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John Pardon, whose achievements in mathematics and Chinese have driven his ascent to the top of Princeton’s class of 2011, will 
deliver the valedictory address at Commencement on May 31. Pardon’s accomplishments include publishing research in the top 
academic journal in mathematics and being part of Princeton’s winning team in an international Chinese-language debate. 

E r ic Qu i ñon E s

A s a high school student, John Pardon was 
engaged in one of his favorite pastimes — read-
ing math papers online — when he came upon 

a problem crafted by famed Russian mathematician 
Mikhail Gromov that had confounded scholars in the 
field for more than two decades.

Over the years Pardon would return to grapple 
with Gromov’s problem, which concerns an area of 
math known as knot theory. This fall, as a Prince-
ton senior, he unraveled the solution that eluded so 
many others, and will see his results published in the 
Annals of Mathematics, the top journal in the field.

This rare achievement exemplifies the intellectual 
curiosity and scholarly accomplishments that have 
carried Pardon to the top of Princeton’s class of 2011 
as its valedictorian. Pardon, a mathematics major 
from Chapel Hill, N.C., will deliver the valedictory 
address at the University’s Commencement ceremony 
Tuesday, May 31.

The son of Duke University mathematician William 
Pardon, he scored his first perfect math SAT score in 
middle school and began taking advanced coursework 
from an early age, including classes at Duke while still 
in high school. After his sophomore year at Princeton 
he took only graduate courses in the mathematics 
department, with the exception of one high-level 
undergraduate course.

Pardon, whose quiet demeanor balances his high 
levels of motivation and self-direction, said he finds 
inspiration in solving challenging math problems.

“Doing research is much more of a creative process 
than, say, doing a calculation,” he said. “If you’re 
working on good problems, it’s very intellectually 
stimulating to figure out why something is true 
instead of just calculating that it’s true.”

Finding and conquering challenges
Pardon’s desire to conquer intellectual challenges 

drove his efforts to solve the problem presented by 
Gromov in knot theory, which is a branch of topol-
ogy, the study of the properties of space and shapes. 
Gromov’s problem, established in 1983, involves the 
distortion of a particular class of knots called torus 
knots.

“I read a lot of math online — that’s how I’ve come 
to learn about most of the problems that I’ve worked 
on,” Pardon said. “I first saw this problem in high 
school and spent some time thinking about it here 
and there. About a year ago last spring, I thought I 

Pardon breaks ground on path to becoming valedictorian

ru t h st E v E ns

While Princeton undergraduates 
express high levels of satisfaction 
with social and residential life, a 

working group of students, faculty and 
staff is recommending several changes 
to enhance this essential element of the 
campus experience.

In a report issued May 2, the Work-
ing Group on Campus Social and 
Residential Life states: “The basic 
message is clear: Overall levels of 
satisfaction are high (and generally 
higher than at other institutions) and 
where there is dissatisfaction, in large 

Working group recommends changes  
to enhance social and residential life

had a very nice idea about how to solve it. I started 
writing it up and two weeks later realized it was 
completely wrong.” 

However, in his spare time last summer while 
working as a math researcher for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense, he continued to think about the 
problem until he came up with a new direction 
toward a solution. 

This fall he wrote a draft of a paper on the subject 
and shared it with Princeton mathematician David 
Gabai, who suggested Pardon submit the paper to 
the Annals of Mathematics. It is scheduled for publi-
cation in the journal’s July issue.

“A lot of very talented mathematicians would love 
to have solved this problem,” said Gabai, the Hughes-
Rogers Professor of Mathematics. “With some 
problems, people make some progress and it’s clear 
there is a direction to go. But with this one, no one 
really had any idea how to get started.

“This is a true gem of mathematics that connects 
geometry, topology and some analytic arguments. 
I can imagine that in the future, because it’s so 

elegant, people will remember this as a special piece 
of work,” Gabai said. “Part of what is so impressive 
is that he found this problem on his own and recog-
nized it as something he had a chance of doing.”

Pardon has amassed other impressive research 
achievements, having published several papers as an 
undergraduate and presented talks at Princeton and 
other institutions. 

At a dinner in December, Princeton mathematician 
János Kollár told Pardon about a difficult topology 
problem he had been discussing with colleagues. A 
week later, Pardon emailed Kollár with a solution.

“We have been working together since, and he pro-
duced several improvements and went much further 
than I originally hoped for,” said Kollár, the Donner 
Professor of Science, who added that working with 
Pardon “felt like working with a postdoc.” 

For his senior thesis, Pardon produced advances in 
knot theory, building upon work done by Princeton 
alumnus Jacob Rasmussen, now a mathematician at 
the University of Cambridge. Pardon’s thesis adviser, 

measure it does not correlate with any 
specific demographic factor or living 
arrangement. In other words, while 
we found areas for improvement, we 
did not discover any definable group 
that is not having a meaningful and 
rewarding social life at Princeton.”

The 13-member group, appointed by 
President Tilghman in September 2010, 
however discovered after meeting with 
17 focus groups and receiving almost 
300 comments on its website that there 
were some needs that could be better 
met, areas that could be improved and 
concerns that could be addressed. Its key 
recommendations include: 

Students should be prohibited from 
affiliating with a fraternity or sorority 
or engaging in any form of rush at any 
time during the freshman year, or from 
conducting or having responsibility for 
any form of rush in which freshmen 
participate. The penalty for violating 
these prohibitions should be severe 
enough to encourage widespread 
compliance, which probably means a 
minimum penalty of suspension.

The University should significantly 
increase its commitment to enforce 
policies that prohibit serious forms 
of hazing wherever it occurs, and the 
University should become even more 

vigilant in imposing highly consequen-
tial disciplinary penalties on students 
found to have engaged in hazing that 
seriously threatened the health and 
well-being of any student. 

The working group concurs with 
the widespread and strongly held view 
across a broad range of campus con-
stituencies that it would be desirable to 
reinstate a campus pub that would be 
open to all undergraduates, graduate 
students, faculty and staff and help to 
model the responsible use of alcohol. 

The group also recommends several 
initiatives regarding both larger- 
and smaller-scale events on campus, 
building relationships across classes, 
enhancing life in the residential 
colleges, expanding the roles of resi-
dential college advisers and Outdoor 
Action/Community Action groups, 
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Name: Kathleen Fischer

Position: Department manager in the 
Department of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures. Providing administrative 
support to the department chair and 
director of studies. Approving and 
reconciling budgets and expenditures. 
Assisting in the hiring of faculty and 
visiting staff. Providing technical 
support. Organizing honorariums, 
housing and travel for visiting lectur-
ers. Coordinating events including 
conferences, poetry readings and 
concerts.

Quote: “I began at Princeton in 1998 
as an assistant to the associate deans 
of the faculty in Nassau Hall. From 
there I went on to become the program 
manager in Near Eastern studies, and 
for the past eight years I have been in 
my current role. Being at Princeton 
has impacted my life is so many posi-
tive ways. I was married in Prospect 
Garden. I bought my home through 
a Princeton-sponsored program. I 
learned how to Zumba in Dillon Gym. 
I also get to be around some of the 
most interesting people in the world 
every single day.”

Other interests: Animal rescue, outdoor 
activities, and rock and roll.

C layton Marsh, University counsel 
since 2002, has been named 
deputy dean of the college at 

Princeton, effective July 1. Marsh will 
succeed Peter Quimby, who is leaving 
Princeton to become the head of the 
Governor’s Academy in Massachusetts. 

“Clayton is passionate about under-
graduate education and is widely 

considered to be an 
outstanding teacher 
at Princeton,” said 
Valerie Smith, who 
will become dean of 
the college July 1. 
“His capacious intel-
lect, commitment to 
teaching and wide-
ranging knowledge 

of Princeton will serve him well in his 
new position.”

Smith, Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson 
Professor of Literature and a profes-
sor of English and African American 
studies, noted that Marsh emerged 
as the clear leader in the search, and 
his appointment was enthusiastically 
endorsed by many senior faculty mem-
bers and administrators.

“I am delighted that Clayton Marsh 
has agreed to serve as deputy dean 
of the college,” said President Tilgh-
man. “His long association with our 
University — as a member of the class 
of 1985, as a University counsel, and 
as a dynamic teacher in our freshman 
seminar and American studies pro-
grams — has given him a breadth of 
perspective and a depth of institutional 
knowledge that will greatly benefit 
both our undergraduates and his col-
leagues in West College.”

