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Foreword

In honor of the Bicentennial of the United States Constitution, OTA has under-
taken a study of Science, Technology, and the Constitution in an Information Age.
The project was requested by the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of
Representatives and its Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Liberties, and the Adminis-
tration of Justice.

Science and technology have, throughout our history, been major factors in
shaping American society and our way of life. By changing the ways in which
we interact with one another, science and technology often affect the way in which
we define the general welfare, the way in which we view the realm of government,
and the nature of the rights we exercise as American citizens. As we enter our
third century of constitutional history, several areas of technology are undergo-
ing rapid development and promise to have especially profound effects; micro-
electronics, biology, and chemistry, for example, are transforming the practice
of medicine, criminal justice, newsgathering, and other social activities and insti-
tutions.

This background paper summarizes and discusses major themes that are be-
ing explored in the project on Science, Technology, and the Constitution. Several
special reports on these themes are scheduled for release later this year.
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