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Preface

In recent years an increasing number of individuals and citizen-based groups
in the United States have undertaken activities that contribute to the maintenance
of biological diversity, While many do not define their activities in these terms,
their contributions—through activities devoted to conservation of ecosystems, wild
species, and agricultural crops and livestock—have had significant beneficial im-
pact. Although grassroots efforts are not likely to replace public or national efforts,
they form an integral part in the Nation’s efforts to maintain biological diversity,
They, however, can accomplish some activities unlikely to be undertaken by govern-
ment agencies and large national conservation organizations. These individuals
and groups commonly have a number of constraints that can limit their effective-
ness. This background paper examines the contributions of grassroots organiza-
tions and individuals by illustrating the diversity and range of efforts and indicating,
where possible, the present and potential impacts of these activities on the overall
effort to maintain biological diversity.

This paper is part of the Office of Technology Assessment’s forthcoming
assessment of Technologies To Maintain Biological Diversity. A concurrent back-
ground paper, Assessing Biological Diversity in the United States: Data Consid-
erations, examines the technological and institutional aspects of biological data
relevant to maintaining biological diversity in the United States focusing primari-
ly on Federal data collection efforts. This assessment was prepared by OTA in re-
sponse to requests from the House Committee on Science and Technology, Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations, and the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry, and supported by the House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, and the House Committee
on Agriculture.

OTA wishes to thank and acknowledge the participants of the grassroots work-
shop, the advisory panel, authors of the four OTA commissioned papers on grass-
roots activities, and a number of other individuals who provided helpful materials
and reviews to the OTA staff. In addition, OTA is grateful for the support, assistance,
and cooperation of the various groups and individuals working to maintain bio-
logical diversity in the United States and described herein.
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