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Emlio Q Daddari o

Director

Office of Technol ogy Assessment
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Washington, D. C 20515

Dear M. Director:

For all of ny career, | have been seriously concerned
about the problem of equity for rural people. I have had
some successes and sone failures in dealing with this problem
but the fact remains that it is very difficult to deliver
basic human services to people who live in low density cir-
cunstances in the American countryside.

Therefore, | was very excited to receive the enclosed
good letter from Russell A O Neal, GCeneral Manager of the
W sconsin Electric Cooperative Association concerning the
use of broad-band two-way telecomunications in rural areas.
As you will see fromM. Kaye's encl osed paper on transport -
ation of older Anericans in rural areas, he suggests that

sone transportation of people in rural areas nmight be supplanted
with just such a system

| am al so enclosing a copy of Rural Electric nagazine
whi ch describes some “of the activities which rural electric
coo,oeratives are doing in regard to cable television, as
wel | as the New Rural Society Project of Dr. Peter Col dmark.
This material is on pages 12-20.

| also call your attention to a communications satellite
whi ch was | aunched recentl?/ that will be used to train rural
par a- pr of essi onal s in Appal achia and the Rocky Muwuntain States,
and then will be turned around to beama signal to I|ndia.
From what | have seen of this project, it was hastily con-
ceived and | aunched before there was a clear understanding
by anyone of what was to be acconplished. However, it is
an exanple of the fact that communications can play an
i nportant role in reaching rural people, providing some types
of services, educating and inform ng.
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I am aware that the FCC is still groping with
the notion of what it wants cable television to be, and this
indecision has caused delays in exploring the full potential

of the concept of a “wired nation”.

But it seems to me that we already are a wired nation.
It is under standing that with sonme nodifications, |ines which
carry electricity can also carry television pictures. There-
fore, it would appear that the rural electric systens which
are already in place in rural areas could provide a vital new
service for rural people at a limted cost.

However, it is not the intention of the rural electrics
to capture all of cable television in rural areas. Mny and
perhﬁﬁs nost of these cooperatives may not want to get involved
at all.

But for those which mght want to get involved -- for
that matter, for any-individual or group which night want to
get involved, the potential for using conmunications technol ogy
as one of the components that make up the concept of broad
based rural comunity devel opnent is a new bal |l gane.

Therefore, | would appreciate it if OFA would consider
a project to deternmine the feasibility and value of experinenta
efforts to devel op public service for rural areas through the
use Fr.broadband conmuni cations techni ques, whether cable or
satellite.

If it would be helpful to your staff in determning
whether to attenpt this project, | would be pleased to put
themin touch with M. Kaye, Dr. Goldnark and the Nationa
Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

Wth every good wish, | am

Sincerely,

Y i L Z%ng?&,

HERVAN E. TALMADGE
Chai r man

CC: Ira Kaye
Russel [ A. O Nea
Dr. Peter Gol dmark
Tom Hoy
Robert Partridge
David Ham |
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