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Foreword

Rapid progress in biological sciences—so dramatic that we now speak of “The
New Biology”—has brought in its wake many social, legal, and ethical issues. In
research laboratories, medical practice, public health programs, genetic counsel-
ing, law enforcement, insurance, the patenting process, agriculture, and many other
fields, legal controversies and public policy debates have arisen. Some of these
issues, many of which have been probed in recent OTA reports, also entail chal-
lenges to traditional interpretations of constitutional principles and precedents.

This special report considers the implications of new developments in biologi-
cal sciences for the freedoms and protections embedded in our Bill of Rights. It
is one of a series of publications coming from OTA’s Constitutional Bicentennial
Project, begun in 1987 at the request of the House Committee on the Judiciary
and its Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Liberties, and the Administration of Jus-
tice. Earlier publications include a background paper, Science, Technology, and
the Constitution (September 1987), and two special reports: Science, Technology,
and the First Amendment (January 1988), and Criminal Justice, New Technol-
ogy, and the Constitution (May 1988).
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