Princeton Provost Christopher 
Eisgruber said, “During his years at 
Princeton, Clayton has worked col-
laboratively and successfully with 
many faculty members, and he has 
demonstrated genuine enthusiasm for 
undergraduate teaching. He is uniquely 
suited to his new role and I look for-
ward to having him as a colleague in 
the academic administration.”

Marsh will direct a number of aca-
demic programs and initiatives, and 
advise undergraduates interested in 

Marsh selected as deputy dean of the college

By the numbers

United Way officials and Univer-
sity volunteers gathered April 25 in 
the Faculty Room of Nassau Hall to 
acknowledge the $190,323 raised for 
the United Way in this year’s campus 
drive.

• The campaign raised $167,299 in 
contributions from faculty, staff and 
retirees — $120,344 from the main 
campus, $39,494 from the Princeton 
Plasma Physics Laboratory and 
$7,461 from retirees. 

• The University matched gifts with 15 
cents on the dollar for every payroll 
deduction contribution and 10 cents 
on the dollar for all other gifts, for 
a total University contribution of 
$23,024. 

• All donations will be distributed to 
United Way programs in Mercer 
County or employees’ home commu-
nities, or to other health and human 
services agencies that were desig-
nated by individual donors.

pursuing independent concentrations. 
Primarily, he will work closely with 
Smith on all matters relating to the 
design and content of the undergradu-
ate curriculum. As the secretary to the 
Faculty Committee on the Course of 
Study and as a member of the Council 
on Science and Technology, he will 
advise and support individual faculty 
members, academic departments and 
certificate programs in their efforts to 
create new courses and programs, and 
also will participate in the development 
of proposals and the administration of 
funds for curricular innovation.

In conjunction with a faculty 
executive committee, Marsh will shape 
and oversee the freshman seminar 
program. He will have supervisory 
responsibility for the Princeton Writ-
ing Program, the Program in Teacher 
Preparation, the McGraw Center 
for Teaching and Learning, and the 
Community-Based Learning Initiative, 
while also serving as the University’s 
faculty athletics representative to the 
NCAA and the accreditation liaison 
officer to the Middle States Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools.

“I am honored to be joining Val and 
her colleagues in West College and 
thrilled to have this opportunity to 

participate in shaping the academic 
journey of our undergraduates,” Marsh 
said. “I look forward to working 
closely with our faculty and admin-
istrators in their ongoing efforts to 
ensure that Princeton continues to be 
a place that changes lives through the 
power of its teaching, the vitality of 
its curriculum and the quality of its 
programs for academic support.”

A 1985 graduate of Princeton with a 
bachelor’s degree in English with high 
honors, Marsh earned a master’s degree 
in English from Stanford University in 
1986, a Ph.D. in English and compara-
tive literature from Columbia University 
in 1995, and a J.D. from the University 
of Michigan Law School in 1997.

As University counsel, Marsh has 
advised and represented the University 
in a broad range of legal and adminis-
trative matters, especially in the areas 
of sponsored research and intellectual 
property. His counsel and advocacy 
for Princeton have been instrumental 
to the advancement of many research 
initiatives and scientific collaborations 
and, last November, he was closely 
involved in the winning trial defense of 
the University’s patent that Eli Lilly & 

Marsh

A memorial service for Elisabeth 
Dahlen, a senior administrator at   
Princeton for more than 20 years, 

is scheduled for 2 p.m. Friday, June 3, 
in the University Chapel. She died of 
cancer on March 29 at age 64.

Dahlen worked in the Office of 
Information Technology from 1987 
until 2004, when she was named 
director of the University’s Tiger-
Card office. She became assistant to 
the treasurer for special projects in 
the Office of Finance and Treasury 
in 2007, a position she held until her 
retirement in 2010. 

Memorial service planned for Dahlen
A full obituary appears on the Office 

of Information Technology’s website at 
<www.princeton.edu/oit/news>. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Elisabeth and F. Anthony 
Dahlen, Jr. Fund, which benefits 
graduate students of Princeton’s 
geosciences department. Memo-
rial contributions may be made with 
checks payable to the Trustees of 
Princeton University and sent to the 
Department of Geosciences, 113 Guyot 
Hall, Princeton University, Princeton, 
NJ, 08544. 

Continued on page 8
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From left:  
Karen Woodbridge of the 
Office of Community and 
Regional Affairs; Audry 
Rosenbloom of the Office 
of Human Resources; Jodi 
Inverso of the United Way; 
and Jennifer Jones, Susan 
Murphy-LaMarche and 
Rosemarie Fuchs-Smith of 
the Princeton Plasma Physics 
Laboratory.
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More news on the Web
Visit the News at Princeton Web page at <www.princeton.edu/main/news> 
for other recent stories, including the following:

• The faculty of the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs 
have approved a plan to restructure the school’s undergraduate program follow-
ing a yearlong committee review led by Princeton President Emeritus Harold T. 
Shapiro and Wilson School Associate Dean Nolan McCarty. The plan includes 
ending the selective admissions process for the undergraduate major and open-
ing the major to all students who meet prerequisite requirements. The revised 
program will go into effect for students enrolling this fall as the class of 2015.  

• Over the next year, senior Lisa Tom will combine her two academic passions 
at Princeton — anthropology and creative writing — by transforming fieldwork 
into fiction. As the 2011 winner of Princeton’s Martin Dale Fellowship, she will 
immerse herself in the community of Chinese Americans living in her native 
Baltimore to write a collection of short stories or a novel about that immigrant 
community.

• Princeton seniors Alissa Escarce and Léa Steinacker each have been awarded 
the University’s Henry Richardson Labouisse ’26 Prize, which will allow them 
to devote a year of service and research related to migrant workers’ rights and 
gender-based violence, respectively. The Labouisse fellowship provides $25,000 
to each recipient to support research in developing countries by graduating 
seniors who intend to pursue a career devoted to problems of development and 
modernization.

• Princeton seniors Justine Drennan and Sukrit Silas have been awarded Gates 
Cambridge Scholarships, which give outstanding students from outside the 
United Kingdom an opportunity to pursue postgraduate study at the University 
of Cambridge. Drennan and Silas are among 90 winners of the Gates Cambridge 
Scholarships from around the world.
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Continued on page 7

TOP: U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor (left) speaks 
about her rise from her humble beginnings to the highest court 
in the land April 29 during the “She Roars: Celebrating Women at 
Princeton” conference. In a conversation with President Tilghman in 
Jadwin Gymnasium, Sotomayor relayed personal anecdotes about 
her decision to attend Princeton and some of the highs and lows of 
legal practice, going through the confirmation process and sitting 
on the bench. BOTTOM: U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan 
speaks April 20 in Richardson Auditorium in Alexander Hall, stressing 
that U.S. schools must get better faster than ever before. To read 
more about both events, visit <www.princeton.edu/main/news>.

sotomayor, Duncan engage 
with Princeton audiences

People

Martin Mbugua, who has more than 17 
years of experience in journalism and 
higher education communications, has 
been named University spokesperson 
at Princeton.

Mbugua (pronounced BOO-gwah) 
joined the Office of Communications 
staff on May 2. He will coordinate 
outreach to local, national and interna-
tional news media for coverage of the 
University, manage media inquiries 
and advise the campus community on 
media relations matters, in addition to 
serving as Princeton’s primary spokes-
person.

“Martin brings with him deep exper-
tise working in media in this country 
and abroad,” said Director of News and 
Editorial Services Cass Cliatt. “Build-
ing on an accomplished career as a 
newspaper reporter in Kenya and New 
York City, he developed a proven track 
record in higher education for effective 
strategic communications, cultivat-
ing strong relationships and creative 
problem-solving. Martin’s contributions 
will be a true asset to the University 
community.”

For the past year, Mbugua served as 
communications and marketing man-
ager for the Murphy Institute at the 
City University of New York, where he 
developed and managed a new com-
munications and marketing strategy to 
support growth in enrollment, iden-
tify and reach new target groups, and 
enhance the national visibility of the 
institute.

From 2004 to 2010 he held the 
position of senior news editor for the 
University of Delaware, where he was 
a media spokesperson and was part of 
the news planning and management 

team for UDaily, an online university 
news site serving 20,000 students and 
a large external community. While 
there, Mbugua received the first-place 
award in the marketing campaign 
category of the 2010 Delaware Press 
Association communications contest 

for the website of 
the Delaware Envi-
ronmental Institute 
and a related portal 
designed for students 
in kindergarten 
through high school.

