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Qualitative Transparency: The Coming 
Revolution in Political Science

1. Transparency is a norm social scientists share

2. Scholars have been thinking about what social scientific 
transparency is, what it means for qualitative
researchers, and how to realize it

3. “Active citation” (digitally enabled citation) has emerged 
as the “default” standard for qualitative transparency

4. AC has large benefits and low costs

5. Much has been done and it now seems that this is going 
to happen—so your feedback is valuable NOW!



Materials available at 
www.princeton.edu/~amoravcs
under “DATA AND METHODS”
SLIDES FOR THIS LECTURE

RECENT ARTICLES
The Political Methodologist (forthcoming)
Security Studies (4/2014)

APSA DOCUMENTS
General Changes to Professional Responsibility Guide (2013)
Guidelines for Data Access and Research Transparency for 
Qualitative Research in Political Science (2013)
The DA-RT Statement by Journal Editors (with list of member 

Journals (17 journals and counting)



Transparency as an Ideal
“The idea is to try to 
give all the information 
to help others to judge 
the value of your 
contribution; not just the 
information that leads to 
judgment in one 
particular direction or 
another.”

-- Richard P. Feynman



Transparency as an Ideal
“History has this in 
common with every other 
science: that the historian 
is not allowed to claim 
any single piece of 
knowledge, except where 
he can justify his claim by 
exhibiting…the grounds 
upon which it is based 
[and] what the evidence at 
his disposal proves.”

-- R. G. Collingwood
What is History?



Why is Transparency a Consensual Norm?

1. Fulfills our ethical responsibility as social scientists

2. Permits readers to appreciate the richness and rigor 
of research

3. Helps scholars challenge, extend, reuse and improve 
existing data, analysis and methods

4. Permits social scientists to validate scholarly 
excellence and expertise

5. Enhances the credibility and legitimacy of social 
science outside academia



What is Research Transparency?

A disciplinary norm whereby scholars publicize the 
process by which they reach empirical research 
conclusions.

In plain English: a norm that obliges scholars to 
“show their work.”

NB: Related to, but not identical to replicability and 
reproducibility.



What is Research Transparency?

For evidence-based knowledge claims, 
researchers should strive for research 
transparency. Three dimensions:

• Data Transparency:  Provide access to data.

• Analytic Transparency:  Explicate the link 
from data to descriptive/causal conclusions.

• Process Transparency:  Reveal procedures 
used to collect, generate or choose the data, 
theory, and methods.



What does research transparency 
mean for qualitative research?

•Appropriate standards of qualitative 
transparency should fit:

1. The distinctive epistemological structure 
of qualitative research

2. The distinctive real world constraints 
qualitative researchers face



The Epistemological Structure of 
Qualitative Research

• MOST qualitative research in PoliSci is 
classic case study analysis:

•Relatively few cases

• Process observations and analysis
(not dataset observations)

•Textual evidence (not statistics)



The real world constraints on 
transparency social scientists face 

fall into 5 categories

•Confidentiality/Human Subject Protection 

• Intellectual Property Law/Confidentiality

•Logistical Burdens

•First-Use Rights

•Publishing Formats



 CONVENTIONAL CITATION

Formats and Modes of Qualitative Transparency



Why Conventional Citation as a “Default” 
Does Not Assure Transparency

 Word limits

 “Scientific” Citations

 Lack of de facto access to sources via 
citations
Sloppy citation
Non-availability of data
Costliness of finding data

 Any enhancement must be digital…



 CONVENTIONAL CITATION

 HYPERLINKS TO ON-LINE SOURCES

Formats and Modes of Qualitative Transparency



Why Hyperlinking as a “Default” 
Does Not Assure Transparency

 Most material cited by political science 
is not available on line.

 Hyperlinks do not enhance analytic or 
process transparency.



 TRADITIONAL CITATION

 HYPERLINKS TO ON-LINE SOURCES

 QUALITATIVE DATA ARCHIVING (AND 
SOFTWARE DATABASES)

Formats and Modes of Qualitative Transparency



Why Archiving as a “Default” Does 
not Assure Greater Transparency

Much new material cannot be placed on line for 
intellectual property and/or confidentiality 
reasons.

Archiving “all” the textual material a scholar 
examines is usually logistically and sometimes 
conceptually impractical.

Archiving does not address analytic 
transparency.



 TRADITIONAL CITATION

 HYPERLINKS TO ON-LINE SOURCES

 QUALITATIVE DATA ARCHIVING (AND 
SOFTWARE DATABASES)

 ACTIVE CITATION (AC): “Digitally enabled 
citations” linked to annotated source excerpts in 
an appendix.

