
fall 2009 Lecture Series
down the garden path
Before the naked city and joyless streets was the garden. 
This is its plot. Originally it was a “pleasant place,” beyond 
which, in space and time, sprouted thorn and thistle. Later, 
much later, perhaps when it was already too late, came 
landscape (is it a noun or a verb, or both?). We do not 
necessarily ask where landscape came from—surely a better 
place, like a garden—but where it is going. This lecture 
series traces a serpentine path across the field(s) of 
landscape architecture and design, with occasional and 
revealing vistas to and from literature, the arts, and the 
sciences. “Down the Garden Path” suggests being taken in, 
willingly falling prey to the ruses that await us in the 
garden, and which are masked by its pleasures. —Ed Eigen
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All lectures take place at 6:00 pm in Betts Auditorium, 
Architecture Building, unless otherwise noted. 
For additional information please call 609-258-3741, e-mail 
soa@princeton.edu, internet http://soa.princeton.edu. 
Lectures made possible by the Jean Labatut Memorial Lecture 
Fund. The School of Architecture, Princeton University, 
is registered with the AIA Continuing Education System 
(AIA/CES) and is committed to developing quality learning 
activities in accordance with the AIA/CES criteria.

This lecture series is organized by Edward Eigen, 
Assistant Professor, and Stan Allen, Dean of the School of 
Architecture at Princeton University. 



28 SEPT Mon 6pm-betts

Various Affinities 
between Gardens 
and Narrative 
/ Robert Pogue 
Harrison, 
Rosina Pierotti 
Professor of 
Italian Literature, 
Stanford 
University

05 OCT Mon 6pm-betts

‘The False Forest’ 
and other stories 
/ Ben Katchor, 
Artist/writer 
and Associate 
Professor, Parsons 
The New School,  
New York

12 OCT Mon 6pm-betts

A Box of Bubbles: 
The Water Cube, 
Beijing / Tristram 
Carfrae, Chair, 
Global Building 
Practice, Arup

14 OCT wed 6pm-betts

Is Landscape 
Ecology? / 
Nina-Marie E. 
Lister, Associate 
Professor, School 
of Urban + Regional 
Planning, Ryerson 
University
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26 OCT Mon 6pm-betts	
Representation, 
Narration and 
Iconoclasm in the 
Zen Garden / Allen 
Weiss, Departments 
of Performance 
Studies and Cinema 
Studies; Tisch 
School of the 
Arts at New York 
University

11 NOV wed 6pm-betts

Field Work / 
James Corner, 
Field Operations, 
Philadelphia

16 NOV Mon 6pm-betts

West 8 / Adriaan 
Geuze, Principal, 
West 8 Urban 
Design & Landscape 
Architecture B.V., 
Rotterdam

18 NOV wed 6pm-betts

Blind Landscape 
/ Teresita 
Fernández, Artist, 
New York

02 DEC wed 6pm-betts

The New Landscape 
of Collaboration 
/ Shane Coen, 
RLA, ASLA, Coen 
+ Partners, 
Minneapolis
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