Mbugua was a staff 
writer for the New 
York Daily News 
from 1998 to 2004, 

where he managed crime and New 
York City Police Department news 
reporting and covered a wide range 
of breaking news. While at the Daily 
News, he was part of a reporting team 
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in the 
breaking news category in recognition 
of superior first-day reporting of the 
terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, and 
the events that followed.

He also served as a freelance U.S. 
correspondent for the Daily Nation and 
the Standard newspapers in Nairobi, 
Kenya, from 1994 to 2006, covering 
news about Kenyans and their dias-
pora.

Mbugua holds a master of business 
administration from the University 
of Delaware and a master of arts in 
government, politics and international 
relations from St. John’s University, 
where he also earned a bachelor of  
science in journalism.

He succeeds Cliatt, who directed 
media relations until assuming over-

Graduate School applications rise 
amid strong international interest

sight of the University’s daily news 
operations and the spokesperson 
position in March 2010, and Emily 
Aronson, who has been serving as 

spokesperson until she could assume 
the newly created position of campus 
life writer and special projects assis-
tant in the Office of Communications.

Mbugua

E m i ly A rons on

P rinceton’s Graduate School 
admitted 1,197 of the 11,689 
applicants who applied for the 

2011-12 academic year, with strong 
interest from international students, 
the school’s global reputation and its 
robust financial aid program con-
tributing to a continued increase in 
applications.

This year saw a 5 percent increase 
in the number of students applying 
for master’s and doctoral programs — 
extending a trend of rising application 
totals in recent years — and marked 
the first time in the Graduate School’s 
history that international applicants 
exceeded U.S. applicants. The 5,936 
international students made up nearly 
51 percent of the applicant pool, while 
the 5,753 U.S. citizens and permanent 
residents made up 49 percent of the 
pool. 

“The Graduate School continues to 
be open to literally every applicant in 
the world, and our programs attract 
a global pool of master’s and doctoral 
candidates,” said David Redman, the 
Graduate School’s associate dean for 
academic affairs. “In addition to our 
international base of applicants, we 
will continue our efforts to recruit a 
diverse group of students from around 
the United States.”

The 10.2 percent overall admission 
rate for this year is similar to last year, 
when 1,193 students were admitted 
from a pool of 11,124 applicants. This 
year the number of admitted students 
who accepted the school’s offer of 
admission by the April 15 postmark 
deadline was 623, or 52 percent, com-
pared with last year’s yield at this time 
of almost 54 percent. 

For the second year in a row, the 
Department of Chemistry received 
marked interest and acceptances from 
doctoral applicants, with the new Frick 
Chemistry Laboratory and expansion 
of the department’s faculty attracting 
stellar students, Redman said. 

The one new graduate program 
this year is the introduction of a joint 
doctoral degree in demography and 
social policy in the Program in Popula-
tion Studies starting in the 2011-12 
academic year. 

Next year also will see a modest 
increase in the University’s graduate 
stipend, with a standard 12-month 
doctoral fellowship of $26,784, up 
3 percent from this year’s standard 
stipend of $26,000.

“Princeton’s Graduate School has 
long set the standard for full funding 
for doctoral students,” Redman said. 
“Our students also teach and win 
outside fellowships, but the base sup-
port that we offer doctoral candidates 
is significant and very attractive to 
applicants.”

Among the total applicants, 1,425 
were American minorities, including 
824 Asian Americans, 372 Hispanics, 
219 African Americans and 10 Native 
Americans. Of the total number of 
minority students, 198 received offers 
of admission. This is the second year 
that figures for the collection of race 
and ethnicity have followed new fed-
eral guidelines allowing applicants to 
identify themselves in more than one 
race or ethnic category. The new self-
identification option means figures for 
American minority groups for the past 
two years cannot be exactly compared 
to applicant data from previous years. 
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University curriculum evolves with faculty and student interests
ush m A PAt E l

From gender to jazz to extrater-
restrial life, a slate of new and revised 
academic offerings available to Prince-
ton students starting this year reflects 
the continued evolution of the Univer-
sity’s curriculum.

As of Feb. 1, the Program in the 
Study of Women and Gender has 
changed its name to the Program in 
Gender and Sexuality Studies to signify 
the changing focus of scholarship in the 
field. In addition, the 2010-11 academic 
year marked the start of four inter-
disciplinary undergraduate certificate 
programs — which allow students to 
supplement their work in their depart-
mental concentrations with focused 
study in another area — in information 
technology and society, jazz studies, 
planets and life, and values and public 
life. Since 2001-02, the University has 
added 11 interdisciplinary programs, 
renamed two departments and four 
programs, and split one program into 
two separate ones. 

With regard to graduate study dur-
ing this period, the University has 
made changes to its offerings at all 
levels — doctoral, master, joint and 
dual degrees. The University also has 
added four graduate interdepartmental 
programs (which do not grant degrees 
but allow students to supplement their 
work in their doctoral programs with 
concentrated study in another area), 
discontinued four interdepartmental pro-
grams, added two graduate certificates 
(which recognize special expertise) and 
renamed two doctoral programs.

These changes reflect the evolution 
of the disciplines and the research 
interests of Princeton’s faculty mem-
bers. As faculty come to the University 
and explore new research areas, and 
as new knowledge is discovered, the 
departments and programs adapt in 
turn. The new degrees and programs 
provide students with the opportunity 
to learn from professors at the cutting 
edge of research and knowledge, and 
give students more options in selecting 
their areas of academic focus. 

“Establishing new programs allows 
students to benefit from the intellectual 
strengths and interdisciplinary ties of 
our faculty,” said Deputy Dean of the 
College Peter Quimby. “They provide a 
way to represent these research interests 
in the undergraduate curriculum, so 
that students can pursue well organized, 
concentrated studies in those areas.”

The creation of interdisciplinary and 
interdepartmental programs formally 
recognizes and organizes work that 
already is being done in academic 
settings, and it helps create new intel-
lectual communities, Quimby said. No 
new faculty members are hired when 
certificate programs are created, but 
the programs are a reflection of the 
desire of the faculty to work across 
departmental boundaries.

“Take, for example, the Program in 
Translation and Intercultural Com-

munication,” he said, referring to an 
undergraduate certificate program 
established in 2007. “Faculty members 
and students certainly were doing every-
thing from translating works from one 
language to another, to figuring out how 
to communicate across cultural bound-
aries. But the new program emphasizes 
the commonalities in these experiences 
— that, for example, people from the 
Lewis Center for the Arts and compara-
tive literature and physics were thinking 
about these kinds of issues together.”

Programs advance interdisciplinary work
The four new certificate programs 

give shape to the interdisciplinary work 
already being done at the University, 
and students have shown strong interest 
in the programs. While the jazz studies 
program has not begun formally accept-
ing students, the three other programs 
established this academic year have 
admitted an average of 15 students.

The Program in Information 
Technology and Society marries the 
technological and societal concerns 
involved in developing and deploy-
ing technology, said Sharad Malik, 
the program’s acting director and the 
George Van Ness Lothrop Professor 
in Engineering. Professors in engi-
neering, history, sociology and the 
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 
International Affairs created the pro-
gram’s core course “Technology and 
Society” last year to provide a common 
foundation for students.

“Technology does not develop in a 
vacuum; by virtue of its applied nature, 
it is shaped by the needs and desires of 
individuals and the societies in which 
they live,” Malik said. “We expect this 
program to attract engineering students 
who have an interest in the societal 
application of their work, as well as 
humanities and social science students 
interested in seeking a technology edu-
cation component that will help them 
understand and deal with technology in 
their lives and careers.”

Computer science major Jennifer 
King was among the first students 
to apply for the certificate. When the 
Princeton senior looks around at her 
field she doesn’t see a niche specialty; 
she sees one of the most powerful 
influences in society today, from the 
instant communication of Facebook 
and Twitter to the complexities of 
computer-driven financial markets.

“Coming from the perspective of a 
CS major, the certificate really under-
scores how interdisciplinary computer 
science is, and has to be, in our society 
today,” King said.

