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Curriculum Vitae

1. Address

Department of Economics, 320, Bendheim Hall

Princeton University, Princeton NJ 08544

Tel: (609) 258{3672. Fax: (609) 258{5533. rbenabou@princeton.edu

2. Education

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chauss�ees

Ecole Polytechnique

Ph.D. 1986

Ing�enieur 1982

Ing�enieur 1980

3. Employment

Theodore A. Wells 29' Professor of Economics and Public A�airs,

Princeton University, Department of Economics and Woodrow Wilson School.

Professor of Economics and Public A�airs, Princeton University,

Department of Economics and Woodrow Wilson School.

Professor of Economics, New York University.

Associate Professor of Economics, New York University.

Associate Professor of Economics, MIT.

Assistant Professor of Economics, MIT.

Charg�e de Recherches of the Centre National de la

Recherche Scienti�que at CEPREMAP, Paris, France.

2007-

1999-

1996{1999

1994-1996

1992-1994

1988-1992

1986-1988

4. Visiting Positions

Member, School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Studies

Visiting Professor, IDEI (Toulouse) and CERAS (Paris)

Visiting Professor, Universit�e de Paris X - Nanterre

2002{2003

1997{1999

Fall 1995

5. Fellowships, Honors and Grants

Fellow, Canadian Institute for Advanced Research

Member, Russel Sage Behavioral Economics Roundtable

Research Fellow, IZA

Fellow, John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation

Member, Institute for Advanced Studies, Princeton

Senior Fellow, BREAD

NBER Research Associate

Fellow of the Econometric Society

Associate, Institute for Research on Poverty

CEPR Research Fellow

NBER Faculty Research Fellow

2006-

2005-

2005-

2003-2004

2002-2003

2002{

2002-

1995-

1994-

1992-

1991-2001
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NSF Grant: \Identity and Ideology: Cognitive Foundations

and Policy Implications"

NSF Grant \Egonomics: Self{Con�dence, Motivation, and Self{

Presentation in Social and Economic Interactions"

NSF Grant \Income Distribution, Aggregate E�ciency,

and the Social Contract"

NSF Grant \Human Capital, Social Partitions, Cities, and Growth"

NSF Grant \E�ciency and Macroeconomic Consequences of

Deterministic and Stochastic In
ation"

2004-2007

2001-2004

1996-1999

1992-1994

1990-1992

6. Invited Lectures

Invited Lecture, Trento Festival of Economics, Trento, Italy, May 2009.

Francois-Albert Angers Lecture, Annual Congress of the Soci�et�e Canadienne de Sciences Economi-

ques, Saint-Adele, Canada, May 2009.

Deutsche Bank Lecture, Goethe University, Frankfurt, June 2008.

Joseph Schumpeter Lecture, Annual Congress of the European Economic Association, Budapest,

August 2007.

Special invited session on Economics and Psychology, Annual Congress of the European Econo-

metric Society, Vienna, August 2006.

Memorial Lecture in honor of Giorgio Gagliani, Universit�a di Cassino, Italy, June 2006.

Invited Lecture for the 75th Anniversary of the Institute for Advanced Study (School of Social

Science), Princeton, November 2005.

Bank of Canada Lecture, Annual Congress of the Soci�et�e Canadienne de Sciences Economi-

ques, Charlevoix, Canada, May 2005.

Keynote speaker, conference on \Economic Growth and Distribution: On the Nature and Causes

of the Wealth of Nations," Pisa, Italy, June 2004.

Special invited session on \Human Capital and Inequality", Jan Tinbergen Centenary Conference,

University of Rotterdam, April 2003.

Invited session on \The Dynamic of the Welfare State," Meetings of the European Economic

Association, Venice, August 2002.

Keynote speaker, Conference \Journ�ees d'Economie Publique Louis-Andre G�erard-Varet," (Public

Economics Conference in honor of the late Louis-Andr�e G�erad-Varet), Marseille, France, July

2002.

Special invited session on \Growth and Human Capital," Meetings of the Latin American Econo-

metric Society, Sao Paolo, July 2002.