Formats and Modes of Qualitative Transparency



MAIN TEXT
Contestable 

Knowledge-based
Claim

CITATION
Footnote, 

Endnote or 
In-Text

WHAT IS AN ACTIVE CITATION?
BODY OF ARTICLE

(Remains Unchanged)



MAIN TEXT
Contestable 

Knowledge-based
Claim

CITATION
Footnote, 

Endnote or 
In-Text

WHAT IS AN ACTIVE CITATION?
BODY OF ARTICLE            TRANSPARENCY APPENDIX    

(Remains Unchanged)                            (New)



MAIN TEXT
Contestable 

Knowledge-based
Claim

CITATION
Footnote, 

Endnote or 
In-Text

TRANSPARENCY
APPENDIX ENTRY

1. Source Excerpt
2. Annotation
3. Full Citation

[ 4. Optional Scan or 
Link to Full Source]

WHAT IS AN ACTIVE CITATION?
BODY OF ARTICLE            TRANSPARENCY APPENDIX    

(Remains Unchanged)                            (New)



Issues: Data selection (“cherry picking”), 
robustness to theory choice and specification, 
precise methodological issues, relative weight of 
evidence.

• A special “methodological” appendix entry in the 
first entry of the transparency appendix, at the 
length of the author’s choice, adds to analysis in 
the main text.

AC and Process Transparency



Tommy Lee Jones  
Rep. Thaddeus Stevens 

on the Thirteenth 
Amendment

“The greatest measure of the 
nineteenth century was passed by 
corruption, aided and abetted by the 
purest man in America.”

…according to Steven Spielberg, who got it from 
historian Fawn Brodie (1959), who got it from 
popular lecturer James Scovel (1898)…



In Steven Spielberg’s recent film Lincoln, the abolitionist Rep. 
Thaddeus Stevens (played by Tommy Lee Jones) returns 
home after the House of Representatives passed the 
Thirteenth Amendment (banning slavery). He utters the a 
striking phrase to his mulatto common-law wife, Lydia Smith, 
referring to Lincoln’s role in the passage of the amendment:
“The greatest measure of the nineteenth century [was] passed 
by corruption, aided and abetted by the purest man in 
America.” The accuracy of this quotation has been questioned. 
One account, written much later, suggests that Stevens said 
this. Yet, if he did, it seems highly unlikely that he did so at 
home to his companion.

FN: James Scovel, “Thaddeus Stevens,” Lippincott’s Monthly 
Magazine (April 1898), pp. 548-550.

An Example of AC: Main Text and FN 



AC ENTRY    Part 1 of 4: Textual Excerpt
To the writer of this sketch Mr. Stevens told the story of the legislation 
which gave to the black man his right to vote: … [548]

His favorite amusement was…to spend the evening at Hall and 
Pemberton's Faro Bank…and over canvas-back and Veuve Clicquot
champagne woo unmolested the goddess of fortune.…Stevens was 
never a heavy player, although I have seen him win fourteen hundred 
dollars on a twenty-dollar gold-piece as his only stake… [549]

Influence from the White House secured votes against a favorite 
measure of Mr. Stevens for an air-line railway from Washington to New 
York, and…these same votes helped Mr. Lincoln's great amendment for 
emancipation. Of this legislative bargain Stevens said, ‘The greatest 
measure of the nineteenth century was passed by corruption, aided and 
abetted by the purest man in America.’

During the last thirty years of his life its unwritten romance was the 
unselfish and tender devotion with which Stevens was attended by 
Lydia Smith, a mulatto, who in her youth had great beauty of person. 
[550]



AC ENTRY   Part 2 of 4: Annotation

The first published reference to Steven’s “corruption” statement 
appeared in 1898. James M. Scovel, a retired New Jersey politician 
and lawyer, quotes Stevens verbatim and links the reference to 
corruption to Lincoln’s willingness to secure votes for the Thirteenth 
Amendment by trading votes against a direct NY to Washington 
railway. Is he reliable on this point? On the positive side, Scovel’s
account contains specific details, including a story Stevens allegedly 
told him about the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment and an 
anecdote about witnessing Stevens gamble. We know Scovel and 
Stevens were political allies, and Stevens encouraged Scovel to run 
for Congress. A modest correspondence has been preserved. On the 
negative side, Scovel was hardly in Washington during the Lincoln 
Administration, and only published his recollections 33 years later, 
when he was making a living as a lecturer. In any case, Scovel’s
account does not imply any connection between the quotation and 
Lydia Smith, Stevens’ common-law wife, though she is mentioned.  
Nor is it clear how anyone except Smith herself, who left no memoirs, 
would know if Stevens had said it to her alone.



