
The PIIRS Research Community on Global Systemic Risk will pursue a multidisciplinary inquiry focusing 

on the robustness and fragility of global human-made organizational systems—energy exploration and pro-

duction, electricity transmission, food and water supplies, and the financial system, among others—to better 

understand the nature of risk, the structure of increasingly fragile systems, and the ability to anticipate and 

prevent catastrophic consequences.

Jeffrey Hass is Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Richmond and Professor with the 
Faculty of Economics at St. Petersburg State University in Russia. His research interests relate to the 
human capacity for action, with a focus on power, culture, and practice. His research investigates ques-
tions of motivation and agency: why we do what we do, whether we act from compulsion or autonomous 
desire, and how social practices persist and change. His scholarship analyzes the nature of “institutions” 
and “structures” as social phenomena that too often are taken for granted. His books include Power, Cul-

ture, and Economic Change in Russia: To the Undiscovered Country of Post-Socialism, 1988-2008 (2011), Rethinking the 

Post Soviet Experience: Markets, Moral Economies and Cultural Contradictions of Post Socialist Russia (2011), and Eco-

nomic Sociology: An Introduction (2007), and he is currently writing two books on the blockade of Leningrad. 
Hass received his Ph.D. in Sociology from Princeton.
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