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The Last Drop
For many years, urban planners, environmentalist and many academics have tried to curtail the onslaught of the automobile in American life.  This has included Wilfred Owen with his Metropolitan Planning Problem in the middle 50s, and in the early 70s : Richard Hebert’s Highways to Nowhere, Ronald Buel’s Dead End, and Helen Leavitt’s SuperHighway – SuperHoax to name a very few.  All, to no avail, even in the aftermath of the 1973 oil crisis.  At present we are more addicted to the oil industry’s internal combustion engine than ever.  However, beginning two years ago with the oil industry’s behavior in the Katrina’s wake of raising the price of gasoline to over $3 per gallon.  Al Gore has followed by popularizing a link to global warming and linked and oil industry has returned to $80 a barrel / $3 a gallon prices.  Even Alan Greenspan writes that Iraq is all about Oil.  Haven’t we had enough? 

Linked is an op-ed that I wrote two years ago following the Katrina price gouge calling for a grass roots movement aimed at breaking the addiction.  Please use it as the basis to write either a similar or contrary 2 or 3 page opinion on the topic. Due via email to alaink@princeton.edu on Monday Sept 24 before noon.