A growing interest in jazz from 
students led to the creation of the 
Program in Jazz Studies, directed by 
Anthony D.J. Branker, the Anthony 
H.P. Lee ’79 Senior Lecturer in Jazz 
Studies. The program offers a wide-
ranging exploration of jazz, from 
theory, composition and performance 
to history and cultural context, along 
with a requirement that students 

develop an educational lecture or 
demonstration to be presented by 
a student-led jazz group at a local 
elementary or middle school.

“I wanted to develop a program that 
was indicative of our commitment to 
jazz education,” Branker said. “It is my 
hope that the Program in Jazz Studies 
will provide our students with a wealth 
of artistic and intellectual experiences 
designed to develop their understanding 
and appreciation of the stylistic and cul-
tural diversity that is inherent in jazz.”

The Program in Planets and Life 
draws upon astronomy, chemistry, 
geosciences, biology, engineering and 
planetary science, said program direc-
tor Adam Burrows, an astrophysical 
sciences professor.

“The studies of the origin of life in 
the astronomical and planetary con-
texts have emerged recently not only 
to become scientifically credible, but 
intellectually fascinating,” Burrows 
said. “The certificate program was 
created in response to strong student 
interest in the associated fundamental 
questions and to tap … the excitement 
among the numerous Princeton faculty 
engaged in cutting-edge research on 
origin-of-life issues.”

In the case of the Program in Values 
and Public Life, faculty members who 
studied moral and political philoso-
phy wanted to gather the resources 
spread across departments, such as 
faculty, courses and research grants. 
The program also makes the resources 
of the University Center for Human 
Values, which sponsors the program, 
more accessible to undergraduates, and 
it provides informal learning oppor-
tunities, for example by organizing 
discussions this year with practitioners 
from the World Bank and Human 
Rights Watch, said program director 
Melissa Lane.

“The program offers focused path-
ways through the curriculum that will 
enable undergraduates to supplement 
work in their major departments with 
a systematic and coherent values-
oriented component,” said Lane, also 
a professor of politics. “The certificate 
has attracted considerable undergradu-
ate interest in its first academic year 
… with [students’] interests focused 
on topics as diverse as bioethics, ethics 
and economics, constitutionalism, and 
religion and society.”

Programs reflect evolving societal issues
Among other new programs, the 

University also has added an under-
graduate certificate Program in Global 
Health and Health Policy that allows 

students to study patterns of disease 
across societies, as well as the role of 
interventions in health improvements 
and the various social factors that 
shape public health. In addition, a new 
certificate in Latino studies allows 
students to focus on the transformation 
and consolidation of Latinos as a pan-
ethnic group; sustainable energy helps 
students understand energy resources 
and changes in the global climate; and 
urban studies prompts undergraduates 
to explore metropolitan regions and the 
cultural, political and economic evolu-
tions in their landscapes (see sidebar).

Changes in research interests drive 
changes at the graduate level as well, 
said Graduate School Associate Dean 
for Academic Affairs David Redman.

The goal, he said, is “to accommo-
date new research areas of faculty” and 
“new research areas that students want 
to be instructed in.” The challenge 
is “both to continue to offer standard 
courses that faculty teach in their spe-
cialty, but also to have flexibility to add 
courses as people’s research interests 
change” or as new disciplines emerge, 
Redman said. 

For example, most recently the Uni-
versity has added a doctoral Program 
in Quantitative and Computational 
Biology, an innovative, multidisci-
plinary field that reflects modern 
biology’s growing reliance on the more 
quantitative sciences and computation. 
And students can now pursue a Ph.D. 
in neuroscience without a correspond-
ing degree in biology or psychology, 
reflecting the growing prominence of 
the field and Princeton’s investment in 
pathbreaking research with the forma-
tion of the Princeton Neuroscience 
Institute.

Meanwhile, departmental name 
changes have reflected shifts in focus 
in the respective departments. The 
Department of Chemical Engineering 
is now the Department of Chemical 
and Biological Engineering, based on 
the growing intersections of biol-
ogy and engineering, as a third of 
the department’s faculty focus on 
questions related to biology in their 
research; and the Department of Ger-
manic Languages and Literatures is 
now the Department of German, with 
a broader focus including media stud-
ies, the visual arts and modern cultural 
studies generally.

The Program in Gender and Sexual-
ity Studies, which offers both graduate 
and undergraduate certificates, sought 
its name change due to developments 

For nearly 40 years, the Program in Theater and Dance put on elaborate productions such as 
the 2007 world premiere production of “Boris Godunov,” which included 13 student actors, 
with Andy Brown (center, in white) playing Boris Godunov, and 12 student dancers. In 2009 
the program became two separate entities to reflect the growing student interest in dance. 
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 Contemporary European politics 
and society

 Dance (formerly part of the 
Program in Theater and Dance)

 Global health and health policy

 Information technology and 
society

 Jazz studies

 Latino studies

New undergraduate certificate  
programs, 2001-02 through 2010-11

 Planets and life

 South Asian studies

 Sustainable energy

 Theater (formerly part of the 
Program in Theater and Dance)

 Translation and intercultural 
communication

 Urban studies

 Values and public life
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NASSAUnotes April 18-May 15

For broader listings of 
campus public events:

PUBLIC EVENTS CALENDAR 
<www.princeton.edu/events>
Information on tickets is available at 
the website below: 

UNIVERSITY TICKETING
<www.princeton.edu/utickets>
(609) 258-9220

CALENDARlinks

For listings by selected University sponsors:
Art Museum
<artmuseum.princeton.edu>
(609) 258-3788

Athletics
<www.goprincetontigers.com>
(609) 258-3568

Center for African American Studies
<www.princeton.edu/
africanamericanstudies/events>
(609) 258-4270

Council of the Humanities
<humanities.princeton.edu/calendar>
(609) 258-4717

Frist Campus Center
<www.princeton.edu/frist>
(609) 258-1766

Lewis Center for the Arts
<www.princeton.edu/arts/events/calendar>
(609) 258-1500

Library
<www.princeton.edu/~rbsc/exhibitions>
(609) 258-3181

McCarter Theatre
<www.mccarter.org>
(609) 258-2787

Music Department
<www.princeton.edu/music>
(609) 258-4241

Offi ce of Information Technology
<www.princeton.edu/academicservices/>
(609) 258-2949

Public Lecture Series 
<lectures.princeton.edu>

President’s Lecture Series
<www.princeton.edu/president/
presidents_lecture_series>
(609) 258-6100

Princeton Institute for International and 
Regional Studies
<www.princeton.edu/piirs/news-events/
events>
(609) 258-4851 

Princeton University Concerts
<www.princeton.edu/puconcerts>
(609) 258-2800

Richardson Auditorium 
<www.princeton.edu/richaud>
(609) 258-5000

School of Architecture
<soa.princeton.edu>
(609) 258-3741

School of Engineering and Applied Science
<www.princeton.edu/engineering/events>
(609) 258-4554

Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 
International Affairs
<wws.princeton.edu/events>
(609) 258-2943 

For additional events sponsored by 
specifi c departments, programs and 
offi ces:
University “A to Z” search page
<www.princeton.edu/main/tools/az>

For audience members needing 
assistance:
Offi ce of Disability Services
<www.princeton.edu/ods>
(609) 258-8840

To offer submissions for “Nassau notes,” 
use the online form: 
<www.princeton.edu/main/news/share/
submitevents> 

Conference: “law, liberty and Virtue”
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. May 16; 9:15 to 
5:15 p.m. May 17
Lewis Library, Room 120

Concert: Tokyo String Quartet
8 p.m. May 19
Alexander Hall, Richardson Auditorium

lecture: “What Do We Mean by 
‘landscape’ in Chinese landscape 
Painting? (And Why Do We Study it?)”
Jerome Silbergeld
3 p.m. May 27
McCormick Hall, Room 106

UPcoming Alumni to return for Reunions

More than 20,000 Princeton 
alumni, family members and 
friends are expected on cam-

pus Thursday through Sunday, May 
26-29, for Reunions activities. 

Highlights will include:
• the P-rade throughout campus 

beginning at 2 p.m. Saturday; 
• alumni-faculty forums and depart-

ment open houses during the day 
Friday and Saturday; 
• the “Battle of the Alumni Bands” 

from 10 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. Friday on the 
Frist Campus Center South Lawn; 
• performances by student groups 

including Quipfi re!, the Princeton 
University Players, Theatre Intime and 
Triangle Club on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday evenings; 
• receptions and student/alumni arch 

sings on Friday and Saturday eve-
nings; and 
• the University Orchestra’s lawn con-

cert at 8 p.m. Saturday on Finney and 
Campbell fi elds, followed by fi reworks 
at 9:15 p.m. 

