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EMPLOYMENT 

Associate Professor with tenure, Department of Politics, Princeton University (2002 --) 
 
Assistant Professor, Department of Politics, Princeton University (1994 -- 2002) 

 
 
EDUCATION 

University of Michigan, Ph.D. in Political Science (December 1994) 
 

University of Wisconsin, B.A. with Honors (1985)  
• Graduated with Distinction (Psychology) 
• Phi Beta Kappa 

 
 
HONORS 

Woodrow Wilson Foundation Award of the American Political Science Association for 
“the best book published in the United States during the prior year on government, 
politics or international affairs”, 2002. 
 
Erik H. Erikson Early Career Award for Excellence and Creativity in the Field of 
Political Psychology, International Society of Political Psychology, 2002. 
 
 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 Bobst Center for Peace and Justice, 2006-08, grant for research on deliberation. 

 Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, 2005-06. 

NSF-funded survey module in Time-Share Experiments in the Social Sciences (TESS), 
2003, with Adam Berinsky. 
 
Center for the Study of Democratic Politics, Princeton University, 2000-2001. 
 
Center for Arts and Cultural Policy Studies, Princeton University, 1999-2000. 

 
Annenberg Fellowship, Annenberg School for Communication, University of 
Pennsylvania, 1996-97. 

http://web.princeton.edu/sites/politics/faculty/homepages/mendelberg.html


 
250th Anniversary Fund for Innovation in Undergraduate Education, Princeton 
University, 1997. 

 
Goldsmith Research Award, Joan Shorenstein Center on the Press, Politics and Public 
Policy, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 1996. 

 
Committee on Research in the Humanities and Social Sciences, Princeton University, 
1995, 1996, 1998-2008. 

 
University of Michigan, Rackham Pre-Doctoral Fellowship, Rackham One-Term 
Dissertation Fellowship, Rackham Thesis Award, Gerald R. Ford Dissertation 
Fellowship, University Fellowship, 1987-1988, 1991-1994. 

 
National Science Foundation Graduate Fellowship, 1988-91. 

 
Jacob Javits Doctoral Fellowship, 1988-92. (Declined). 

 
  Phi Beta Kappa Graduate Fellowship, 1987-88. 
 
 
BOOKS 

The Race Card: Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the Norm of Equality, 
Princeton University Press (2001). 

 
 
ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS 

“Racial Priming Revived.” Perspectives on Politics 6(1): 109-123 (March 2008). 
 
“Racial Priming: Issues in Research Design and Interpretation.” Perspectives on Politics 
6(1): 135-140 (March 2008). 
 
“How People Deliberate About Justice.” With Christopher Karpowitz. In Can the People 
Govern?, edited by Shawn Rosenberg, Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Macmillan (2007), PP. 
101-129. 
 
 “Deliberation, Incivility, and Race. “ In Democratization in America, edited by Desmond 
King, Robert Lieberman, Gretchen Ritter, and Laurence Whitehead. Johns Hopkins 
University press. (Forthcoming) 
 
“The Indirect Effects of Discredited Stereotypes.” With Adam Berinsky. American 
Journal of Political Science 49 (4) 846-865 (2005). 
 
“Bringing the Group Back Into Political Psychology.” Political Psychology 26(4): 637-
649 (2005). 
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”The Deliberative Citizen: Theory and Evidence.” In Political Decision Making, 
Deliberation and Participation: Research in Micropolitics, Volume 6, edited by Michael 
X. Delli Carpini, Leonie Huddy, and Robert Y. Shapiro, Greenwich, CT: JAI Press 
(2002). 
 
“Reconsidering the Environmental Determinants of Racial Attitudes.” American Journal 
of Political Science 44: 574-589 (July 2000). With J. Eric Oliver. 
 
“Race and Public Deliberation.” Political Communication 17: 169-191 (April-June 
2000). With John Oleske. 
 
 “Individualism Reconsidered: Principles and Prejudice in Contemporary American 
Public Opinion on Race.” In Racialized Politics: Values, Ideology, and Prejudice in 
American Public Opinion, edited by David Sears, Jim Sidanius and Lawrence Bobo, 
University of Chicago Press (2000). With Donald Kinder. 

 
“Executing Hortons: Racial Crime in the 1988 Presidential Campaign.” Public Opinion 
Quarterly: Special Issue on Race 61: 134-157 (Spring 1997).  
 
“Cracks in American Apartheid: The Political Impact of Prejudice among Desegregated 
Whites.” Journal of Politics 57: 402-424 (May 1995). With Donald Kinder. 

 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS 

“Small Group Deliberation”. 

