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We have listed them above as being the stabilization of the CIS, the secur-
ing of oil supplies (which means the stabilization of the Middle East), and
the promotion of free trade. This last point shows that success is not easily
achieved; but we only mean that the U.S. will do everything it can to reach
this objective, and it still can do much,

Other international problems are more remote from American concerns and
priorities. In that sense, too, America today has become a relative power.
But what country is today able to replace the U.S. as an “ideological myth,”
both attractive and repulsive at the same time?

IThis article was written in June 1992, before Clinton’s election.
2In “Post Victory Blues,” Foreign Affairs 71:1 (1991-1992).
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In the last issue of this journal, I suggested that the outcome of the recent
French referendum on the Maastricht treaty, whether strongly positive,
strongly negative or, as it actually turned out, a “petit oui,” would be un-
likely to divert the medium- and long-term evolution of the EC.! I offered
three reasons: (1) few of the provisions of the Maastricht treaty directly
promote further integration, while most current EC programs (CAP, Europe
1992) remain secure; (2) monetary integration depends on the policies of a
few core states acting, in the long term, largely on the basis of their eco-
nomic interest; (3) public opinion does not in general directly constrain
West European foreign policies (certainly not in France), while conceivable
anti-European coalitions of parties and elites that might constrain policy
indirectly appear unelectable and unstable.

In the same issue appeared a response, at somewhat greater length, by
Sophie Meunier-Aitsahalia and George Ross, two subtle and well-informed
analysts of French politics, who raise some insightful criticisms of my ar-
gument.2 Although Meunier and Ross intend to “reply” and “disagree” with
my initial article, there is substantial agreement between us. We agree that
the actual provisions of the Maastricht treaty are “modest and conservative”;
that public opinion has been, up to now, unimportant in the history of the
EC; that decisive popular rejection of the treaty could transform the “short-
term” evolution of the EC; and that future European integration is not guar-
anteed by functional factors, but requires a favorable constellation of
domestic issues as well (Meunier/Ross, 58-59).3

Meunier and Ross’s most profound disagreement with my position, there-
fore, lies not in their contrary assessment of the past, but in their assertion
that the past no longer matters. In their view, Maastricht marks a
“watershed” in the medium- and long-term evolution of the EC, because
large numbers of citizens are now mobilized in an unprecedented way to
pressure European governments with regard to the EC. Therefore, they argue,
“one cannot generalize the future of the Community from its past history”
(Meunier/Ross, 65). Today, given broad popular mobilization, the most
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