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Foreword

As U.S. capturdfisheries are declining, interest imraquaculture is
again growing. Private,commercial aquaculture--the productionaofuatic
organisms (finfish, shellfish, and plants) bye or more individuals or
corporate bodiethat have owned therthrough all orpart of their rearing
period--is being considered for its potential to proeinigploymenandincome
to decliningcoastal andural communities, to help improve th&S. balance
of trade, and tgorovide consumers with a plentifidafe, and nutritious
protein source.

The UnitedStates lacks a strong national aquaculjpwicy and
supporting federal presence. Over tears,levels and focii ofagency
involvement inaquaculturelevelopment have shifted iesponse to legislation
and itsdiffering interpretations. The National Aquaculture Act (NAA), the
primary piece of aquaculture-related legislation, is slated for reauthorization in
1995 as part ahe Farm Bill. One issughatunderlies reconsideration of the
NAA and related legislation is the federal role in research and regulation of
this emerging industry.

Congress requested this Backgro®agper toprovide information on
technologyissues ofimmediate importance to th¢.S. aquaculture industry.
This is acompanion piece to the Backgrourdper orSelected Technology
Issues in U.S. AquacultureCommittees requesting the assessment were the
House Committee oMerchant Marine and Fisheries (since disbanded), the
House Committee on Agriculture aitel Subcommittee on Livestock, and the
Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs.

OTA greatly appreciatethe contributions of the Advisory Panel,
authors of contracted papeveorkshopparticipants, federal liaisons, and the
many additional people who reviewethterial forthereport orgave valuable
guidance. Theitimely and in-depth assistanaowed us to explore some of
the complex issues related to the federal robegjimaculture. Asvith all OTA
studies, the content of this report is solely the responsibility of OTA.
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NOTE: OTA appreciates and is grateful for the valuable assistance and thoughtful critiques provided by the advisory panel
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responsibility for the report and the accuracy of its contents.
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