
C ontents

Summaryl

A History of the Department of Defense
Federally Funded Research and
Development Centers 7
■ FFRDC Nomenclature 10
■ Categories 12

The Development of the Research Centers 12
■ Establishment of Operations Research Centers at the End of World War II 14
■ Establishment of Laboratories at the End of World War II 17
■ Formalization of FFRDCs 18
■ Conclusion 20

The Growth of Research Centers from the Korean Conflict
to the early 1960s 20

■ Army 20
■ Navy 22
■ Air Force 23
■ Office of the Secretary of Defense 26
■ Conclusion 27

Conflict and Transition for the Research Centers in the
1960s to Mid-1970s 27

■ Social Changes 27
■ Criticisms of Federal Research Centers 28
■ Conclusion 33

The Emergence of Unified Policy Regarding DoD
FFRDCs 33

The Transition to the Present 35

Profiles of the Existing DoD FFRDCs 37
■ Study and Analysis Centers 39
■ Laboratories 44
■ Engineering and Technical Direction Centers 47

vii



viii

APPENDICES

A List of Current FFRDCS for FY 1995 49

B Number of Federal Research Centers
Each Year 51

C List Of All Identified DoD Federal
Research Centers 53

D Ceiling Limits for FFRDCs 57

E Abbreviations 63

REFERENCES 65