All alumni and University represen-
tatives again will be required to have 
wristbands to participate in Reunions 
activities in the major reunion head-
quarters courtyards. Wristbands are 
not required for attending lectures or 

performances, watching the P-rade, or 
attending the concert and fi reworks, 
all of which are open to alumni, friends 
and the campus community.

The single fee for wristbands to 
cover Thursday-Saturday evenings is 
$30 per person. Information regarding 
wristband registration was emailed to 
faculty and staff members on May 5. 
Payment is by credit card only. Start-
ing Thursday, May 26, the single fee 
will increase to $40 per person.

Faculty and staff members and their 
guests must pick up their wristbands 
in person in the parlor of Maclean 
House (enter at the front of the house) 
at the following times: between 1 and 
5 p.m. Wednesday, May 25; between 
1 and 5 p.m. and 7 and 11 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 26; and between 7 and 11 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, May 27-28. 
A University ID card and valid driv-
er’s license with photo will be required 
for pickup.

Attendees can access the Reunions 
schedule and other key content via 
smartphone on the Reunions Mobile 
website at <m.princeton.edu/
reunions>. For more information on 
Reunions activities, visit <www.
alumni.princeton.edu/main/goinback/
reunions/> or call (609) 258-1900. 

Several University activities for 
undergraduate and graduate 
degree candidates and their fami-

lies are planned for Sunday through 
Tuesday, May 29-31:
• The Baccalaureate service will take 

place at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 29, in the 
University Chapel. Guests must be 
seated by 1:30 p.m. The speaker will 
be Michael Bloomberg, mayor of New 
York City.
• The Pan-African Graduation will 

be held at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, May 29, 
in Richardson Auditorium, Alexander 
Hall.
• The Latino Graduation is set for 

6 p.m. Sunday, May 29, on the Frist 
Campus Center South Lawn.
• The Class Day ceremony for seniors 

is set for 10:30 a.m. Monday, May 30, 
on Cannon Green. The speaker will be 

Commencement activities set
actress Brooke Shields, a 1987 Prince-
ton alumna.
• The Hooding ceremony for 

advanced degree candidates will begin 
at 5 p.m. Monday, May 30, at Prince-
ton Stadium. President Tilghman and 
Graduate School Dean William Russel 
will preside.
• The University’s 264th Commence-

ment ceremony is slated for 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 31, on the lawn in front 
of Nassau Hall. Guests must be seated 
by 10:15 a.m. President Tilghman will 
preside and address the graduates.

More information about the events, 
including simulcast and webcast 
details, as well as parking instructions 
for members of the University com-
munity and guests, will be available 
on the Princeton home page at <www.
princeton.edu/main>. 
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The Department of Music is hosting a 
free memorial concert for Milton Babbitt, 
Princeton’s William Shubael Conant 
Professor of Music Emeritus, at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, June 5, in Richardson Auditorium 
of Alexander Hall. The concert will feature 
Babbitt’s compositions and will be 
followed by a reception. Babbitt died 
Jan. 29 at age 94; a full obituary can 
be found at <www.princeton.edu/main/
news/archive/S29/65/20O21>.

“Inside the Box,” an exhibition of photography, 

mixed media and other works by multiple 

artists, will be on view from May 23 through 

Aug. 19 in the Bernstein Gallery of Robertson 

Hall. Many of the artists have made site-specifi c 

works that directly relate to the architecture 

in the Bernstein Gallery — playing with the 

geometry and scale of the box-like exhibition 

spaces — including this piece, “My Way,” by 

Marsha Levin-Rojer. For more information, visit 

<wws.princeton.edu/Bernstein>.
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Valedictorian
Continued from page 1

Veronica Shi, the Latin salutatorian for Princeton’s class of 
2011, has immersed herself in the study of classics since her 
introduction to Latin and Greek as a freshman. Professor of 
Classics Joshua Katz noted that Shi “is widely regarded as a 
phenomenon by professors and peers alike.”

JE n n i f E r Gr E E nst E i n A lt m A n n

P rinceton senior Veronica Shi is the daughter of 
two physics professors, and she grew up listen-
ing to them extol the importance of studying 

science and math. But Shi harbored a different pas-
sion: She loved literature. 

“I’ve always loved to read,” said Shi, who in high 
school was especially fond of 19th-century American 
and British writers.

Once she arrived at Princeton, the aspiring English 
major found herself drawn not to Emily Dickinson 
and Jane Austen, but to Homer and Virgil. Though 
she knew no Latin or Greek when she arrived at the 
University, Shi immersed herself in both subjects and 
became an exceptional student of classics. 

Shi’s success as a classics major led to her being 
named salutatorian for the class of 2011. She will con-
tinue the Princeton tradition of delivering a speech in 
Latin at Commencement on Tuesday, May 31. 

Shi learned Latin and Greek her freshman year, 
taking intensive courses that squeeze a year’s worth 
of language instruction into 12 weeks. During the 
summer after her freshman year, she studied one-on-
one with Denis Feeney, the Giger Professor of Latin 
and a professor of classics, so that she could enroll in 
a 300-level course on Virgil’s “Aeneid” the following 
semester. Feeney was astonished by her performance 
in the class, awarding her the first A+ he had ever 
given in a 200- or 300-level Latin course.

“Her fingertip feel for how good Latinists do 
things would be commendable in a graduate stu-
dent; in a sophomore who had known no Latin eight 
months before the course, it was, quite simply, utterly 
staggering,” Feeney said. 

Shi went on to impress her professors with her 
accomplishments in several challenging graduate 
seminars in classics and with her 207-page the-
sis, which traces how Greek and Latin epic poetry 
became a political genre. It was “a stunning per-
formance, by some distance the best thesis I have 
advised or read,” Feeney said. 

A ‘phenomenon’ in the classroom
A native of West Covina, Calif., Shi stands seventh 

in the senior class after seven terms, and has won a 
number of academic prizes. She won the 2011 Daniel 
M. Sachs Class of 1960 Scholarship, one of the high-
est honors given to Princeton undergraduates. She 
also twice received the Shapiro Prize for Academic 
Excellence, was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and in 
2010 was, along with this year’s valedictorian, John 
Pardon, the co-winner of the Class of 1939 Princeton 
Scholar Award, given to the undergraduate who, at 
the end of the junior year, has achieved the highest 

Salutatorian brings Latin to life as ‘something really beautiful’

Professor of Mathematics Zoltán Szabó, described 
the project as a “very original piece of work.”

Seeking a well-rounded experience
Planning from the outset to major in mathematics, 

Pardon chose to attend Princeton because he sought a 
well-rounded liberal arts education rather than focus-
ing solely on technical coursework. After studying 
Spanish in high school, he decided to try a new lan-
guage and selected Chinese, which became his second 
major academic pursuit during his Princeton years. 

“The reason I chose Chinese is the writing system 
is the hardest of all the possible options I had,” he 
said. “From my first class, I realized that the Chinese 
language program here is one of the best in the world 
— I’m very lucky to have chosen it.”

Pardon attended the Princeton in Beijing language 
immersion program in the summer after his fresh-
man year and completed advanced coursework in 
Chinese on campus. Chih-p’ing Chou, a professor of 
East Asian studies who oversees Princeton’s Chinese 
language program, noted that Pardon is one of few 
students he has encountered who mastered Chinese 
in four years of study. 

In the fall of his junior year, Pardon was selected 
for the team that would represent Princeton in the 
International Varsity Debate, a biennial competi-
tion organized by China Central Television and 
Singapore’s Media Corp. Pardon teamed with senior 
Michael Medeiros and junior Jesse Mudrick to win 
the non-native-speaking section of the debate, which 
was held in Singapore in November and broadcast 
across the Chinese-speaking world.

“I was pretty nervous, perhaps less because I was 
speaking Chinese than because I was on TV,” Pardon 
said.

Chou said Pardon’s performance was “highly 
eloquent and animated, with a great sense of humor 
and wit.” Chou, the team’s coach, added that Pardon 
“used several expressions from Confucius’ ‘Analects’ 
and several other classical Chinese texts, many of 
which are normally only used among highly educated 
native Chinese speakers.”

