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From the Director

Iam delighted to report on a successful past year, and the start
of one that looks like it is shaping up to be just as vibrant. We
had a fabulous bunch of undergraduate certificate students last

year, up from six to ten in number. They came from the depart-
ments of Anthropology, Classics, Economics, English, Mathematics
(very unusually), and Politics, and were all top quality students.
Highest honors were awarded to two of them (Allison Bishop, in
Mathematics, was one of them, who wrote a new high school
mathematics text-book), and honors to two others, by their

departments. We awarded the Suzanne M. Huffman
’90 Memorial Thesis Prize to Shelly Kellner for

her English thesis entitled “Absence Breeding
Autonomy: Incompetent Fathers and their
Unconventional Daughters in Jane Austen’s
Emma, Pride and Prejudice, and Persuasion,” an

outstanding piece of work. The monthly collo-
quium lunches with these students were, to put

it quite simply, a blast: lively, opinionated, passionate,
with great senses of humor around the table (thus giving the lie
to the old saw that feminists can’t be funny), and a great deal of
camaraderie, we discussed everything from their thesis topics
to dating practices and social life at Princeton. They have gone
on to jobs, internships or further education in finance, teaching,
academics, the arts, and law. I have high hopes for this year’s
certificate students as well. Our numbers are up again: to twelve,
with students in Sociology, Psychology, Anthropology, EEB, History,
Art and Archaeology and Engineering (again, unusually.)

We offered a variety of courses last year, and our enrollments
were still up. In the fall we offered our upper division core course
(302) on the topic of “Religion, Gender, and Sexuality” (taught
by Marie Griffith to great acclaim), “Gender and Science” (393,
Angela Creager—by all accounts a fabulous course), and “Con-
temporary Feminist Theory” (400), which I taught for the first
time to a large mixed group of undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents. This was a healthily argumentative class, with students from
a variety of fields—mostly, though not all, in the humanities—many
of whom were potential graduate certificate students. In the spring,
Deborah Nord and I taught the Introduction to Women’s Studies
(201), as we have done before, and for the first time in my mem-
ory of this course (or of any course taught through our Program),
there were record numbers of the “other sex” (the one with the y
chromosome) enrolled in it: noteworthy only in that we do hope
to make the study of gender relevant and interesting to both men
and women. Our emphasis was upon the literary, visual and the-
oretical representation of gender in the modern period. “Women
and Film” (306) and “Transgender

Advisory Council
Alberta Arthurs
Director for Arts 
and Humanities, the
Rockefeller Foundation

Pyper Davis ’87
Katalyst LLC

Richard Gamble ’50
The Pathfinder’s Club

Professor Patricia Graham
Harvard Graduate School 
of Education

Cecilia Rey Hallisey ’88
Humana, Inc.

Professor Evelynn
Hammonds
History of Science, 
Harvard University 

Larisa Heimert ’94
Yale University Press

Professor Karla Holloway
Department of English, 
Duke University

Professor Holly Laird
Department of English,
University of Tulsa

Dr. Marsha Levy-Warren ’73
Psychoanalyst in private 
practice

Professor Jean O’Barr
Director of Women’s Studies,
Duke University 

Alexander Sanger ’69
International Planned
Parenthood Council

Sejal Shah ’95
Money Magazine, Time, Inc.

Professor Abigail Stewart
Director, Institute for
Research on Women and
Gender, University of
Michigan 

John Vanderstar ’54
Covington and Burling
(retired)

Letter continues on page 2



Director continued from page 1

Theory” (362) were also offered in the
Spring. Additionally, four courses were cross-
listed with us in the fall, and three in the
spring: with the departments of English,
African-American Studies, Music, Religion,
Anthropology and Near Eastern Studies, EEB
and Judaic Studies. This is not to mention
the eleven additional courses of interest that
we listed over the course of the two semesters,
all of which could have been cross-listed, and
the three graduate-level courses listed in the
spring, all of which could fulfill requirements
for our new graduate certificate.