“Implicit Racial Cues in Sex Scandals.” With Adam Berinsky, Vince Hutchings and Nick 
Valentino.  
 
“Group Deliberation About Justice,” With Christopher Karpowitz. 
 
Small-Scale Democracy: Group Deliberation and Choice. Book manuscript. 
 
 

BOOK REVIEWS, UNREFEREED ARTICLES, AND MISC.: 
“Groups and Deliberation.” With Christopher Karpowitz. Swiss Political Science Review 
December (2007). 
 
Review of Oxford Handbook of Political Psychology. In Political Psychology 25(6): 969-
984 (December 2004). With Adam Berinsky and Martha Crenshaw. 
 
“Lott’s Lessons.” Princeton Political Quarterly, volume 1, issue 1, Winter 2003. 

Review of W. Lance Bennett and Robert M. Entman (eds.), Mediated Politics: 
Communication in the Future of Democracy. In APSR 96(2): 418-419 (June 2002). 
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Review of Steven A. Tuch and Jack K. Martin (eds.), Racial Attitudes in the 1990s: 
Continuity and Change. In Public Opinion Quarterly 63(1): 149-151 (Spring 1999). 
 
 

CONFERENCE PAPERS, SEMINARS AND INVITED TALKS 
APSA Meeting, Boston, August 2008 
 
ISPP Meeting, Paris, July 2008 
 
University of Leiden, Leiden, Netherlands, May 2008 
 
UC-Irvine, May 2008 
 
Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, April 2008 
 
Vanderbilt University, April 2008 
 
UC-San Diego DPS, April 2008 
 
Western Political Science Association, San Diego, March 2008 
 
APSA Meeting, Chicago, August 2007 
 
ECPR Workshop on Deliberation, Helsinki, Finland, May 2007 
 
Talks at Stanford, Berkeley, GW, UNC, December 2006 - March 2007 
 
APSA Meeting, Philadelphia, August 2006 
 
ISPP Meeting, Barcelona, Spain, July 2006 
 
Talks at Stanford, UCLA, UC-Irvine, and Columbia, spring 2006 
 
Talk at Deliberation conference, Princeton, March 2006. 
 
Talks at Yale, Michigan, Harvard, January-March 2005. 
 
Talks at MIT, Harvard Inequality Seminar, May 2004. 
 
Washington University, St. Louis, conference on tolerance, April 2004. 
 
Two round tables at the Annual Meeting of the MPSA, Chicago, April 2004. 
 
Oxford University conference on American Democratization, March 2004. 
 
Color Lines Conference, Harvard, September 2003. 

 4



 
Princeton alumni conference, Virginia, June 2003. 
 
University of Wisconsin Department of Political Science, May 2003. 
 
“Author Meets Critics: The Race Card”, forum at MPSA, April 2003. 
 
Harvard Government Department, March 2003. 
 
Northwestern University, University of Washington, Rutgers University, New York 
University, Dartmouth, Columbia University, and University of Minnesota, March 2001 
to April 2002. 
 
“Having a Say: Political Efficacy in the Context of Direct Democracy,” MPSA Annual 
Meeting, Chicago, April 2002, and APSA Annual Meeting, San Francisco, September 
2001. With Martin Gilens and James Glaser. 
 
Conference on Experimental Methods, Center for Basic Research in the Social Sciences, 
Harvard University, May 2001. With Adam Berinsky. 
 
 Hendricks Symposium on Race in America, University of Nebraska, October 2000. 
 
“Deliberating about Justice,” APSA Annual Meeting, Washington, September 2000, and 
International Society for Political Psychology Annual Meeting, Seattle, July 2000. With 
Christopher Karpowitz. 
 
“Race and Deliberation,” MPSA Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, April 2000. With John 
Oleske. 
 
"Neutralizing Racial Appeals in U.S. Elections," APSA Annual Meeting, Atlanta, 
September 1999. 

 
"Norms and Racial Communication," International Society for Political Psychology 
Annual Meeting, Amsterdam, July 1999. 

 
"Crafting, Conveying and Challenging Implicitly Racial Campaign Appeals: Electoral 
Strategy and News Coverage of Willie Horton," MPSA Annual Meeting, Chicago, April 
1999. 

 
"The Place of Class and the Class of Place: Reviving and Revising Key's Threat Thesis," 
International Society for Political Psychology Annual Meeting, Montreal, Canada, July 
1998. Also, the Biannual Seminar on Political Psychology, Columbia University, 
November 1998. With Eric Oliver. 