Keynote speaker, Symposium on \Intergenerational Transfers," University of Indiana-Bloo- ming-

ton, September 6-7, 2001.

Keynote speaker, Conference \Th�eories et M�ethodes de la Macro�economie," (Theories and Meth-

ods in Macroeconomics) Marseille, France, June 1998.
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7. Professional Activities

Associate Editor, Journal of the European Economic Association

Associate Editor, Journal of Public Economics

Associate Editor, QR Journal of Macroeconomics

Associate Editor, Quarterly Journal of Economics

2003-

2000-2006

2000-

1997-2001

Foreign Editor, Review of Economic Studies

Associate Editor, Journal of Economic Growth

Overseas Associate Editor, European Economic Review

Associate Editor, Macroeconomic Dynamics

Editorial Board Member, Annales d'Economie et de Statistique

1993-2001

1995-

1994-2000

1997-

1993-

Member of CIFAR's research network on Institutions,

Organizations and Growth

Member of CIFAR's research network on Social Interactions,

Identity and Well-Being

Member, Scienti�c Advisory Board, CREI (U. Pompeu Fabra)

Member of MacArthur Foundation's research network

on \Inequality and Economic Performance"

Co-Organizer, NBER group on

\Income Distribution and Macroeconomics"

2009-

2006-

1999-2006

1996-

1995-

Program Committee Member for the 2010 Meetings of the

Econometric Society

Co-organizer, conference on \Recent Developments in

Research on Intergenerational Economic Mobility, Edimburgh

Program Committee Member for the 2009 Meetings of the

American Economic Association

Co{organizer, CEPR{Russel Sage Foundation Summer Institute and

CEPR-IDEI Conference on \Psychology and Economics", Toulouse.

Head of External Review Committe for Universit�a Bocconi's

Department of Economics

Co{organizer, CEPR{ESF-ADRES conference on \Economics and

Psychology" , Toulouse

Program Committee Member, Congress of the European Economic Association

Program Committee Member, Winter Meetings of the Econometric Society

Committee Member for the Hicks{Tinbergen medal

of the European Economic Association

Organizer of an invited session on \New Theories of Inequality" at the

Congress of the European Economic Association

2009

2008

2008

2005

2004

1999

1999

1998

1998

1997

8. Referee for

American Economic Review, American Journal of Political Science, Annales d'Economie et de

Statistique, Canadian Journal of Economics, Contemporary Policy Issues, Econometrica, Eco-

nomica, European Economic Review, European Science Foundation, Games and Economic Be-

havior, Israeli Science Foundation, Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, Journal of
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Development Economics, Journal of Economic Theory, Journal of Law and Economics, Journal

of Law, Economics and Organization, Journal of Labor Economics, Journal of Money, Credit and

Banking, Journal of Political Economy, Journal of Public Economics, Journal of Urban Economics,

National Science Foundation, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Rand Journal of Economics, Re-

view of Economic Studies, Revue Economique.

9. Publications

1. \Over My Dead Body: Bargaining and the Price of Dignity," with Jean Tirole, American

Economic Review, Papers and Proceedings, 99(2), (2009), 459-465.

2. \The French Zones D'Education Prioritaire: Much Ado About Nothing?", with Francis

Kramarz and Corinne Prost, Economics of Education Review, 28 (2009), 345-356.

3. \Ideology," Journal of the European Economic Association, (2-3), (2008), 321-352.

4. \Incentives and Prosocial Behavior," with Jean Tirole, American Economic Review, 96(5),

December (2006), 1652-1678.

5. \Belief in a Just World and Redistributive Politics," with Jean Tirole, Quarterly Journal of

Economics, 121(2) (2006), 699-746.

6. \Inequality, Technology, and the Social Contract," in Handbook of Economic Growth, P.

Aghion and S. Durlauf eds., North-Holland: Chapter 25, 1595-1638 (2006).

7. \Self-Control in Peer Groups," with Marco Battaglini and Jean Tirole, Journal of Economic

Theory, 112 (4), (2005), 848-887.