This past year we did not have as many
lectures and other special events as we have
had in the past. We co-sponsored a confer-
ence on Caribbean literature with the de-
partments of French and Italian and Spanish
and Portuguese (November 2005), a Dance
Troupe performance (March 2006), and a
conference on the Middle Ages and Mod-
ernity with the Society of Fellows in the
Liberal Arts (April 2006). In addition, we
hosted a lecture by Carolyn Burke of UCSC
on the woman photographer Lee Miller
(May 2006). We did not have our annual
Meredith Miller last year, as we were saving
up for two Meredith Miller lectures this year:
a poetry reading by the renowned political
poet Adrienne Rich, which happened in
October, and a lecture by Nan Keohane on
her current research on women and lead-
ership in the upcoming Spring. The Rich
poetry reading was a stellar, well-attended
event. We had a number of exhibitions in
our Program space throughout the year,
including my own “Bodies of Water,” pho-
tographs and text by myself and the book
artist Sarah Stengle. The two editors of
Critical Matrix are still working on the up-
coming volume (16) on the state of con-
temporary feminism: this issue will come
out in the Winter. Finally, the anthology,
Women Artists at the Millennium, edited by
Catherine de Zegher and me as an October
Book, has recently been published by M.I.T.
Press: this commemorates the conference of

the same name hosted by our Program and
the Department of Art and Archaeology in
the fall of 2001.

Among the events sponsored by our
Program, I should mention the student-run
Graduate Works in Progress Colloquium:
seven presentations were scheduled over
the course of the year by graduate students
in Architecture, Politics, French and Italian,
Sociology, Molecular Biology, and Econom-
ics. A fascinating new Colloquium year has
now begun. This leads me to the most ex-
citing news of all: our proposal for a grad-
uate certificate program was accepted by
the Faculty in the spring, and we are now
moving forward to implement it. The re-
quirements for this certificate, listed on our
new web-site, consist of a course on feminist
theory (such as WOM 400); two courses
dedicated to a topic focused on questions
of gender or sexuality, and/or for which
the students do their research on such top-
ics; a dissertation colloquium (on the model
of the undergraduate colloquium that we
hope to coordinate with the existing Grad-
uate Works in Progress Colloquium); and a
dissertation devoted to such topics. This
certificate program is not designed to add
course-work to the student’s work at Prince-
ton, but rather to recognize work that such
students are already doing. I know of at least
six graduate students who wish to enroll in
this certificate program at the present mo-
ment, and I believe that there are others out
there. Thus I am confident about the future
of this nascent program, and confident also
that it will contribute substantially to the
overall health and forward movement of
the Program in the Study of Women and
Gender. We have also begun to incorporate
LGBT course content into our Program: one
of our two current Cotsen fellows, Gayle
Salamon, taught one such course this past
year (and is presently teaching our 201 this
fall). Next fall she will teach a student-ini-
tiative course on similar material. We are
delighted to have her. 
— C A ROL A R MS T RONG

WE ARE PROUD TO
ANNOUNCE the creation of

our new web site that went "live"

in November, 2006.  Designed and

produced by Jonathan Foster

(Ching/Foster) with text provided

by Barbara Gershen, Toni Hackett,

and Candice Kessel, it proved to

be a worthy endeavor over the

past year and a half.  We especial-

ly love the artistic look of the page

and will strive to keep it lively,

timely, and interesting for all

Princeton and non-Princeton

observers.
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Class day pictures: left to right, in circle, Shelly Kellner and parents; second row:
Carol Armstrong, Erin Matthews, Carla Laroche, Jesse Davie-Kessler, David
Roberts, Jade Guanchez, Shelly Kellner; third row: Lauren Lyon and family;
Erin Matthews and family; fourth row: David Roberts and family; Carla
Laroche and family; fifth row: Jesse Davie-Kessler and family; Jade Guanchez
and family
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Suzanne M. Huffman
Memorial Senior Thesis
Prize in Women’s Studies

A prize established in memory of
Suzanne M. Huffman, Class of

1990, is awarded annually to a
graduating certificate student
in the Program in the Study of
Women and Gender whose

senior thesis shows a deep
commitment to the dilemmas

raised by feminism and an
extraordinary empathy for the
problems and struggles of women.

