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Forms and Functions of Social Stratification

Basic Principles and Concepts

Davis, Kingsley and Wilbert E. Moore.  1945.  "Some Principles of Stratification."  American
Sociological Review 10: 242-249.

Grusky, David B.  1994.  "Contours of Social Stratification."  Pp. 3-35 in D.B. Grusky (ed.) Social
Stratification: Class, Race & Gender in Sociological Perspective.  Boulder, CO:  Westview.

Tilly, Charles.  1998.  Durable Inequality.  Berkeley, CA:  University of California Press.  Chapters 1
and 8.

Tumin, Melvin E.  1953.  "Some Principles of Stratification: A Critical Analysis." American
Sociological Review 18: 387-394.

Social Class

Marx, Karl.  1978 [1845].  "Alienation and Social Classes,” The Holy Family, or a Critique of
Critical Criticism.   Pp. 133-134 in Robert C. Tucker (ed.) The Marx-Engels Reader.  New York:
W.W. Norton & Company.

Marx, Karl.  1994.  "Classes in Capitalism and Pre-Capitalism," The Communist Manifesto (1848)
pp.108-119; The Poverty of Philosophy (1847) pp. 172-175; The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis
Bonaparte (1852) pp.478-479; Capital, Volume III (1894) pp.885-886 reprinted in D.B. Grusky (ed.)
Social Stratification: Class, Race & Gender in Sociological Perspective.  Boulder, CO:  Westview.

Marx, Karl.   1970.  "Ideology and Class.”  Pp. 64-66 in C.J. Arthur (ed.) The German Ideology.
New York:  International Publishers.

Marx, Karl.   1969.  "Value and Surplus Value."  Pp. 49, 56-59 in Wages, Prices, and Profit in
Selected Works Vol. II.   Moscow: Progress Publishers.

Dahrendorf, Ralf.  1959.   Class and Class Conflict in Industrial Society.  Stanford, CA:  Stanford
University Press.   Pages 41-57, 64-67, 165-167, 170-173.

Wright, Erik O. and Bill Martin. 1987.   “The Transformation of the American Class Structure, 1960-
1980.” American Journal of Sociology 93: 1-29.

Social Status— Weber and Beyond

Weber, Max.   1946.  "Class, Status and Party."  Pp. 180-195 in Max Weber: Essays in Sociology.
New York: Oxford University Press.  Translated by H. H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills.

Weber, Max.   1947.  "Status Groups and Classes.”  Pp. 424-429 in A.M.Henderson and T.Parsons
(eds.) The Theory of Social and Economic Organization.  Translated by A. M. Henderson and Talcott
Parsons.
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Weber, Max.   1968.  "Open and Closed Relationships."  Pp. 43-46, 341-342, 344 in G. Roth and C.
Wittich (eds.) Economy and Society Vol. 1.  Berkeley: University of California Press.

Weber, Max.  1946.  “The Rationalization of Education and Training.”  Pp. 240-243 in Max Weber:
Essays in Sociology.  New York: Oxford University Press.  Translated by H.H. Gerth and C.W. Mills.

Giddens, Anthony.  1973.  The Class Structure of the Advanced Societies.  London:  Hutchinson.
Chapter 2, sections 1 and 2; and chapter 6, sections 1 and 2.

Status Allocation Processes

Building Blocks of Gradational Perspectives

Warner, W. Lloyd, with Marchia Meeker and Kenneth Eells.  1957.  Social Class in America.
Gloucester, MA:  Peter Smith.  Pages 11-24.

Blau, Peter M., and Otis D. Duncan.  1967.  The American Occupational Structure.  New York:  John
Wiley and Sons.  Chapter 1, section 1; chapter 4, section 1; chapter 5, sections 1, 2, and 6; chapter 12,
section 4.

Goldthorpe, John H., and Keith Hope.  1972.  "Occupational Grading and Occupational Prestige."
Pp. 23-27 and 30-37 in K. Hope (ed.) The Analysis of Social Mobility:  Methods and Approaches.
New York:  Oxford University Press.

Hodge, Robert W.  1981.  "The Measurement of Occupational Status."   Social Science Research 10:
396-415.

Featherman, David L., and Robert M. Hauser.  1976.  "Prestige or Socioeconomic Scales in the Study
of Occupational Achievement?"   Sociological Methods and Research 4(4): 403-422.

Social Mobility and Status Attainment

Sorokin, Pitirim A.  1959.  “Social and Cultural Mobility.” Pp. 245-250 in D.B. Grusky (ed.) Social
Stratification: Class, Race & Gender in Sociological Perspective.  Boulder, CO:  Westview.

Turner, Ralph.  1960.  "Sponsored and Contest Mobility and the School System."   American
Sociological Review 25: 855-867.

Featherman, David L., and Robert M. Hauser.  1978.  Opportunity and Change.   New York:
Academic Press.  Chapter 4: pp.139-158, 166-177.

Bielby, William T.  1981.   “Models of Status Attainment.”  Research in Social Stratification and
Mobility 1: 3-26.