8. \Zones d'Education Prioritaire : Quels Moyens Pour Quels R�esultats?" (\Priority Education

Zones: What Resources for What Results?"), with Francis Kramarz and Corinne Prost,

Economie et Statistique, 380 (2005), 3-29.

9. \Willpower and Personal Rules," with Jean Tirole, Journal of Political Economy, 112(4),

(2004), 848-887.

To be reprinted in \The New Behavioral Economics", Elias L. Khalil, ed. The International

Library of Critical Writings In Economics (Mark Blaug ed.), Edward Elgar.

10. \Intrinsic and Extrinsic Motivation," with Jean Tirole, Review of Economic Studies, 70(3)

(2003), 489-520.

To be reprinted in \The New Behavioral Economics", Elias L. Khalil, ed. The International

Library of Critical Writings In Economics (Mark Blaug ed.), Edward Elgar.

11. \Trust, Coordination, and the Industrial Organization of Political Activism," with Marco

Battaglini, Journal of the European Economic Association, 1(4) (2003), 851-889.

12. \Human Capital, Technical Change, and the Welfare State", Journal of the European Eco-

nomic Association, 1(2) (2003), 522-532.
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13. \Self{Con�dence and Personal Motivation," with Jean Tirole, Quarterly Journal of Eco-

nomics, 117(3) (2002), 871-915.

To be reprinted in \The New Behavioral Economics", Elias L. Khalil, ed. The International

Library of Critical Writings In Economics (Mark Blaug ed.), Edward Elgar, and in \Psychol-

ogy, Rationality and Economic Behaviour: Challenging Standard Assumptions," B. Agarwal

and A. Vercelli eds., International Economics Association Series, Palgrave- Macmillan.

14. \Dynamic Inconsistency and Self{Control: A Planner-Doer Interpretation," with Marek

Pycia, Economics Letters, 77(3) (2002), 419-424.

15. \Tax and Education Policy in a Heterogeneous Agent Economy: What Levels of Redistrib-

ution Maximize Growth and E�ciency?", Econometrica, 70 (2002), 481-517.

16. \Self{Knowledge and Self{Regulation: An Economic Approach," with Jean Tirole, in The

Psychology of Economic Decisions : Volume One: Rationality and Well-Being, I. Brocas

and J. Carrillo eds. Oxford University Press, (2002), 137-167.

17. \Social Mobility and the Demand for Redistribution: the POUM Hypothesis," with Efe Ok.

Quarterly Journal of Economics, 116 (2001) 447{487.

18. \Unequal Societies: Income Distribution and the Social Contract," American Economic

Review, 90 (2000), 96{129.

Reprinted in \The New Economics of Rising Inequalities," D. Cohen, T. Piketty and G.

Saint-Paul eds., Oxford University Press, (2002), 285-330. To be reprinted also in \Recent

Developments in Growth Theory," D. Acemoglu ed., The International Library of Critical

Writings in Economics (Mark Blaug ed.), Edward Elgar.

19. \Meritocracy, Redistribution and the Size of the Pie," in Meritocracy and Inequality, Ken-

neth Arrow, Samuel Bowles and Steven Durlauf eds., Princeton University Press, 2000:

317{339.

20. \Inequality and Growth," NBER Macroeconomics Annual 1996, Ben Bernanke and Julio

Rotemberg eds. MIT Press, 11{74.

21. \Heterogeneity, Strati�cation and Growth: Macroeconomic Implications of Community

Structure and School Finance," American Economic Review, 86 (1996), 584{609.

22. \Equity and E�ciency in Human Capital Investment: The Local Connection," Review of

Economic Studies, 62 (1996), 237{264.

23. \Quelques E�ets de la D�ecentralisation sur les Structure Urbaines et le Syst�eme Educatif"

(Some E�ects of Decentralization on Urban Structure and the Education System), Revue

Economique, 46 (1995), 595-604.

24. \On In
ation and Output with Costly Price Changes: A Simple Unifying Result," with

Jerzy Konieczny, American Economic Review, 84 (1994), 290-297.
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25. \Human Capital, Inequality and Growth: A Local Perspective," European Economic Re-

view, 38 (1994), 817-826.