This year’s recipient was Shelly
Kellner for her thesis “Absence
Breeding Autonomy: Incompetent
Fathers and their Unconventional
Daughters in Jane Austen’s 
Pride and Prejudice, Emma, and
Persuasian.” Her thesis was writ-
ten for the English Department
under the direction of Professor
Susan Wolfson. Professor Wolfson
had these comments when she
nominated Shelly for the prize:
“‘Haunted by a father’s memory,’
we begin our report on Shelly
Kellner’s extraordinarily insightful,
carefully argued and admirably
researched thesis by borrowing
this phrase from the thesis itself. It
describes with excellent precision
the topic of Ms. Kellner’s study: it
describes the space for the daugh-
ters left behind, of pain and power
that it opened when fathers aban-
don the responsibilities of their
station; the assiduous, ambiguous
and ambivalent labors assigned to
or assumed undertaken by Austen’s
daughters to replace their absent
and errant fathers with new and
improved ones, or even begin a
world without them.” “‘Haunted by
a father’s memory;’ how haunting
the very phrase, conjuring as it
does a ghostly world of fathers,
dead or disappeared, not to men-
tion the name of the father, hidden
or dead, that more than one reli-
gious and political order enthrones
as its central and cognominal
authority.”

Class Day 2006



Senior Theses 
of 2005–06

GRADUATES

Allison Bishop
Mathematics
Ind. Paper: Progress and Paradox:
Women in Mathematics at the
University of Cambridge

Jesse Davie-Kessler
Anthropology
The Walls Must be Broken Down:
The Woman’s Body in Jamaican
Pentecostalism

Jade Guanchez
English
Staging the New Woman:
Edwardian Drama and the Sexual
Double Standard

Shelly Kellner
English
Absence Breeding Autonomy:
Incompetent Fathers and their
Unconventional Daughters in Jane
Austen’s Emma, Pride and
Prejudice, and Persuasion

Carla Laroche
History
Mother Anzacs and Their Virtues:
Using Personal Narratives to
Identify the Perceived Role of
Australian World War One Nurses

Caroline Lind
Anthropology
Flow in Rowing

Lauren Lyon
English
Spaces of One’s Own: Windows,
Doors, and Stairs in Virginia
Woolf’s Fiction

Erin Matthews
Classics
Community and Individual:
Communication in Early Christian
Churches

Awilda Mendez
Politics
Mobilizing the Inferior Sex:
Suffrage and Gender in Argentina

David Roberts
Economics
Ind. Paper: Women in the
Workplace: Current Trends and
Ideas for Future Progress
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Bodies of Water
A Collaboration between Carol Armstrong and Sarah Stengle, was on exhibition

in the Women and Gender Studies Lounge from March 4 through April 30, 2006.

Reception was on International WomenÕs Day, March 8, 2006.



Faculty News
Professor Carol Armstrong, Art and
Archaeology and Program in the
Study of Women and Gender Professor
Armstrong mounted her exhibition, “Bodies
of Water,” photographs and text by Sarah
Stengle and herself, in the Program’s gallery
space. An anthology, Women Artists in the
Millennium, edited by Armstrong and
Catherine de Zegher, as an October Book,
has recently been published by M.I.T. Press.
This book commemorates the conference
of the same name hosted by our Program
and the Department of Art and Archaeology
in the fall of 2001.

Professor Amy Borovoy, East Asian

Studies Department Professor Borovoy’s
book The Too-Good Wife: Alcohol, Codependence,
and the Politics of Nurturance in Post-war 

Japan came out with University of California
Press in December, 2005. 