AC ENTRY
Part 3 of 4: Full Citation

James Scovel, “Thaddeus Stevens,” Lippincott’s 
Monthly Magazine (April 1898), pp. 548-550.



AC ENTRY
Part 4 of 4: Scan or Link (Optional)



Three Dimensions of 
Research Transparency

A transparent assessment of Stevens’ quote rests on:

Data Transparency  The text

Analytic Transparency 
Interpretation of the text in historical context

Process Transparency 
Selection, reliability and robustness of the text 
and analytic methods



Why is Transparency a Consensual Norm?

1. Fulfills our ethical responsibility as social scientists

2. Permits readers to appreciate richness and rigor of 
research

3. Helps scholars challenge, extend, reuse, improve and 
transcend existing data, analysis and methods

4. Permits social scientists to validate scholarly 
excellence and expertise

5. Enhances the credibility and legitimacy of political 
science outside academia



Why is Transparency a Consensual Norm?

1.Fulfills our ethical responsibility 
as social scientists



Some Benefits of Qualitative Transparency

2. Readers can better appreciate 
the richness and rigor of 
qualitative research

•AC offers one-click access to: 
1.  Data in which political actors 
speak in their own voices
2.  Scholarly analysis and 
interpretations
3.  Methodological (process) 
information



Some Benefits of Qualitative Transparency
Readers can better appreciate the richness and rigor of qualitative research

• AC offers one-click access to: 
1.  Data in which political actors speak in their own voices
2.  Scholarly analysis and interpretations
3.  Methodological (process) information

3. Qualitative Scholars can better challenge, extend, 
reuse, improve and transcend existing data, analysis 
and methods

• Data, analysis and methods become public goods
• More robust debate and improvement ensue
• Examination by self and colleagues incentivizes 

richness and rigor
• Creates incentives to innovate and improve methods 

and skills (e.g. area studies, functional knowledge, 
qualitative methods, interpretive ability)



Some Benefits of Qualitative Transparency
Readers can better appreciate the richness and rigor of qualitative research

• AC offers one-click access to: 
1.  Data in which political actors speak in their own voices
2.  Scholarly analysis and interpretations
3.  Methodological (process) information

Qualitative Scholars can better challenge, extend, reuse, improve and 
transcend existing data, analysis and methods

• Data, analysis and methods become public goods
• Examination by self and colleagues incentivizes richness and rigor
• Creates incentives to innovate and improve methods and skills (e.g. area 

studies, functional knowledge, qualitative methods, interpretive ability)

4. Permits qualitative scholars to validate scholarly 
excellence and expertise

• Disciplinary acknowledgement of merit (NB: applies to 
80-90% of scholars)

• Greater demand for expert gatekeepers (e.g. 
publishing, evaluating)



Some Benefits of Qualitative Transparency
Readers can better appreciate the richness and rigor of qualitative research

• AC offers one-click access to: 
1.  Data in which political actors speak in their own voices
2.  Scholarly analysis and interpretations
3.  Methodological (process) information

Qualitative Scholars can better challenge, extend, reuse, improve and transcend existing data, analysis and methods
• Data, analysis and methods become public goods
• Examination by self and colleagues incentivizes richness and rigor
• Creates incentives to innovate and improve methods and skills (e.g. area studies, functional knowledge, qualitative 

methods, interpretive ability)

Permits qualitative scholars to validate scholarly excellence and expertise
• Disciplinary acknowledgement of merit (NB: applies to 80-90% of scholars)
• Greater demand for expert gatekeepers (e.g. publishing, evaluating)

5. Enhances the credibility and legitimacy of 
qualitative research outside political science

• Interdisciplinary research (e.g. Law, History, Public 
Policy, Sociology)

• Policy Analysis 
• Funders and the Public



Benefits of Qualitative Transparency
Fulfills our ethical responsibility as social scientists

Readers can better appreciate the richness and rigor of qualitative research
• AC offers one-click access to: 

1.  Data in which political actors speak in their own voices
2.  Scholarly analysis and interpretations
3.  Methodological (process) information

Qualitative Scholars can better challenge, extend, reuse, improve and 
transcend existing data, analysis and methods