To be reprinted in \Recent Developments in Urban and Regional Economics," P. Cheshire

and G. Duranton eds, The International Library Of Critical Writings In Economics (Mark

Blaug ed.), Elsevier.

26. \Workings of a City: Location, Education, and Production," Quarterly Journal of Eco-

nomics, 108 (1993), 619-652.

Reprinted in \Income Distribution", Michael Sattinger ed., The International Library of

Critical Writings in Economics (Mark Blaug ed.), Edward Elgar, 2001.

27. \Search Market Equilibrium, Bilateral Heterogeneity, and Repeat Purchases," Journal of

Economic Theory, 60 (1993), 140-158.

28. \Search with Learning from Prices: Does Increased In
ationary Uncertainty Lead to Higher

Markups?", with Robert Gertner. Review of Economic Studies, 60 (1993), 69-95.

29. \History Versus Expectations: A Comment," with Kiyoji Fukao, Quarterly Journal of Eco-

nomics, 108 (1993), 535-542.

30. \Using Privileged Information to Manipulate Markets: Insiders, Gurus, and Credibility,"

with Guy Laroque, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 107 (1992), 921-948.

31. \In
ation and E�ciency in Search Markets." Review of Economic Studies, 59 (1992), 299-

330.

Reprinted in \Optimal Pricing, In
ation and Costs of Price Adjustment," E. Sheshinski and

Y. Weiss eds., MIT Press, 1993.

32. \In
ation and Markups: Theories and Evidence from the Retail Trade Sector," European

Economic Review, 36 (1991), 566-574.

33. \Comment on the Welfare Costs of Moderate In
ation," Journal of Money, Credit and

Banking, 23 (1991), 504-513.

34. \Optimal Price Dynamics and Speculation with a Storable Good," Econometrica, 57 (1989),

41-80.

35. \Search, Price Setting, and In
ation," Review of Economic Studies, 55 (1988), 353-376.

Reprinted in \Optimal Pricing, In
ation and Costs of Price Adjustment," E. Sheshinski and

Y. Weiss eds., MIT Press, 1993.

36. \Le Mod�ele d'Optimisation Dynamique de la Consommation et de l'O�re de Travail: Un

Test sur Donn�ees Fran�caises," (Intertemporal Optimization of Consumption and Labor Sup-

ply: A Test on French Data), Annales de l'INSEE, 57 (1985), 75{97.

37. \La Cor�ee du Sud ou l'Industrialisation Plani��ee," (South Korea: a Planned Industrializa-

tion) Economie Prospective Internationale, La Documentation Fran�caise, 10 (1982), 13-156.
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10. Edited Books

1. Understanding Poverty. With Abhijit Banerje and Dilip Mookherjee, Oxford University

Press (2006).

11. Working Papers

1. \Groupthink: Collective Delusions in Organizations and Markets," Princeton University

mimeo, 2007.

2. \Identity, Dignity and Taboos: Beliefs as Assets," with Jean Tirole, CEPR Discussion Paper

6123, January 2007.

3. \Mobility as Progressivity: Ranking Income Processes According to Equality of Opportu-

nity," with Efe Ok. NBER Working Paper 8431, August 2001.

12. Ph.D dissertation advisees

1. Princeton University: Gad Levanon, Sebastian Ludmer, Moses Shayo, Shantanu Mukherjee,

Philipp Sadowski, Kevin Amonlirdviman, Stephanie Wang, Alice Hsiaw.

2. New York University: Kim Young Duck, Juan Carlos Echeverry-Garzon, Roberto Perli,

Anastasia Pappas.

3. Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Joel Beaulieu, Janice Eberly, Eduardo Engel, David

Laibson, Mark Lasky, Serge Moresi.

13. Current Research Interests

� Economics and psychology, behavioral economics.
� Ideology, social beliefs, economics or religion
� Income distribution and growth, macroeconomics with heterogeneous agents
� Inequality, redistributive polices, social mobility, political economy
� Cities and human capital accumulation, education
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