Professor Angela Creager, History
Department Professor Creager’s recent
publications include a special issue of the
Journal for the History of Biology which she
co-edited on the theme “Radiobiology in
the Atomic Age,” which includes an essay by
her on the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission’s
radioisotope program after World War II.
A collection of essays she is editing with
Elizabeth Lunbeck and M. Norton Wise
went to press. Entitled Science Without Laws:
Model Systems, Cases, Exemplary Narratives,
the volume will be published by Duke Univer-
sity Press in the fall of 2007. This fall, Pro-
fessor Creager was promoted by the uni-
versity to full professor. Continued on page 6

Critical Matrix
Special Issue: The Fates and Futures of Feminism
Volume 16, due Spring 2007

Johanna Burton and Suzanne Hudson, both from the Department of Art and Archaeology,
continued in the role of co-editors for the 2005-2006 academic year, though Hudson finished
her degree and will, after the publication of Volume 16, step down from her role with the jour-
nal. We are currently in the final phase of producing Volume 16. Johanna Burton completed 
a call for papers for this issue, which interrogates the state of contemporary feminism as it
pertains not only to the academy but to popular culture at a moment rife with conservative
politics. The response to this call for papers yielded over thirty submissions, from which the
editors chose an outstanding five, which together with an editorial forward and an introduc-
tion to the topic written by Carol Armstrong, point toward a series of compelling interventions
in contemporary scholarship. They include:

• Victoria J. Hesford, “Securing A Future: Feminist Time Against Nation Time”
• Gillian Howie, “After Postmodernism: Feminism and Marxism Revisited”
• Marjorie Jolles, “Chic Radicals: Feminism as Self-Determination in Women’s Popular Culture”
• Nicky Marsh, “In Cite of the Wall: Democracy, Poetry, and the Twenty-First Century Public”
• Kirstin Swenson, “Pre-feminist/Post-feminist Hesse”

Volume 17 has been conceptualized and articles commissioned by a range of scholars. “Arlene
Raven’s Legacy” will be the subject of this upcoming volume of Critical Matrix, which focuses
on the life and work of the recently deceased feminist art historian and scholar. Edited by
Johanna Burton, Volume 17 will be co-edited by guest editor Anne Swartz who will co-author
an introduction.

Alison Bishop is in Cambridge
studying mathematics, completing
a one-year certificate and then will
start working on her Ph.D.
Jesse Davie-Kessler will be work-
ing in the summer through
Princeton-in-Asia for the Center
for Disease Control’s Global AIDS
Project in Kampala, Uganda. This
fall she will be enrolled in a gradu-
ate program in Cultural
Anthropology.
Jade Guanchez will be an assistant
producer for New York City Until
the Violence Stops Festival for V-
Day, the worldwide campaign to
end violence against women and
girls. After that campaign, she will
be starting an analyst position with
American Express in New York.
Shelly Kellner will start this fall at
HSH Nordbank, a Hamburg based
bank. She will be working in the
real estate division in their New
York City offices.
Carla Laroche will be in Tanzania
for the year, with Princeton-in-
Africa, teaching English through
Friends of Tanzanian Schools at
Sikila Primary School.
Awilda Mendez will be taking part
this summer in a conference host-
ed by the American Association of
University Women that focuses on
sexual harassment issues. The
conference is titled: Leading
Change on Campus and Beyond.
After the summit, she will be
interning with the Vera Institute of
Justice which is a non-profit
organization responsible for
improving practices in criminal
courts, police precincts, and relat-
ed areas.
David Roberts will be living and
working in New York City. His job
will be in the investment banking
division of Bear Stearns.

Graduating Seniors’ 
plans for the upcoming
year
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Program Committee
Carol Armstrong
Art and Archaeology, Women and
Gender Studies

Nancy Bermeo
Politics

Amy Borovoy
East Asian Studies

Angela Creager
History

Esther da Costa Meyer
Art and Archaeology

Maria DiBattista
English, Comparative Literature

Brigid Doherty
German

Marie Griffith
Religion

Wendy Heller
Music

Nannerl Keohane
Woodrow Wilson School

Rena Lederman
Anthropology

Elizabeth Lunbeck
History

Gaetana Marrone-Puglia
French and Italian

Anne McCauley
Art and Archaeology

Deborah Nord
English, Women and Gender Studies

Jeff Nunokawa
English

Sara Poor
German

Deborah Prentice
Psychology

Daniel I. Rubenstein
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Valeria Smith
English, African American Studies

