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Kenneth Brezinsky received his PhD in physical chemistry from the City
University of New York in 1978. His subsequent Post Doctoral Research
appointment was at Brookhaven National Laboratory. Dr. Brezinsky left BNL
in late 1979 to join the combustion research group of Profs. Glassman and
Dryer at Princeton University where he remained for seventeen years. During
that time he was promoted to the rank of Senior Research Scientist which led to
his subsequent appointment in 1996 as Full Professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago. At UIC Dr.
Brezinsky has been a member of both the Chemical Engineering and Mechanical Engineering
departments where he has continued his combustion chemistry research.
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Dr. Kenneth Brezinsky has been working in the area of combustion chemistry, aromatics oxidation and
pyrolysis, oxidation of gasoline and diesel surrogates, and soot precursor chemistry since 1980. His
research has always involved significant experimental and theoretical components and much of his early
work on aromatics oxidation chemistry has formed the framework and basis of current predictive models
on aromatics combustion. More recently his research group at UIC has been active in studying chemistry
involved in the combustion of single ring aromatics like benzene and toluene, biodiesel oxidation and in
elucidating pathways for key soot precursors under practical combustion conditions, using the high
pressure shock tube.
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