Pardon has received numerous accolades for his 
academic achievements. In 2010 he and Veronica 
Shi, this year’s salutatorian, shared the Class of 1939 
Princeton Scholar Award, which is given annually to 
the undergraduate who, at the end of the junior year, 
has achieved the highest academic standing for all 
preceding college work at the University. He twice 
won the University’s Shapiro Prize for Academic 
Excellence, received prizes for outstanding achieve-
ment within Princeton’s mathematics department and 
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa in 2010.

Pardon also won a 2010 Barry M. Goldwater 
Scholarship, a national award recognizing out-
standing potential in math, natural sciences or 
engineering. He earned a prestigious National Sci-
ence Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship to 
support his graduate studies at Stanford University 
beginning this fall.

Excelling beyond the classroom
While Pardon said he appreciated the freedom he was 

given to take rigorous courses at all levels at Princeton, 
he also found time to enjoy life outside the classroom.

A key to his Princeton experience was “choosing 
what activities are important to me and putting a lot 
of effort into them,” he said. “There were so many 
things I could do, ranging from math research to 
interesting classes to playing the cello.”

Pardon, who has played cello since he was 6, has 
been a four-year member of the Princeton University 
Sinfonia student orchestra and twice won Sinfonia’s 
annual concerto competition.

“John has always been my right-hand man — 
literally, having sat at the front of Sinfonia’s cello 
section to my right since his freshman year,” said 
Ruth Ochs, the Sinfonia conductor and a lecturer 
in the Department of Music. “Early on I discovered 
how lucky I was to have his ongoing dedication to 
Sinfonia. He is a quiet yet thoroughly respected 
leader in Sinfonia. Admired by all for his techni-
cal prowess, he always is a team player. He uses his 
talents on behalf of the music and Sinfonia’s inter-
pretation of it.”

Noting that Pardon has continued to take  
private cello lessons throughout his Princeton 
years, Ochs added, “He has marched through rep-
ertoire that you also hear from cellists studying at 
music conservatories.”

Pardon has engaged in several other extracurricu-
lar pursuits in addition to music. His experience in 
the Outdoor Action freshman orientation program 
inspired him to serve as a leader for an orientation trip 
to the Green Mountains in Vermont prior to his junior 
year. He has been a member of the student Juggling 
Club, which includes a number of other math students. 
Pardon also chose to live in Butler College for all four 
years at Princeton, saying he enjoyed the friendly sur-
roundings of the residential college.

As he looks ahead to graduate school, Pardon said 
he has not yet decided on a specific area of concentra-
tion within math and that a career in academia is a 
possibility. His main goal is to continue to pursue 
intellectual challenges and follow the independent 
path he has charted thus far.

“The freedom to do your own self-directed 
research is hard to come by,” he said. 

academic standing for all preceding college work at 
the University.    

Professor of Classics Joshua Katz said Shi “is 
widely regarded as a phenomenon by professors and 
peers alike.” He noted “her tenacity and organiza-
tional skills; her unusual ability to focus on details 
while also having grand ideas about the big picture; 
and above all, the speed with which she learns — 
really learns — languages.” He also praised her 
fluency “about anything from the manuscript tradi-
tion of Virgil to the grave problems with college 
accreditation, and from the Hieroglyphic Luvian 
writing system to the joys of Chopin.”

Shi also has been active at Princeton outside the 
classroom. She is a student member of the Faculty 
Committee on the Course of Study, as well as a 
member of the Undergraduate Student Government’s 
Academics Committee and the Behrman Undergrad-
uate Society of Fellows. Last fall she served as one of 
two undergraduate students on the search committee 
for the new dean of the college. She also has served as 
a peer adviser in Butler and Mathey colleges.

Next year, Shi will use her Sachs Scholarship to 
pursue a master’s degree in Greek and Latin lan-
guages and literature at Worcester College at the 
University of Oxford. She plans to pursue an aca-
demic career of teaching and, in addition, carve out 
a role as an advocate on behalf of classics and the 
humanities in American higher education. 

It was a course at the Woodrow Wilson School of 
Public and International Affairs on higher education 
policy, taught by Associate Professor of Psychol-
ogy and Public Affairs Daniel Oppenheimer, that 
prompted Shi to consider the role of promoting the 
study of classics.

“It got me thinking about the larger question of 
articulating the importance of the humanities,” Shi 
said. “I came to feel that being a responsible scholar 
of the classics involves knowing how to express to the 
public at large why this discipline, even though seem-
ingly very rarified, is worth studying and making 
accessible to a wider audience.”  

For Shi, part of the potency of classics is its 
endurance.

“Homer is almost 3,000 years old, and even today, 
we can still read and appreciate his poetry in the 
original language,” Shi said. “This ability to bridge a 
huge divide of culture and time is what really makes 
classics magical.”

Shi worked to bring that magic to the Princeton 
community earlier this year when she crafted a 
libretto in classical Latin for an original opera cre-
ated by students called “Nero Artifex.” Watching the 
students onstage singing an entire opera in Latin was 
“remarkable,” Shi said. 

“I hoped it would be a powerful argument for 
the idea that Latin isn’t a dead language,” she said. 
“Bringing the language to life and letting people 
hear it shows that it’s not mysterious and arcane, but 
something really beautiful.”

The same may be said of the salutatorian speech on 
which Shi is working. “I hope to have fun with it and 
do something different,” she said. “What I’m plan-
ning will be a treat to those who know Latin.”

Among those at Commencement listening to the 
speech will be Shi’s parents, who were initially 
less than thrilled with her choice to study classics. 
But many conversations about her studies — and a 
birthday present to her mother of Marcus Aurelius’ 
“Meditations,” which Shi had read during her fresh-
man year in a course on humanistic studies — won 
them over. 

“They were actually humanists at heart,” Shi said. 
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Curriculum
Continued from page 4

in the field. In the 1990s, said program 
director Jill Dolan, scholars began to 
make more distinctions between gender 
and sex, while also examining a broader 
range of gender and sexual identities. 

“The name change to gender and 
sexuality studies allows the program 
to reflect the ever-evolving focus of this 
dynamic field,” said Dolan, Prince-
ton’s Annan Professor of English and 
professor of theater. “As an intellectual 
project that’s attuned to the social 
movements from which it springs, 
gender and sexuality studies here at 
Princeton will continue to honor its 
history in women’s studies through 
our courses, our programming and 
our scholarship, while broadening our 
scope to include gender and sexuality 
writ large.”

Founded in 1981 mainly as an 
undergraduate program, it was initially 
called the Program in Women’s Stud-
ies, renamed the Program in the Study 
of Women and Gender in 1999, and 
expanded in 2006 to offer a graduate 
course of study and graduate certificate. 
The recent name change continues its 
evolution. The program also is growing 
in size, with its faculty roster, com-
prised of an executive committee and 
associated faculty, growing from 29 in 
2008-09 to 44 in 2010-11, adding pro-
fessors from the philosophy, economics 
and molecular biology departments.

The number of courses offered 
by the program or cross-listed with 
another program has grown from 19 to 
30 in the same period, with additions 

such as “Women in Politics, Media 
and Contemporary U.S.,” “Inequality: 
Class, Race and Gender” and “Gender 
and Development in the Americas.”

In addition to gender and sexuality 
studies, the University has recognized 
new graduate-level interdepartmen-
tal programs over the last decade in 
health and health policy (which also 
offers a certificate), quantitative and 
computational biology and renaissance 
studies. Social policy has become an 
active and attractive joint Ph.D. pro-
gram involving the Wilson School, the 
Program in Population Studies and the 
departments of politics, sociology and 
psychology. This spring, the Center 
for African American Studies added 
a graduate certificate through their 
interdepartmental program. These 
additions have allowed students to 
concentrate their doctoral studies in 
areas where a core community of schol-
ars has arisen to support the students’ 
work.

Departments and programs continue 
to make curricular changes regarding 
courses also. Some social science and 
natural science departments recently 
have created methodology courses or 
core courses to fill gaps in the curricu-
lum. In the general area of professional 
development, the University has 
introduced writing courses for science 
and engineering students and eth-
ics courses for natural science, social 
science and engineering students. 
And with faculty members’ assistance, 
students are able to suggest and initi-
ate courses, such as recent courses in 
public education reform and environ-
mental entrepreneurship.  