Christine Stansell
History 

Associated Faculty
April Alliston
Comparative Literature

Michael Cadden
Theater and Dance

Ellen Chances
Slavic Languages and Literatures

Diana Fuss
English

Hendrik Hartog
History

Olga Litvak
History

Janet Martin
Classics

Esther Schor
English

Lynn T. White
Woodrow Wilson School

Froma I. Zeitlin
Classics

Faculty News continued from page 5

Professor Maria DiBattista, English
Department and Comparative
Literature Professor DiBattista has written
the introduction for a new edition of Virginia
Woolf’s Orlando, just published by Harcourt
Brace. She also has an article “Scandalous
Matter: Women Artists and the Crisis of
Embodiment” in Women Artists at the
Millennium, Carol Armstrong and Catherine
de Zegher. Cambridge and London, MIT
Press, 2006, pp.427-36.

Professor Brigid Doherty, German
Department Professor Doherty was the
inaugural Research Forum Visiting Professor
of Modern and Contemporary Art at the
Courtauld Institute of Art in London. During
2005-2006 she delivered lectures at the Tate
Modern in London, and the Museum Ludwig
in Cologne, Germany. She also participated
in conferences at the Whitney Museum Inde-
pendent Study Program, the Busch-Reisinger
Museum at Harvard, and at other universities.
Articles by Doherty appeared in Germanic
Review, MLN, and Artforum.

Professor Marie Griffith, Religion
Department Professor Griffith has co-edited
a volume of essays with Barbara D. Savage of
the University of Pennsylvania, “Women and
Religion in the African Diaspora: Knowledge,
Power, and Performance,” (Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2006). The book is a culmi-
nation of a four-year collaborative research
project that was funded by the Ford Found-
ation and sponsored by Princeton’s Center
for the Study of Religion. Professor Griffith
has also compiled a sizeable undergraduate
textbook consisting of primary source docu-
ments in American religious history, which
includes significant writings from women as
well as selections treating questions of gender,
race, and sexuality. That volume, American
Religions: A Documentary History, will be pub-
lished by Oxford University Press in January,
2007. Professor Griffith was promoted, by the
university, to professor in the spring of 2006.

Professor Wendy Heller, Music
Department Professor Heller has published
the following articles: “Poppea’s Legacy: The
Julio-Claudians on the Venetian Stage,” Journal
of Interdisciplinary History 36 no.3 (2005);
“The Beloved’s Image: Handel’s Admeto and
the Statue of Alcestis,” Journal of the

American Musicological Society 58 no. 3
(2005); “LaForza d’Amore and the Monaca
Sforzata: Opera, Tarabotti and the Pleasures
of Debate,” in Arcangela Tarabotti: A Literary
Nun in Baroque Venice, ed. Elissa Weaver
(Rome: Longo 2006); “Amazons, Astrology,
and the House of Aragon: Veremonda tra
Venezia e Napoli,” La circolazione dell’opera
veneziana del Seicento,” ed. Dinko Fabris,
Naples: Editoriale Scientifiche, 2005. She was
awarded the Frederick Burkhardt Fellowship
for Recently Tenured Scholars from the
American Council for Learned Societies to
spend 2006-7 in residence at the Villa I Tatti,
Harvard University Center for Italian
Renaissance Studies.

Professor Nannerl Keohane, Woodrow
Wilson School Professor Keohane has 
published a book, Higher Ground: Ethics 
and Leadership in the Modern University,
April 2006.

Professor Rena Lederman,
Anthropology Department Professor
Lederman’s articles included “Challenging
Audiences: Critical Ethnography in/for
Oceania.” Critical Ethnography in the Pacific,
Laurence Carucci and Michele Dominy, eds.
Anthropological Forum (special issue) 15 (3)
319-328; “Unchosen Ground:  Cultivating
Cross-subfield Accents for a Public Voice.” In
D. Segal and S. Yanagisako, eds. Unwrapping
the Sacred Bundle. Duke UP. Pp. 49-77.
Lederman was interviewed by the Princeton
Weekly Bulletin 95 (19) March 13: 1,6. The
article was titled: “Anthropologist Observes
Native Academics in Their Natural Habitat.”

