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Report Brief

The United States is losing important parts of its cul-
tural heritage at an alarming rate. Preserving America's:
prehistoric and historic sites contributes to our qual-
ity of life, and that of future generauon by increas-
ing ouru Slhing history. also provides
economic benefits such as jobsand incrioudea

To carry out their legal responsibilities for preserv-
ing these important historical resources, Federal agen-
cies must have cost-effective methods for stugying and
protecting them.
cost-effective methods to help stem the loss
irreplaceable resources, especiallyfifsd
veloped in other fields can be transferred to pmser-
vation. The lack of adequate technology transfer dem-
onstrates a conspicuous need for an institution to
coordinate research, disseminate information, and
provide training about new technologies. Congress
could establish:

. a Federal Center for Preservation Technology
within the Department of the Interior or some
other agency;

.a Naﬁogdcgmmfor Preservation Technology
managed by a consortium of universities; or

. a Preservation Technology Board composed of
professionals fromall parts of the preservation
community, to provide guidance for a Center.

The stewardship of prehistoric and historic cultural
resources has not received sufficient attention within
the Department of the Interior and other Federal agen-
cies. Congress could consider altering the institutional
structure of Federal preservation efforts by:

¢ establishing a separate agency tomanage all Fed-
eral cultural programs;

® creating an independent agency devoted to the
care and protection of prehistoric arid historic cul-
tural resources;

® reorganizing the Department of the Interior to
provide for an Assistant Secretary for Natural and
Cultural Resources; or

® leaving the current Federalpreservation structure
intact.

Even if the structure were left intact, Federal agen-
cies could still improve their efforts by developing sus-
tained, organized maintenance programs for historic

Modern technologies mdt

!mprovmg coordination and infor-
; ingamaengs ' and focusingon using
new, eﬁcieﬂtechnologres

Somafomgn countries have been using advanced
' ogiesv ation longer than the United
es. In some cases their technologies represent sig-

JSngeyactices. Foreign experi-

with!g)resewatton techniques, methods, and

Shou'dnbeitexamrned closely for possxble
¢ . S . applications.

eser Historic Structures.—Tax incentives
now avallable for rehabilitating qualified historic build-
ings deroonste the of  the  public-private sec-
tor partnership in historic preservation. Their con-
tinued availability would assist the retention of many
more of America’s historic structures.

tandscapes Preservation.—Significant prehistoric
and historic landscapes continue to be lost because
they are not recognized as important to U.S. history.
implementation o f t h e Olmsted Heritage
Landscapes Act of 1985 (H R. 37) could aid the col-
lection of information on all U.S. historic designed
landscapes. It could also enhance public awareness
prehistorigniicantd historic landscapes.

Preservecks ation.—Historic shipwrecks in
coastal waters, receive very little protection from cur-
rent Admiralty Laws. Yet they contain a wealth of im-
portant information concerning the exploration and

settlement of this country. Passage and rmo!ementﬁ
tion of the proposed Abandoned Shipwrecks Act (

3558/5. 2569) would make it possible to preserve sig-
nificant historic shipwrecks for future generations by
ceding their jurisdiction, ownership, and oversight to
the states.

Stemming Looting and Vandalism.—Both are seri-
ous threats to prehistoric and historic cultural re-
sources. Advanced monitoring devices may aid the
law enforcement process, but the United States also
needs to improve enforcement of policies dealing with
illicit excavation and trafficking in stolen artifacts. Con-
gress could consider amending the Archaeological Re-
sources Protection Act of 1979 and other statutes to
permit private registration of antiquities obtained in
supervised archaeological excavations on private land.




