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Political Sociology Reading List

1. Classical Perspectives

Aristotle, The Politics  (Books 1-3, 5, 7)

______, The Nicomachean Ethics.  (Books 1, 5)

Berlin, Isaiah. 1970. “Positive and Negative Liberty.”  In Four Essays on Liberty. New
York: Oxford University Press.

Dahl, Robert. 1971. Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition. New Haven: Yale
University Press.

de Tocqueville, Alexis Charles Henri Clerel. 1988. Democracy in America. New York:
Harper.

Foucault, Michel. 1995. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. New York:
Vintage Books.

Gramsci Antonio. 1992. “State and Civil Society” and “The Modern Prince.” in Prison
Notebooks. New York:  International Publishers.

Hirschman, Albert O. 1970.  Exit, Voice and Loyalty: Responses to Decline in Firms,
Organizations, and States.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

Lenin, Vladimir Illich, 1988. What is to be Done? New York: International Publishers.

Lukes, Steven. Power: A Radical View. London: Macmillan Press.

Machiavelli, The Prince.

Marx, Karl. 1993. Civil War in France: The Paris Commune. New York: International
Publishers.

_______. 1991. The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. New York: International
Publishers.

Marx, Karl and Fredrich Engels.  1993. The German Ideology. New York: International
Publishers.

_______. 1998. The Communist Manifesto. New York and London: Verso.

Michels, Robert. 1968. “Oligarchical Tendencies of Organization.” in Political Parties: A
Sociological Study of the Oligarchical Tendencies of Modern Democracy, part 6. New
York: Free Press.
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Plato, The Republic (books 1-3)

_____Georgias
_____Phaedrus

_____Symposium

Schumpeter, Joseph A. 1975. Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy. New York: Harper.

2. General Contemporary Perspectives

Alison, Graham T.  (19XX).  The Cuban Missile Crisis.

Bates, Robert H. 1981. Markets and States in Tropical Africa: The Political Basis of
Agricultural Policies.  Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press.

Gaventa, John. 1980. Power and Powerlessness: Quiescence and Rebellion in an
Appalachian Valley. Urbana:  University of Illinois Press.

Huntington, Samuel, "Political Development and Political Decay," World
Politics, reprinted in Kabashima and White, eds., Political System and Change, (95-107),
108-39. JA76.P596 and SSRS.

Huntington, Samuel, The Third Wave, 3-16, 26-38.

Linz, Juan J. 1994. “Presidential Parliamentary Democracy.” in The Failure of
Presidential Democracy, eds. Juan J. Linz and Arturo Valenzuela, vol. 2. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press.

_____. “Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes.” in Handbook of Political Science. Vol.
3

Mannheim, Karl, Ideology and Utopia, 1-8, 55-61, 84-87, 260-63 in
Harvest/Harcourt edition. HM24.M32. pp. 1-7, 49-54, 74-78, 234-36.

Olson, Mancur.  1982. The Rise and Decline of Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation
and Social Rigidities. New Have: Yale University Press.

Putnam, Robert D. 1993. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Schattschneider, E.E., The Semisovereign People, 1-3, 12-17, 60-65, 71, 76-79,
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112-25, 133-38.

Scott, James C. 1998. Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human
Condition Have Failed.  New Haven: Yale University Press.

Wright Mills, C. (19XX)  The Power Elite.

3. Rise of States and Revolutions

Etzioni-Halevy, E. (19XX) The Knowledge Elite and the Failure
of Prophecy.

Evans, Peter B. 1985. “Transitional Linkages and the Economic Role of the State: An
Analysis of Developing and Industrialized Nations in the Post-World War II Period.” In
Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschesmeyer, and Theda Skocpol, Bringing the State Back In,
chapter 6, pp. 192-226. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Goldstone, Jack A. 1982. “The Comparative and Historical Study of Revolutions.”
Annual Review of Sociology 8:187-207.

Gould, Mark. 1987. Revolution in the Development of Capitalism. University of
California Press. Berkeley and Los Angeles.

Hamilton Nora. 1982. State Autonomy and Peripheral Capitalism in Mexico. In The
Limits of State Autonomy:  Post-Revolutionary Mexico, Princeton, Princeton University
Press.

Katznelson, Ira. 1985. “Working Class Formation and the State: Nineteenth Century
England in American Perspective.”   In Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschesmeyer, and Theda
Skocpol, Bringing the State Back In, chapter 8, pp. 257-284.  New York: Cambridge
University Press.

Laitin, David D. 1985. “Hegemony and Religious Conflict: British Imperial Control and
the Political Cleavages of  Yorubaland.” In Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschesmeyer, and
Theda Skocpol, Bringing the State Back In.  New York:  Cambridge University Press.

Mann, Michael. 1988. “The Autonomous Power of the State: Its Origins, Mechanisms
and Results.” In States, War and Capitalism: Studies in Political Sociology, pp. 1-32.
New York: Oxford.

Madison, James, "Federalist Paper No. 10"

Moore, Barrington. 1966. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and
Peasant in the Making of the Modern World. New York: Beacon Press.
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Nicholas, Ralph W., "Factions: A Comparative Analysis," in Michael Banton,ed.,
Political Systems and the Distribution of Power, 21-31, (31-43), 44-46,(47-55), 55-58.

Poggi, Giafranco. 1990. The State: Its Nature, Development and Prospects. Cambridge:
Polity Press.

Scott, James, in The Political Economy of Development, Norman Uphoff & Warren
Ilchman, eds., 177-89. JF60.U64.

**Schmitter, Philippe, "Still the Century of Corporatism?" Review of Politics 1 (January
1974), quickly pp. 85, 93-98, 105-09, 126-28

Skocpol, Theda. 1979. States and Social Revolution: A Comparative Analysis of France,
Russia and China. New York: Cambridge University Press.

_____.1985 “Bringing the State Back In: Strategies of Analysis in Current Research.” In
Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschesmeyer, and Theda Skocpol, Bringing the State Back In.
chapter 1, pp. 2-43. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Tilly, Charles. 1975. “Reflections in the History of European State-Making.” In The
Formation of National States in Western Europe, Charles Tilly (editor), pp. 3-83.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

______. 1978. From Mobilization to Revulution. Addison-Wesley: New York.

Weir, Margaret and Theda Skocpol. 1985.  “State Structures and the Possibilities for
‘Keynesian’ Responses to the Great Depression in Sweden, In Peter Evans, Dietrich
Rueschesmeyer, and Theda Skocpol, Bringing the State Back In. , chapter 4, pp107-168.
New York: Cambridge University Press.

Wright, Erik Olin. 1978. Class, Crisis and the State. London. Verso.

4. Social Movements

Cohen, Jean. 1985. “Strategy or Identity: New Theoretical Paradigms and Contemporary
Social Movements.” Social Research 52: 663-716

Jasper, James, 1997. The Art of Moral Protest. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

McCarthy, John and Mayer, Zald. 1977. “Resource Mobilization in Social Movements: A
Partial Theory.” American Journal of Sociology 82:1212-41.

Oliver, Pamela. 1993. “Formal Models of Collective Action.” Annual Review of
Sociology. 19:271-300.
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Olson, Mancur. 1965. The Logic of Collective Action. Cambridge: Harvard University
Press.

Piven, Frances Fox, and Richard Cloward, Poor People's Movements, "The
Structuring of Protest," 1-40.

Tarrow, Sidney. 1998. Power in Movement. New York: Cambridge University Press.
second edition.
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