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U.N. General Assembly document A/38/194, Aug. 22, 1983

The States Parties to this Treaty,
Guided by the principle whereby Members of the

United Nations shall refrain in their international
relations from the threat or use of force in any
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the
United Nations,

Seeking to avert an arms race in outer space and
thus to lessen the danger to mankind of the threat
of nuclear war,

Desiring to contribute towards attainment of
the goal whereby the exploration and utilization
of outer space, including the Moon and other celes-
tial bodies, would be carried out exclusively for
peaceful purposes,

Have agreed on the following:

Article 1

It is prohibited to resort to the use or threat of
force in outer space and the atmosphere and on the
Earth through the utilization, as instruments of
destruction, of space objects in orbit around the
Earth, on celestial bodies or stationed in space in
any other manner.

It is further prohibited to resort to the use or
threat of force against space objects in orbit
around the Earth, on celestial bodies or stationed
in outer space in any other manner.

Article 2

In accordance with the provisions of article 1,
States Parties to this Treaty undertake:

1.

2.

Not to test or deploy “by placing in orbit
around the Earth or stationing on celestial
bodies or in any other manner any space-
based weapons for the destruction of objects
on the Earth, in the atmosphere or in outer
space.
Not to utilize space objects in orbit around the
Earth, on celestial bodies or stationed in outer
space in any other manner as means to de-

3.

4.

5.

stroy any targets on the Earth, in the atmos-
phere or in outer space.
Not to destroy, darnage, disturb the normal
functioning or change the flight trajectory of
space objects of other States.
Not to test or create new anti-satellite sys-
tems and to destroy any anti-satellite systems
that they may already have.
Not to test or use manned spacecraft for mil-
itary, including anti-satellite, purposes.

Article 3

The State Parties to this Treaty agree not to as-
sist, encourage or induce any State, group of
States, international organization or natural or le-
gal person to engage in activities prohibited by
this Treaty.

Article 4

1.

2.

For the purposes of providing assurance of
compliance with the provisions of this Treaty,
each State Party shall use the national tech-
nical means of verification at its disposal in
a manner consistent with generally recognized
principles of international law.
Each State Party undertakes not to interfere
with the national technical means of verifica-
tion of other States Parties operating in ac-
cordance with paragraph 1 of this article.

Article 5

1.

.

The States Parties to this Treaty undertake
to consult and co-operate with each other in
solving any problems that may arise in con-
nection with the objectives of the Treaty or
its implementation,
Consultations and co-operation as provided in
paragraph 1 of this article may also be under-
taken by having recourse to appropriate in-
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3.

temational procedures within the United Na-
tions and in accordance with its Charter. Such
recourse may include utilization of the serv-
ices of the Consultative Committee of States
Parties to the Treaty.
The Consultative Committee of States Parties
to the Treaty shall be convened by the deposi-
tary within one month after the receipt of a
request from any State Party to this Treaty.
Any State Party may nominate a representa-
tive to serve on the Committee.

Article 6

Each State Party to this Treaty undertakes to
adopt such internal measures as it may deem nec-
essary to fulfil its constitutional requirements in
order to prohibit or prevent the carrying out of any
activity contrary to the provisions of this Treaty
in any place whatever under its jurisdiction or
control.

Article 7

Nothing in this Treaty shall affect the rights and
obligations of States under the Charter of the
United Nations.

Article 8

Any dispute which may arise in connection with
the implementation of this Treaty shall be settled
exclusively by peaceful means through recourse to
the procedures provided for in the Charter of the
United Nations.

Article 9

This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration.

Article 10

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

This Treaty shall be open to all States for sig-
nature at United Nations Headquarters in
New York. Any State which does not sign this
treaty before its entry into force in accordance
with paragraph 3 of this article may accede
to it at any time.
This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by
signatory States. Instruments of ratification
and accession shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.
This Treaty shall enter into force between the
States which have deposited instruments of
ratification upon the deposit with the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations of the fifth
instrument of ratification, provided that such
instruments have been deposited by the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the
United States of America.
For States whose instruments of ratification
or accession are deposited after the entry into
force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force
on the date of the deposit of their instruments
of ratification or accession.
The Secretary-General of the United Nations