Professor Gaetana Marrone-Puglia,
French and Italian Professor Marrone-
Puglia published two books this year:  Ugo
Betti, Corruzione al Palazzo di Giustizia, criti-
cal edition, with Introduction, Pacini Fazzi
Editors, 2006; Encyclopedia of Italian Literary
Studies, 2 vols., General Editor, Routledge,
December 2006. Her articles included:
“Liliana Cavani” and “Lina Wertmuller” in
Dizionario dei registi del cinema mondiale, edit-
ed by Gian Piero Brunetta, Einaudi, 2005;
“The Neopolitan Theatre (1870-1970),” in
History of Italian Theatre, edited by Joseph
Farrell and Paolo Puppa, Cambridge UP,
2006; “La psicogeografia del passaggio tra
memoria e mistero: Viaggio segreto, in
Esperienze letterari, edited by Marco Santoro
and Antonio Vitti, 2006.
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The colloquium affords students
working on gender from all depart-
ments the opportunity to meet with
peers and present their work. In
2005-06 Gregoire Mallard
(Sociology) and G. Cristina Mora-
Torres (Sociology) coordinated the
colloquium. A list of presentations for
the year follows:

Eléonore Lépinard, Post-Doc,
Rutgers University Women’s Studies
“Identity without Politics: How
Cultural Repertoires Shaped the
Implementation of the Sex-Parity
Laws in French Local Politics”

Els Verbakel, Princeton School of
Architecture
“The Irreversibility of the Flesh:
Thinking Bodies as Land in Maurice
Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology of
the Flesh”

Jack Turner, Department of Politics 
“Illusory Individualism: Tocqueville
and Beaumont on Gender and Race”

Juliet O’Brien, Department of
French and Italian
“Parity and Companionship in some
Medieval Romances”

Amy Shuster, Department of
Politics
“Not with our children: A Feminist
Critique and Reappropriation of
Arendt’s Politics”

Traci Schlesinger, Department of
Sociology
“Anti-Discrimination or Social
Control?: The Gendered Impact of
Determinate Sentencing Laws”

Shin-Yi Lin, Department of
Molecular Biology
“Investigating the Genetic Basis of
Left-Right Asymmetry in the Brain”

GRADUATE WORKS-IN-
PROGRESS COLLOQUIUM

Faculty News continued from page 6

Professor Deborah Nord, English
Department and Program in the Study
of Women and Gender
Professor Nord’s book, Gypsies and the
British Imagination, 1807-1930 was published
by Columbia University Press this past
summer. She is currently completing an
essay called “Cityscapes” for the Victorian
volume of the Cambridge Literary History
and awaits publication of an article, “The
Making of Dickins Criticism,” in a collec-
tion called Contemporary Dickins. Professor
Nord will be delivering the keynote
address at the annual British Women
Writers Conference this spring.

Professor Sara Poor, German
Department
Professor Poor’s book, Mechthild of
Magdeburg and her Book: Gender and the
Making of Textual Authority (U Penn Press,
2004) won the 2006 Prize for Best First
Book for its contribution to medieval femi-
nist scholarship, awarded by the Society of
Medieval Feminist Scholarship. Poor’s arti-
cles include: “Mechthild of Magdeburg”
and “Elsbeth Stagel” Women and Gender in
Medieval Europe: An Encyclopedia, edited by
Margaret Schaus (New York and London:
Routledge, 2006), pp. 552-53 and p. 782
respectively, and “Early Mystical Writings”
in Camden House History of German
Literature, vol. 2: The High Middle Ages,
ed. Will Hasty (Rochester, NY: Camden
House, 2006), 185-200. Professor Poor was
promoted, by the university, to Associate
Professor with continuing tenure.

Carolyn Burke
University of California,
Santa Cruz
Wednesday, May 3, 2006,
4:30 p.m., 010 East Pyne

Carolyn Burke, biographer, 

translator, and art critic, is well

known for her translations and

critical commentary on seminal

French feminist theorists, most

notably Luce Irigaray.  She met

and interviewed Lee Miller

while conducting research for

her previous biography,

Becoming Modern: The Life of

Mina Loy.

Lee Miller, on Both Sides of the Camera
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