?

· This is what the State Department and Amnesty say about the Northern Alliance:

· “Masood's forces and the Northern Alliance members committed numerous, serious abuses…  Armed units of the Northern Alliance, local commanders, and rogue individuals were responsible for political killings, abductions, kidnappings for ransom, torture, rape, arbitrary detention, and looting.”  U.S. State Department, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, February 20011
· “there have been credible reports that torture occurred in prisons under the control of both the Taliban and the Northen Alliance. Local authorities maintain prisons in territories under their control and reportedly established torture cells in some of them…” U.S. State Department, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, February, 2001¹
· “Masood's [Northern Alliance] commanders in the northeast were "taxing" humanitarian assistance entering Afghanistan from Tajikistan, harassing NGO workers, obstructing aid convoys, and otherwise hindering the movement of humanitarian aid.” U.S. State Department, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices, February 20011
· “ Neither the Taliban nor the Northern Alliance has taken any significant action to seize stored opium, precursor chemicals or arrest and prosecute narcotics traffickers. On the contrary, authorities continue to tax the opium poppy crop at about ten percent, and allow it to be sold in open bazaars, traded and transported.” U.S. State Department, International Narcotics Control Strategy Report for calendar year 2000.2
· “Some groups within the Northern Alliance also are dedicated to enforcing strict adherence to Islamic law.”  U.S. State Department, 2000 Annual Report on International Religious Freedom3
· “A number of present and former commanders [of the Northern Alliance] who may be eager to assume positions of leadership in the coalition [with the United States] have a long record of serious human rights abuse in Afghanistan.”  Human Rights Watch, October 5, 2001.4
· What was the situation in Afghanistan the last time the Northern Alliance was in charge?

“Armed groups have massacred defenseless women in their homes, or have brutally beaten and raped them.   Scores of young women have been abducted and then raped, taken as wives by commanders or sold into prostitution… and several have been stoned to death. Hundreds of thousands of women and children have been displaced or are living as refugees abroad….” 1994 Amnesty International Report5 of human rights in Afghanistan the last time the Northern Alliance was in charge.

Is this how the Northern Alliance is going to help 

the U.S in its battle against terrorism?

1 www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2000/sa/index.cfm?docid=721


2 www.state.gov/g/inl/rls/nrcrpt/2000/index.cfm?docid=940


3 www.state.gov/www/global/human_rights/irf/irf_rpt/irf_afghanis.html


4 www.hrw.org/backgrounder/asia/afghan-bck1005.htm


5 www.institute-for-afghan-studies.org/





