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Philosophy 313/Theory of Knowledge

Princeton University

Fall 2008
MW 10:00-10:50  McCosh 2
Professor Thomas Kelly
221 1879 Hall
tkelly@princeton.edu
Office Hours: TBA

Assistant in Instruction: Andrew Huddleston

227 1879 Hall

ahuddles@princeton.edu
Office Hours: TBA

Description: Epistemology is that branch of philosophy which is concerned with issues about the nature and extent of what we know, as well as with related issues about what we should believe.   In this class, we will explore a number of its central questions, including the following: What is it, exactly, to know something?  Why, if at all, should we value knowledge?  Could it ever be reasonable to hold a belief in the absence of evidence that it is true, or--even more radically--in the face of evidence which suggests that it is false?  Can we have genuine knowledge of the future, or of the distant past, or (more generally) of those parts of reality which no human being is in a position to observe?  (And if so, how exactly do we manage to do that?)  How should we respond to skeptical arguments that challenge our ability to arrive at knowledge of the ‘external’ world, i.e., the world beyond our own mental states?  What should we make of the fact that many of our moral views are not shared (and indeed, are explicitly rejected) by others who cannot simply be dismissed as cranks?  Could it ever be reasonable to believe that a miracle occurred on the basis of someone else’s testimony?
There are two required texts for the class:

   (i)  Richard Feldman, Epistemology.

   (ii) A Course Reader.

Prerequisites: Some previous experience with philosophy is strongly recommended.
   (This class is not a good introduction to the subject.)

Requirements: Evaluation will be based on the following:

   A 5-7 page paper due on 10/22: 25% of final grade.

   A 5-7 page paper due on 12/10: 30% of final grade.

   A comprehensive final examination: 35% of final grade.

   Precept Participation: 10% of final grade.
Class Schedule (subject to change at the Professor’s discretion):

Introduction
1.  Monday, 9/15.  Course Overview.
The Traditional Analysis of Knowledge
2.  Wednesday, 9/17.
     (1) Feldman, Epistemology, Chapter 1, “Epistemological   Questions”.

     (2) Feldman, Epistemology, Chapter 2, “The Traditional Analysis of Knowledge”.

     (3) James Pryor, “What’s So Bad About Living in the Matrix?”, Sections I and II only.
             Available on the web at

             http://whatisthematrix.warnerbros.com/rl_cmp/new_phil_fr_pryor.html
3.  Monday, 9/22.
     (1) Gettier, “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?”, Analysis, vol.23, No.6 (June,
            1963), pp.121-123.  Available via JSTOR.  (Stable URL:

            http://www.jstor.org/stable/3326922).
     (2) Feldman, Epistemology, Chapter 3, “Modifying the Traditional Analysis of
           Knowledge”.
The Ethics of Belief
4.  Wednesday, 9/24.
     (1) William James, “The Will to Believe”, pp.1-17 in the Course Reader.
     (2) Feldman, Epistemology, Chapter 4, “Evidentialist Theories of Knowledge and
            Justification”, pp.39-49.

5.  Monday, 9/29.  Continued, no new reading.
6.  Wednesday, 10/1.
     (1) George Mavrodes, “Intellectual Morality in Clifford and James”, pp.18-25 in the
           Course Reader.

     (2) Recommended: James Pryor, “What’s So Bad About Living in the Matrix?”
            Sections I, III, and IV.  Available on the web at:
             http://whatisthematrix.warnerbros.com/rl_cmp/new_phil_fr_pryor.html]
The Infinite Regress Argument; Foundationalism and Coherentism

7.  Monday, 10/6.
     (1) Feldman, Epistemology, Chapter 4, “Evidentialist Theories of  Knowledge and
            Justification”, pp.49-80 only.
8.  Wednesday, 10/8.  First paper topics distributed.  No new reading. 

9.  Monday, 10/13.  Continued, no new reading.
10. Wednesday, 10/15.  Continued.
Externalism

11. Monday, 10/20.
     (1) Feldman, Epistemology, Chapter 5, “Nonevidentialist Theories of Knowledge and
           Justification”, pp.81-86; 90-99 only.  (That is, you should read the sections entitled
           “The Causal Theory” and “Reliabilism”.)

12. Wednesday, 10/22.  *First Papers Due*  No new reading.
Monday, 10/27.  No Class (Fall Break)

Wednesday, 10/29.  No Class (Fall Break)
Skepticism about Knowledge of the External World
13. Monday, 11/3.
     (1) Feldman, Epistemology, Chapter 6, “Skepticism (I)”.
14. Wednesday, 11/5.  Continued.
Induction and Inference to the Best Explanation

15. Monday, 11/10.
     (1) Feldman, Epistemology, Chapter 7, “Skepticism (II)”, pp.130-143 only (“The
           Problem of Induction”).
16. Wednesday, 11/12.  Continued.
17. Monday, 11/17.  Continued.  
18. Wednesday, 11/19.
     (1) Peter Lipton, “Induction”, Chapter 1 of his Inference to the Best Explanation,
           pp.26-33 of the Course Reader.
19. Monday, 11/24.
     (1) Lipton, “Inference to the Best Explanation”, pp.35-43 of the Course Reader. 
20. Wednesday, 11/26.  Continued.  Second Paper Topics Distributed.  
21. Monday, 12/1.  (1)  Continued.
Social Issues: Disagreement and Testimony

22. Wednesday, 12/3.
     (1) George Sher, “But I Could Be Wrong”, pp.44-51 of the Course Reader.
     (2) Feldman, Epistemology, Chapter 7, “Epistemological Relativism”, pp.177-190.
23. Monday, 12/8.
     (1) David Hume, “Of Miracles”, pp.52-62 of the Course Reader.
24. Wednesday, 12/10.
     *Second Papers Due*  More on Hume; Course Evaluations; Discuss the Final Exam,
         etc.
Comprehensive Final Examination: Place and Time TBA.  