Finding ways to deepen intellectual 
connections among faculty members 

The new Program in Information Technology and Society takes a broad look at the issues 
involved with developing and deploying technology. Professor of History Michael Gordin 
(above) teaches “Technology and Society,” a foundational course created by professors in 
engineering and the social sciences. 
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and engage students will continue to 
be a driving force in developing new 
academic programs, Quimby noted.

“Certificate programs come about 
because faculty members are working 
in an area where they see interdis-

ciplinary connections that would be 
engaging to students,” he said. “They 
work with our office to make those 
things come to life.”

Steven Schultz contributed to this 
story. 

P rinceton’s Council for Interna-
tional Teaching and Research 
has selected two faculty propos-

als — one focused on hydrology and 
food security, and another on analytic 
philosophy — to receive funding for 
the creation of new global research 
initiatives.

The projects will be supported by 
the Princeton Global Collaborative 
Network Fund (formerly the Global 
Collaborative Research Fund), which 
facilitates international scholarly 
networks that enable Princeton to 
engage with centers of learning 
worldwide. The two new research 
networks will begin in fall 2011. The 
grants total $450,000 over a three-
year period.

New Global Collaborative Network Fund projects selected
The newly selected projects and their 

coordinating faculty members are:
Coupling Hydrological Forecasts and Food 

Security in Sub-Saharan Africa and China 
(Kelly Caylor, Justin Sheffield and Eric Wood, 
civil and environmental engineering). This 
initiative will bring together university 
scholars, nongovernmental research-
ers and government scientists from 
the United States, Africa, China and 
Europe to explore issues related to how 
food security is affected by rainfall 
variability and by human- or climate-
induced land and water degradation. 
The goals of the project are to identify 
potential hydrological forecast models 
to be incorporated into operational 
decision-making in sub-Saharan Africa 
and China; to develop core research 

Two earn endowed 
professorships

Two faculty members have been 
named to endowed professor-
ships, effective July 1, 2011. They 

are:
• Harold James, the Claude and Lore 

Kelly Professor in European Studies.
• Cecilia Rouse, the Lawrence and 

Shirley Katzman and Lewis and Anna 
Ernst Professor in the Economics of 
Education. 

T he following faculty members have 
submitted their resignations:

Effective Feb. 1, 2011: Lian-Tao 
Wang, assistant professor of physics, to 
accept a position at the University of 
Chicago.

Effective July 1, 2011: Boaz Barak, asso-
ciate professor of computer science, to 
accept a position at Microsoft Research; 
Taryn Dinkelman, assistant professor of 
economics and public affairs, to accept a 
position at Dartmouth College; Melissa 
Harris-Perry, associate professor of poli-
tics and African American studies, to 
accept a position at Tulane University; 
and David Stern, professor of ecology and 
evolutionary biology, to accept a posi-
tion at Janelia Farm Research Campus.

Effective Sept. 1, 2011: Alexandre 
d’Aspremont, associate professor of 
operations research and financial 
engineering, to accept a position at 
the European Research Council; and 

Faculty members submit resignations
Joseph Fowler, assistant professor of 
physics, to accept a position at the  
University of Colorado-Boulder. 

sites across these two regions; and to 
establish a network of policy experts, 
practitioners and science experts to 
study future patterns and trajectories 
of food security within the developing 
world through the year 2050.

Cooperative Research Network in Analytic 
Philosophy (Daniel Garber, philosophy). This 
project aims to establish a joint institute 
of Princeton, the Australian National 
University, the University of Oxford 
and the Institut Jean-Nicod in Paris for 
research in analytic philosophy, incor-
porating areas such as epistemology, 
metaphysics and value theory. The ini-
tiative will include exchanges of faculty 
and students, joint research seminars 
and projects, conferences, and lectures. 
The network is modeled after a partner-

ship between Princeton’s Department 
of Mathematics and institutions in 
China, Germany, the United Kingdom, 
Israel and Russia that was supported 
by the first round of Global Collabora-
tive Network Fund grants announced 
in 2009.

The Global Collaborative Network 
Fund, now in its third year, allocates 
grants to sustain collaborative initia-
tives of significant global scholarship 
and to promote career development of 
scholars at all stages with the pur-
pose of enhancing Princeton scholars’ 
participation in global research. The 
fund is part of a series of interna-
tional initiatives outlined by President 
Tilghman and Provost Christopher 
Eisgruber in fall 2007.

For more information about the new 
grants, visit <www.princeton.edu/
international>. 

Graduate
Continued from page 3

The school continues its recruitment 
and retention efforts aimed at U.S. 
students from minority and under-
represented backgrounds, Redman 
said. The Princeton Summer Under-
graduate Research Experience, an 
eight-week program for prospective 
students who express serious inter-
est in pursuing doctoral degrees, has 
become particularly successful in  
generating high-quality applicants, he 
said. Some recent participants were 
admitted to Princeton graduate pro-
grams this year. 

Among all admitted students 460, 
or 38 percent, are women and 737, or 
62 percent, are men. International stu-
dents were admitted from 56 countries, 
with the largest number of students 
expected from, in order, China, India, 
Canada, Korea, Singapore and the 
United Kingdom.

Academic fields admitting the high-
est proportion of their applicants were 
the natural sciences and mathematics 
with 14 percent admitted, followed by 
the Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs with 13 
percent admitted. The percentage of 
admitted applicants for other fields was 
11 percent for engineering, 8 percent 
for the humanities, 7 percent for social 
sciences and 7 percent for the School of 
Architecture. 

The average Graduate Record 
Examination (GRE) scores for admit-
ted students were 589 out of 800 on 
the verbal section, 719 out of 800 on 
the quantitative section and 4.2 out of 
6 on the analytical writing section. 

The Graduate School expects 2,300 
degree students in their first five 
years of study to make up the total 
enrollment for the fall. An additional 
estimated 316 students are expected 
to be in Dissertation Completing 
Enrollment status held by students 
completing the dissertation portion of 
their degree requirement. 
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Social life
Continued from page 1

 ... while Princeton 
is first and foremost 

an academic 
institution, it also 
cares deeply about 

developing each 
student’s non-

academic interests 
and talents and 

preparing students 
to live healthy, 
productive and 

meaningful lives 
that include 

opportunities for 
leadership and 

service to others.

“

”

and revamping aspects of freshman 
orientation and Princeton Preview.

“The working group was asked to 
put forward its judgments and sug-
gestions and to stimulate lively and 
informed conversation about on-
campus social and residential life,” 
the report concludes. “The next steps 
depend on those students, faculty 
and staff who have responsibilities 
in these areas. It is now for them to 
decide which of the ideas and recom-
mendations in this report ought to be 
pursued, by whom and at what pace. 
The members of the working group 
would be delighted to participate in 
this ongoing conversation in any ways 
they can be helpful.”

Following up on previous work
Tilghman appointed the working 

group following a period of significant 
change in campus life. A new four-year 
residential college system had been 
implemented, creating new living and 
dining options for juniors, seniors and 
graduate students. The Frist Cam-
pus Center was celebrating its 10th 
anniversary; the Fields Center for 
Equality and Cultural Understanding 
had moved into spacious new quarters; 
and Campus Club — a former eating 
club — had reopened as a gathering 
place for all undergraduate and gradu-
ate students. 

A separate student-faculty-staff-
alumni task force had spent the 
previous year examining relationships 
between the University and the eat-
ing clubs, organizations founded and 
operated by students and alumni that 
for more than a hundred years have 
played an integral role in undergradu-
ate life at Princeton. In May 2010 that 
task force issued a report making 25 
recommendations to improve the rela-
tionships and the experiences students 
have in the clubs. In addition, the task 
force identified several issues related 
to undergraduate on-campus social 
and residential life that fell outside of 
its charge, but that it thought merited 
careful review by a similarly consti-
tuted group of students, faculty and 
staff. 

Tilghman asked the new group to 
address the issues identified by the 
Eating Club Task Force and, spe-
cifically, to accomplish two tasks: 
review the University’s goals regard-
ing undergraduate on-campus social 
and residential life; and answer four 
questions: How can undergraduate 
social and residential life be enhanced 
and improved on campus? How can 
the University enrich the social and 
residential experience in the residen-
tial colleges? What is and should be 
the role of fraternities and sororities 
at Princeton? Is it desirable, and if so, 
feasible to reintroduce a campus pub? 

