A Technology Assessment of Coal Surry
Pipelines

March 1978

NTIS order #PB-278675




Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 77-600023

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, D.C. 20402



TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT BOARD, mm"’ of tbt Hnited 5(&‘:5 RUSSEL‘;I:'E;:_:ETERSON
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASS., CHAIRMAN

LARRY WINN, Jr., KANS., VICE CHAIRMAN OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT DPANIEL DESIMONE

DEPUTY DIRECTOR

. , S.C. o E. GUE. .
ROLAL £ STEvENSON L. MORRIS K. UDALL ARIZ. Wasuineton, D.C. 20510
CLIFFORD P. CASE, N.J. GEORGE E. BROWN, JR., CALIF.
TED STEVENS, ALASKA CLARENCE E. MILLER. OHIO
ORRIN Q. HATCH, UTAH JOHN W. WYDLER, N.Y.
RUSSELL W. PETERSON
March 2, 1978
Honorable Henry M Jackson Honorable Harley O Staggers
Chairman, Conmittee on Energy Chairman, Committee on Interstate
and Natural Resources and Forei gn Commrerce
United States Senate U S. House of Representatives
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Honorabl e VWarren G Magnuson
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Gent | enen:

On behalf of the Board of the Office of Technol ogy Assessnent,
we are pleased to forward the results of the assessnent of coal slurry
pi pelines requested by your conmittees.

This assessment will aid in congressional deliberation over
proposed coal slurry pipeline legislation, and we hope it wll
contribute to resolving larger questions of transportation policy,
water resource allocation, and social costs and benefits of energy
development.
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Edward M. Kenne Larry W;I, Jr. #\

Chairman Vice Cwdirman
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Foreword

This assessment analyzes the costs and potential economic,
social, and environmental impacts of coal slurry pipelines, and it
represents the results of a project undertaken in mid-1 976 at the re-
guest of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources;
the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation;
and the House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. | n
addition to aiding in congressional deliberation on several bills that
propose granting Federal eminent domain to coal slurry pipeline
enterprises, the study should contribute to resolving broader ques-
tions of transportation policy, western water allocation, and
regional conflicts over energy development.

The pages that follow include a discussion of the possible ef-
fects on society of coal slurry pipeline development, a comparison
of pipeline and unit train costs, and an analysis of relevant legal and
regulatory issues. Findings address conditions under which slurry
pipelines may be attractive in terms of cost and the influence of
transportation regulatory policy. Also evaluated are the potential
impacts of Slurry pipeline development on the rail industry, conse-
guences of pipeline water use as contrasted with community im-
pacts of increased coal train traffic, and implications of the power
of eminent domain at the Federal, as opposed to State, level.

This report is another in the series of energy assessments that
are being provided to the Congress for its consideration in the
development of national energy policy.
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Director
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