 
"Social Environments and White Racial Attitudes: The Meaning and Measurement of 
Context," MPSA Annual Meeting, Chicago, April 1998. With Eric Oliver. 
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Keynote Speech, Conference on Race and Discourse, University of Nebraska, and 
Department of Political Science, University of Nebraska, 1997. 

 
Department of Political Science and Department of Communication, Hebrew University, 
1997. 

 
Department of Political Science, Rutgers University, 1996. 

 
"Deracializing Implicitly Racial Campaigns," International Society for Political 
Psychology Annual Meeting, Vancouver, July 1996.  

 
"Is Racial Politics Racial?" APSA Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, September 1996. 
With Donald Kinder. 

 
"The Impact of Norms on Racial Elections," APSA Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, 
September 1995. 
 
"Racial Ambiguity in Electoral Campaigns," Biannual Seminar on Political Psychology, 
Columbia University, New York, NY, November 1994. Also, Department of Psychology, 
Social Psychology Colloquium, Princeton University, 1994. 

 
"The Political Psychology of Code Words," Annual Meeting of the APSA, Washington, 
DC, September 1993. 

 
"The Politics of Racial Resentment: An Experimental Investigation," Annual Meeting of 
the MPSA, Chicago, IL, April 1992.  

 
"Prejudice, Policy and Racial Isolation," Annual Meeting of the APSA, Washington, DC, 
September 1991. With Donald Kinder. 

 
"Race and the 1988 Presidential Election," Annual Meeting of the APSA, Atlanta, GA, 
September 1989. With Donald Kinder, Michael Dawson, Lynn Sanders, Steven 
Rosenstone, Jocelyn Sargent, and Cathy Cohen.  
 
 

TEACHING 
Political Behavior 
Race and American politics (cross-listed with African American Studies and the 

Community-Based Learning Initiative)  
Political psychology  
Deliberation and cultural conflict   
Race and democratic discussion   
Public opinion  
Research workshop for juniors 
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Senior thesis and junior independent work advisor (race, ethnicity, gender, media, public 
opinion, campaigns and elections)  

 
Dissertation Advising: Gabriel Lenz, Amy Gershkoff, Chris Karpowitz, Jason Casellas, 

Jonathan Ladd, Deborah Schildkraut, Reuel Rogers, Shana Kushner Gadarian, 
Andrew Owen, Danielle Shani, Megan Francis, Nathaniel Klemp, Melody 
Crowder-Meyer, Dan Myers, Aaron Strauss 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS 
 
Director of PLESS lab, Princeton University 
Director of the Bobst Political Psychology lab, Princeton University 
Director of Graduate Studies, Politics Department 
Departmental representative for juniors 
Affirmative Action officer for Department of Politics searches 
Member, committee on tenure reform in the Department of Politics 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Book conference on Cara Wong’s Boundaries of Obligation, Harvard, 2007 
 
Schattschneider Dissertation Award Chair, APSA, 2005 
 
Editorial board, Journal of Politics, 2005-2007 
 
Editorial board, Perspectives on Politics, 2005 - 2006 
 
Editorial board, Political Psychology, 2005 - 2007 
 
Erikson Award committee, ISPP, 2004 
 
Conference on Civic Participation, Princeton University, discussant, 2004 
 
APSA section chair, political psychology section, 2003 
 
Conference on Cultural Conflict, Princeton University, October 2002, discussant. 
 
Conference on Race/Ethnicity, Self/Culture, and Inequality, Princeton University, April 
2002, panel chair 
 
MPSA Annual Meetings, discussant and/or panel chair, 1995, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2001. 
 
APSA Annual Meeting, discussant, 1994, 1999, 2000, chair and organizer of “racial 
elections” panel, 1995. 
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Conference on Inequality and Institutions, Rutgers University, March 1999, discussant. 
 

Conference on Racism and Ideology, UCLA, November 1997, discussant. 
 

Conference on the Future of Fact, Annenberg School for Communication, University of 
Pennsylvania, February 1997, co-organizer and discussant.  

 
American Association of Public Opinion Research Annual Meeting, May 1996, 
discussant. 

 
Festschrift conference in honor of Stanley Kelley, Princeton University, October 1995, 
discussant. 

 
International Society of Political Psychology Annual Meeting, July 1995, panelist, round 
table on "Stereotype Research."  

 
National Election Studies Conference on the Impact of the Presidential Campaign, 
University of Pennsylvania, November 1994, discussant. 

 
Referee, American Political Science Review, American Journal of Political Science, 
Journal of Politics, American Politics Quarterly, Political Research Quarterly, Public 
Opinion Quarterly, Communication Research, Political Communication, Political 
Psychology, Cambridge University Press, NSF, TESS. 
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