The working group included five 
undergraduates, two faculty mem-
bers (one of them a residential college 
master) and six members of the staff, 
including two directors of student life 
in the residential colleges and, as co-
chairs, Vice President for Campus Life 
Cynthia Cherrey and Vice President 
and Secretary Robert Durkee.

In addition to meeting with focus 
groups and creating a website, the 
group examined data about the social 
and residential experience of Prince-
ton undergraduates, and it met with 
an outside expert on fraternities and 
sororities. It also established an affili-
ated committee under the leadership 
of Amy Campbell, director of campus 
life initiatives in the Office of the Vice 
President for Campus Life, to examine 
in detail the issues related to reinstate-
ment of a campus pub.

Identifying goals and themes
The group’s report provides a brief 

history of social and residential life at 
Princeton, as well as a snapshot of the 
data the group considered in making 
its recommendations.

In reviewing the University’s goals 
regarding undergraduate on-campus 
social and residential life, the report 
states: “In its undergraduate admis-
sion process, Princeton University 
looks carefully at two sets of charac-
teristics. One set focuses on academic 
qualifications and capacities, while 
the other encompasses extracurricular 
activities, leadership potential and a 
broad range of personal qualities. Both 
sets of characteristics are important 
because while Princeton is first and 
foremost an academic institution, it 
also cares deeply about developing 

each student’s non-academic interests 
and talents and preparing students to 
live healthy, productive and meaning-
ful lives that include opportunities for 
leadership and service to others.”

The residential experience and cam-
pus social life, the report concludes, 
are intended to develop core values 
and build the skills needed to cre-
ate a sense of community and mutual 
respect, a sense of responsibility for 
themselves and others, an empathy 
for those from different backgrounds 
and a capacity to be refreshed, foster 
friendships and live a balanced life.

Throughout the report, students and 
alumni who submitted comments to the 
group’s website are quoted. “I think 
the goals for social and residential life 
should be about creating opportunities 
for meaningful interaction, to prepare 
students for life beyond the University, 
and also to provide a social network 
that ensures that they have support and 
guidance and the strength of commu-
nity,” one wrote. “I also think that there 
must be an expectation of responsible, 
thoughtful, engaged participation for 
all campus community members in the 
social life of the campus.” 

The working group identifies three 
recurring themes that emerged in its 
work: an “intense desire” by entering 
students to get to know older under-
graduates in order to benefit from their 
experience; the importance of relieving 
stress and building friendships through 
unstructured socializing; and the call 
for a broader sense of community.

Recommendations
In recommending the changes 

regarding fraternities and sororities, 
the report states, “The working group 
expresses its concern that because 
of the nature of the selection process 
and the cost, fraternities and sorori-
ties exacerbate the divide on campus 
between students of means and stu-
dents with limited resources. It also 
expresses its concern that behavior 
within some of the Greek organiza-
tions is demeaning, dangerous and 
incompatible with Princeton’s values.”

The proposal to prohibit first-year 
students from affiliating with these 
organizations grew out of a concern 
that “membership … in freshman year 
narrows students’ social circles before 
they gain a full sense of the opportuni-
ties Princeton has to offer or experience 
the full diversity of backgrounds and 
interests among their fellow students,” 
the report states. “This concern is 
heightened by the pipeline relationship 
that exists between some of the Greek 
organizations and some of the eating 
clubs, which has the effect of tracking 
students very early in their Princeton 
careers.”

This recommendation, as well as 
the one on enforcing hazing policies, 
also emerged from a concern about the 
dangerous use of alcohol, according to 
the report.

“The particular circumstances of 
Greek life at Princeton accentuate this 
concern,” the report states, “because 
(a) rush takes place in freshman year 
when students may be more insecure 
and less capable of resisting peer pres-
sure than they will be in later years; 
(b) students may be more susceptible 
to peer pressure if they believe admis-
sion to a fraternity or sorority will also 
get them into the eating club of their 
choice; and (c) the lack of a significant 
junior and senior presence in fraterni-
ties and sororities at Princeton means 
that most pledging and hazing is 
conducted by sophomores, in contrast 
to the junior and senior leadership that 
more typically exists on campuses with 
fully developed Greek systems.”

The group is not proposing a pro-
hibition beyond freshman year, but is 
recommending the University continue 
with its policy of not officially recog-
nizing fraternities and sororities. This 
means the organizations cannot use 
University resources or facilities. The 

group also recommends that the Uni-
versity be more vigilant in challenging 
the national fraternities and sororities 
that use Princeton’s name on their 
websites.

While the working group endorses 
the widely supported reinstatement of 
a campus pub, it states that the next 
step of finding a place for it was more 
difficult. In the end, it acknowledges 
the advantages of building a new facil-
ity, but recommends as more feasible 
converting one of two spaces on cam-
pus: the downstairs “Tap Room” at 
Prospect House; or the downstairs café 
area at Chancellor Green.

“The working group believes the 
benefits that would accrue from reinstat-
ing a pub, especially in helping to create 
a more responsible culture on campus 
regarding alcohol, justify the investment 
of time and resources to develop a plan 
for one of these two locations, and seek 
the approvals and funding necessary to 
go forward,” the report states.

The working group also recom-
mends a variety of changes to address 
the recurring themes that surfaced.

They include adding one or two “big 
signature events” each year to attract 
all four undergraduate classes, such as 
concerts with headliner talent, all-
student dances, or an annual Princeton 
birthday party with music, dancing 
and a special cake. It also recom-
mends smaller-scale events intended 
to increase bonding within each of the 
classes and among the classes. In addi-
tion, the report calls for more events in 
the residential colleges that are open 
only to college members, open to those 
outside the college and planned by 
students, as well as greater outreach to 
juniors and seniors.

The working group also suggests 
that Outdoor Action and Community 
Action groups get together on occasion 
throughout freshman year to share 
experiences and seek guidance from 
the upperclass students who lead these 
pre-orientation programs. 

The report asks whether residential 
college advisers and dormitory assis-
tants in the upperclass dorms should 
play more of a role in building a sense 
of community in those dorms. 

In addition, the report recommends 
making a greater effort during orienta-
tion to bring freshmen together with 
upperclass students who can share 
their insights and experiences. And it 
suggests creating more time for bond-
ing and fun at both orientation and 
Princeton Preview, the annual hosting 
program for admitted students and 
their families. 

www.princeton.edu/reports/2011/campuslife
Online: Full report

Co. licenses to make the cancer treat-
ment known as Alimta.

Marsh also has held a variety of 
University-wide appointments, includ-
ing serving as: one of seven trustees of 
the Stanley J. Seeger Hellenic Fund, 
the foundation supporting the Pro-
gram in Hellenic Studies; chair of the 
NCAA Certification Steering Commit-
tee that conducted a comprehensive 
self-study of Princeton athletics in 
2007-08; and a member of the Eat-
ing Club Task Force. He is a fellow of 
Mathey College.

Appointed a lecturer in English 
in 2003, Marsh has taught fresh-
man seminars on self-invention and 
imposture in American literature, as 
well as an upper-level American stud-
ies seminar on American trials and 
literature. His research has focused on 
mid-19th-century American literature 
and culture. 

Prior to joining the administration, 
Marsh practiced commercial litiga-
tion at Sullivan & Cromwell, where he 
was a member of the team represent-
ing Microsoft Corp. in a number of 
high-profile antitrust lawsuits, and at 
Cravath, Swaine & Moore, where he 
was a member of the team representing 

Time Warner Inc. in its merger with 
AOL. For seven years he was a faculty 
member in the English department at 
the Lawrenceville School, where he 
also served as a resident housemaster 
and coached football and wrestling. 

T he Board of Trustees has approved 
the promotions of eight faculty 
members, all effective July 1, 2011. 

The faculty members and their 
departments, by the academic rank to 
which they are being promoted, are:

Professor — Yueh-Lin (Lynn) Loo, 
chemical and biological engineering; 
Nicole Shelton, psychology; and Stanislav 
Shvartsman, chemical and biological 
engineering and the Lewis-Sigler 
Institute for Integrative Genomics. 

Associate professor (with continu-
ing tenure) — Göran Blix, French and 
Italian; Maria Garlock, civil and envi-
ronmental engineering; Mikko Haataja, 
mechanical and aerospace engineering; 
Grigore Pop-Eleches, politics and inter-
national affairs; and Anatoly Spitkovsky, 
astrophysical sciences. 

Board approves  
eight promotions

Marsh
Continued from page 2


