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Foreword

Information technology is fundamental to today’s research and development:
high performance computers for solving complex problems; high-speed data
communication networks for exchanging scientific and engineering information; very
large electronic archives for storing scientific and technical data; and new display
technologies for visualizing the results of analyses.

This background paper explores key issues concerning the Federal role in
supporting national high performance computing facilities and in developing a
national research and education network. It is the first publication from our
assessment, Information Technology and Research, which was requested by the House
Committee on Science and Technology and the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

OTA gratefully acknowledges the contributions of the many experts, within and
outside the government, who served as panelists, workshop participants, contractors,
reviewers, detailees, and advisers for this document. As with all OTA reports,
however, the content is solely the responsibility of OTA and does not necessarily
constitute the consensus or endorsement of the advisory panel, workshop participants,
or the Technology Assessment Board.
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