Jencks, Christopher, et al.  1972.   “Inequality: A Reassessment of the Effect of Family and Schooling
in America.”  Chapter 1 in C. Jencks (ed.) Inequality:  A Reassessment of the Effect of Schooling in
America.  New York: Basic Books.

Revisionism and Structuralism in Stratification Research
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Structuralist Critiques

Piore, Michael J.  "The Dual Labor Market: Theory and Implications."  Pp. 55-59 in S.H. Beer and
R.E. Barringer (eds.) The State and the Poor.  Cambridge, MA:  Winthrop Publishers.

Sorensen, Aage B., and Arne L. Kalleberg.  1981.  "An Outline of Theory of the Matching of Persons
to Jobs."   Pp. 49-57 and 65-69 in I. Berg (ed.) Sociological Perspectives on Labor Markets.  New
York:  Academic Press.

Granovetter, Mark.  1981.  "Toward a Sociological Theory of Income Differences."  Pp. 11-47 in I.
Berg (ed.) Sociological Perspectives on Labor Markets.  New York:  Academic Press.

Baron, James N. and William T. Bielby.  1984.  “The Organization of Work in a Segmented
Economy.” American Sociological Review 49(4):  454-473.

Post-Industrial Stratification Systems

Bell, Daniel.  1973.  The Coming of Post-Industrial Society.  New York:  BasicBooks.   Selections
found in D.B. Grusky (ed.) Social Stratification: Class, Race & Gender in Sociological Perspective.
Boulder, CO:  Westview.

Kerr, Clark, John T. Dunlop, Frederick H. Harbison and Charles A. Meyers.  1964.   Industrialism
and Industrial Man.  New York:  Oxford University Press.  Pages 15-27, 232-239, 251-252.

Szelenyi, Ivan.  1994.  "Post-Industrialism, Post-Communism and the New Class."  Pp. 723-729 in
D.B. Grusky (ed.) Social Stratification: Class, Race & Gender in Sociological Perspective.  Boulder,
CO:  Westview.

Consequences of Stratification

Lifestyles

Bourdieu, Pierre.  1984.  Distinction:  A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste.  Cambridge,
Mass.:  Harvard University Press.   Pages 114-115, 128-129, 169-202, 206-209, 503, 519-523, 572-
576.

DiMaggio, Paul.  1994.  “Social Stratification, Life-Style and Social Cognition.”  Pp. 458-465 D.B.
Grusky (ed.) Social Stratification: Class, Race & Gender in Sociological Perspective.  Boulder, CO:
Westview.

Veblen, Thorstein.  1973.  The Theory of the Leisure Class.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company.
Pages 35-43, 61-72, 94, 98.

Recent Trends in Inequality

Bianchi, Suzanne M.  1999.  “Feminization and Juvenilezation of Poverty:  Trends, Relative Risks,
Causes and Consequences.  Annual Review of Sociology 25: 307-334.

Mare, Robert.  1995.  “Changes in Educational Attainment and School Enrollment.”  Chapter 4 in
Farley (ed.) State of the Union Vol. 1.   New York:  Russell Sage.
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Morris, Martina, and Bruce Western.  1999.  “Inequality in Earnings at the Close of the Twentieth
Century.”  Annual Review of Sociology 25: 623-657.

Oliver, Melvin T., and Thomas M. Shapiro.  1997.  Black Wealth/White Wealth.   New York:
Routledge.  Chapter 5.

Wolff, Edward N.  1996.  Top Heavy:  The Increasing Inequality of Wealth in America and What Can
Be Done about It.   New York:  The New Press.  Chapters 1-4.

Ascription:  Gender, Race and Ethnicity

Bielby, William T., and James N. Baron.  1986.  "Men and Women at Work: Sex Segregation and
Statistical Discrimination."   American Journal of Sociology 91: 759-799.

Bonacich, Edna. 1972.  "A Theory of Ethnic Antagonism:  The Split Labor Market."  American
Sociological Review 37: 547-559.

Browne, Irene.  1999.  "Employment and Earnings Among Latinas and African American Women."
Introduction in Irene Browne (ed.) Latinas and African-American Women at Work.  New York:
Russell Sage Foundation.

Browne, Irene; and Ivy Kennelly.  1999.  "Stereotypes and Realities: Images of Black Women in the
Labor Market."  Chapter 9 in Irene Browne (ed.)  Latinas and African-American Women at Work.
New York: Russell Sage Foundation.

Hodge, Robert W.  1973.  "Toward a Theory of Racial Differences in Employment." Social Forces
52: 16-31.

Jacobs, Jerry A.  1996.  “Gender Inequality and Higher Education.”  Annual Review of Sociology 22:
153-185.

Lieberson, Stanley.  1961.  "A Societal Theory of Race and Ethnic Relations." American Sociological
Review 26: 902-910.

Reskin, Barbara.  1999.  "Occupational Segregation by Race and Ethnicity Among Women Workers."
Chapter 5 in Irene Browne (ed.) Latinas and African-American Women at Work.  New York: Russell
Sage Foundation.

Waters, Mary C. and Karl Eschbach.  1995.  “Economic Inequality among American Racial and
Ethnic Groups.”  Annual Review of Sociology 21: 419-446.


