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The PIIRS Research Community on Global Systemic Risk will pursue a multidisciplinary inquiry focusing

on the robustness and fragility of global human-made organizational systems — energy exploration and

production, electricity transmission, food and water supplies, and the financial system, among others — to

better understand the nature of risk, the structure of increasingly fragile systems, and the ability to anticipate

and prevent catastrophic consequences.

Geoftrey Parker is Distinguished University Professor and Andreas Dorpalen Professor of
European History at Ohio State University, where he is also an associate of the Mershon
Center for International Security Studies. He studies the social, political, and military
history of Europe between 1500 and 1750, with special reference to Spain and its empire.
A prolific author, Parker’s best-known book is The Military Revolution: Military Innovation
and the Rise of the West, 1500—1800 (1988). He has also written numerous books on early
modern Europe, including Europe in Crisis, 1598-1648 (1979), The Dutch Revolt (1984), and
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The Thirty Years’ War (1997). He edited The Times Atlas of World History (1993), The Times
History of the World (1995), and The Times Compact Atlas of World History (2008), among
many others. His most recent book, Global Crisis: War, Climate Change & Catastrophe in the
Seventeenth Century, about a climatically-induced crisis that created acute political, economic,
intellectual, and social upheaval around the globe, causing the premature death of about
one-third of the world’s population, was published in 2013. Parker is the recipient of the
2012 Heineken Prize for History awarded by the Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences.

To visit the PIIRS research community on Global Systemic Risk on the Web, go to
www.princeton.edu/piirs/research-communities/ global-systemic-risk, or scan the QR code.




