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Engage your students


McGraw Commons is an online publishing platform for teaching and learning, supporting the shared creation of projects as learning activity.  Sites developed with McGraw Commons can be cumulative in which students contribute to work done in prior semesters, or serve as the product of a single course. Course projects can be made publicly available on the web or restricted to the participants of the course.









		

	

REQUEST A SITE



	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]








Course websites & blogs



	
		
			










Course sites and blogs are created in collaboration with faculty to support and encourage collaborative coursework that takes advantage of the multimedia and interactive aspects of online platforms. Course blogs can be used as platforms for publishing student work and as a vehicle for student peer-review. In addition to the basic features of a blog such as pages, posts, comments, tags, and categories, external tools for maps, timelines, and other visualizations can be integrated, and custom tools can be developed according to your teaching goals. A unique feature of blogs is the extremely flexible and dynamic display of content. By default, blogs generate listings of post content chronologically, but blogs also automatically generate lists of posts based on months, authors, tags, and categories. This flexibility means that blogs can be used in a huge variety of ways. Below are some common ways that blogs on McGraw Commons have been used.
























		

	

As platforms for reading responses, media reflection, or for peer review


	
		
			Every page and post on a blog is optionally equipped with a commenting tool, supporting threaded discussion. Comments offer possibilities for course assignments in which students comment upon each other’s work, write reviews of media items, or reflect upon a reading.


		

	



As a record of overseas travel experiences or supporting community-engaged scholarship


	
		
			A blog can serve as a public or private record of students’ experiences overseas or in the field. A public blog can provide a platform for sharing their work with the community or with family members, while a private blog can help to reinforce a sense of shared experience while working off-campus.


		

	



As a publishing platform for journalism


	
		
			Journalism provides a fairly obvious use-case for blogs. By default, a blog displays a listing of the most recent posts added to the blog, providing a dynamic and up-to-the-minute publishing platform.


		

	



As a media archive (podcasts, film, videos, images)


	
		
			Many courses use a blog as a means of collecting and publishing media collections. Blogs add organization to the display of media elements through tags and categories and can add a unique visual character to the collection.


		

	



Supporting annotation assignments


	
		
			McGraw Commons contains several tools for simple annotation such as image tagging, video commenting, and annotated maps. While these tools are not as sophisticated as dedicated annotation platforms such as Perusall or Hypothesis, having the tools embedded within the course blog offers opportunities to illustrate course materials using multimedia.


		

	



Publishing custom textbooks and other instructional materials


	
		
			With the addition of ‘plug-ins’ developed at the McGraw Center, several departments have used blogs on Commons to create online textbooks. These plugins allow for the inclusion of various types of exercise prompts within the pages of the textbook. When the student return to the page, those prompts are re-populated with their answers making the online textbook a personal workbook.


		

	












	
		
			

Maps

Add maps to your blog to provide context and a visually engaging navigational element. Use the built-in Leaflet mapping plugin to add maps to individual posts or add a cumulative map that displays the locations of all of your posts.

Maps also allow for image overlays, including geo-referenced historic maps.
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Network graphs of posts

Generate network graphs of the the relationships between posts and categories.






		

	






	
		
			

Annotated images

Use the Annotorious plugin to embed images on posts and pages. Highlight areas of the image to annotate, comment, and reply to others.  Annotations can also include tags.
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Zooming image viewers

Use the built-in OpenSeadragon plugin to zoom into large images or work with resources from the Princeton University Library, Princeton University Art Museum, and institutional repositories using the IIIF-enabled Universal Viewer..










		

	






	
		
			



Subtitle highlighting

Display video subtitles on the screen with synchronized highlighting or within the video screen using the built-in video player.
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Publicly available blogs on Commons



	
		
			
  McGraw CommonsIIIF for EducationBorderlandRace and Living LaboratoriesEnter the New NegroLocal Reporting: Paris as a Case Studyrepresenting slavery: rereading the visual narrativeBorderlandShakespeare's Dramatic LanguageMigration Reporting: ManitobaIntroduction to Asian American Studies: Race and War BorderlandKorean Travel Narratives, 1100s-1930sContagionArtworks selectionOtherFutures || 2018 ||Lionel Gossman, Work on the WebSPA 207-S JUNIO 2018The Art and Science of Motorcycle DesignJoseph Henry ProjectMAE511: Experimental Methods I63 Tiger Cub Motorcycle58 Tiger Cub Motorcycle65 Tiger Cub Motorcycle57 Tiger Cub Motorcycle56 Terrier Motorcycle59 Tiger Cub Motorcycle64 Tiger Cub Motorcycle63-2 Tiger Cub Motorcycle62 Tiger Cub MotorcycleThe Ōnin WarMidterms MatterGender, Sexuality, and MediaInternational News: Migration ReportingReporting After War, Post-Conflict Nation Building in BosniaIndigenous BrazilFirst Step ChineseService FocusAmerican AgrariansImmigration Politics, Policymaking in the U.S.From Haiti to Ferguson: The Global Black Freedom Struggle Spanish for a Medical Mission in EcuadorEPICSStructures and the Urban EnvironmentBorderlandSPA 207-S JUNIO 2019About FacesIntermediate-Advanced Chinese60 Tiger Cub MotorcycleRare Book Working GroupAudio Journalism: The Art of Narrative Storytelling for Radio and PodcastsSAMPA: SPO PRINCETON + DIVERSITAS USP + MUNGUNZÁTopics in Latin American Modernity: The Culture of the Cuban RevolutionJewel of the Delta60 Tiger CubPatagonia: From Landscape to Lifestyle BrandArt MakingMedical Anthropology “A War on Poor People”: Speaking Out Against Drug CriminalizationRomance of the Three KingdomsRemote Ethnography WorkshopCROWDSOURCING TRENTONPrinceton English Department OutreachSondheim’s Musicals and the Making of AmericaSpenser Reading GroupMigration ReportingCulture, Media, and DataTartarugas Ninjas (lusófonas)The Side UnseenMonsters in the Spirit WorldCritical Perspectives in Global HealthClarice: 100 EarsLiving FormsDigital FoodMulticultural London:|The Literature of Migrants and ImmigrantsFrom Animal Learning to Changing People's Minds63-3 Tiger Cub MotorcycleEnvironmentalismsTigers in TranslationModern Caribbean HistoryCan we Build Anti-Racist Technologies?Borders(ish)Shifting BordersInterdisciplinarity and AntidisciplinarityPoetry and the ArtsКод Мира, Code of the WorldDeaccession1954 Triumph Terrier MotorcycleTeaching TransformationsEarning Our Stripes Podcast Marginalization in Medieval ManuscriptsHigh-Water Mark365 Chinese CharactersIs Politics a Performance?Interdisciplinarity and AntidisciplinarityLiterature & FashionSpanish for a Medical Caravan in Ecuador1954 Tiger Cub MotorcycleNew SchoolsReimagining Landscape, Ecology, and PlaceMaking the Viking AgeThe Russian Empire: State, People, NationsMedical SpanishInterdisciplinarity and Antidisciplinarity59 Tiger Cub Motorcycle    
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