• Data, analysis and methods become public goods
• Examination by self and colleagues incentivizes richness and rigor
• Creates incentives to innovate and improve methods and skills (e.g. area 

studies, functional knowledge, qualitative methods, interpretive ability)

Permits qualitative scholars to validate scholarly excellence and expertise
• Disciplinary acknowledgement of merit (NB: applies to 80-90% of scholars)
• Greater demand for expert gatekeepers (e.g. publishing, evaluating)

Enhances the credibility and legitimacy of qualitative research outside 
political science

• Interdisciplinary research (e.g. Law, History, Public Policy, Sociology)
• Policy Analysis 
• Funders and the Public



1) Some political scientists already do it

The Costs of Transparency are Modest



Best Practices:
Political Science



1) Some political scientists already do it

2) Only “contestable empirical claims”

3) Length of quotations and annotations is discretionary.

4) Modern technology + advance planning lighten the load. 

5) Writers, editors and publishers keep existing formats.

6) Standard practice in other disciplines (law, history, 
classics), political science (once upon a time), 
as well as journalism, policy and the web. Indeed, in 
this sense, AC is a very modest proposal!

The Costs of Transparency are Modest



Qualitative Transparency: It is happening…

Sponsored Articles/Workshops/Special Issues on 
Conceptual and Practical Issues (Funding from IQMR, 
NSF, APSA, ISPR)

Developed Active Citation (AC)

Established a Qualitative Data Repository (QDR) at 
Syracuse U.

Revised APSA Norms and Guidelines (Quant and Qual)

Created NSF/QDR On-line Demonstration Portal: 20+ 
scholars retrofitting “classic” and forthcoming 
research to AC (e.g. Snyder, Saunders, Boix)

Designed New Software



ACE Word Add-in

Active Citation…

Translate…
Look Up

Active Citation…               

Translate…               
Look Up              

OUTPUT:
- Word Document
- Web Document

- Database (Access, Atlas…)



Qualitative Transparency: It is happening…

 Sponsored Articles/Workshops/Special Issues on Conceptual and 
Practical Issues (Funding from IQMR, NSF, APSA, ISPR)

 Developed Active Citation (AC)

 Established a Qualitative Data Repository (QDR) at Syracuse U.

 Revised APSA Norms and Guidelines (Quant and Qual)

 Created NSF/QDR On-line Demonstration Portal: 20+ scholars retrofitting 
“classic” and forthcoming research to AC (e.g. Snyder, Saunders, Boix)

 Designed New Software

 Developed Training Materials and Sessions at Qualitative/Multi-Method 
Institute and various universities

 17 journals (and counting) have agreed to a qual/quant package, to be 
implemented in January 2016



Journal Adoption (Oct 2015-Jan 2016)
 American Political Science Review
 Journal of Conflict Resolution
 Comparative Political Studies
 International Security
 Political Analysis
 Research and Politics
 State Politics and Policy Quarterly
 Political Science Research and Methods
 Journal of Theoretical Politics
 Quarterly Journal of Political Science
 Political Behavior
 The Political Methodologist
 Italian Political Science Review / Rivista Italiana di Scienza Politica
 Journal of Peace Research
 European Union Politics
 International Interactions
 British Journal of Political Science



Active Citation: The Future Agenda

Manage transition to 1/2016 journal launch:
- Increase Number of Journals (especially qualitative)
- International Outreach
- Manage Training Sessions
- Refine Guidance (in Consultation with Editors and Scholars)

Pursue interdisciplinary cooperation: “best practices,” 
coordination, etc. (SSRC, BITSS, COSSA)

Refine practices and infrastructure for archiving and 
databasing qualitative Materials

Work with software providers (e.g. database software)

Develop more classroom material and research guidance

Reach outside academia



Bottom Line: 
This is going to happen!



Best Practices:
Natural Science

Example: When did 
Polar Bears Evolve?

Article

Supplementary Materials



Best Practices: Legal Academia
(Yale On-Line Law Review)



Best Practices: Policy Analysis



Journalism

“I think the web's norms of linking to sources are 
becoming the world's norms. And the more 
transparent we are, the more trustworthy we will be.”

-- Brian Seltzer, CNN Reliable Sources



Everyday 
Journalism



Journalism



Best Practices: 
Specialized 
Journalism



Blogs



Government Reports 

(even Classified Intelligence 
Estimates and Briefings)



Qualitative Transparency: 
The Coming Revolution in 
Political Science

Andrew Moravcsik 
Princeton University

Georgetown University (January 2015)


