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Foreword

This assessment was made in response to requests
tee on Foreign Affairs and the Senate Committee on

h-em the House Commit-
Commerce, Science, and

Transportation. Its purpose is to examine the economic and national security
implications of the transfer of technology between the United States and the
Communist world.

The study identifies and, where possible, evaluates the economic, political,
and military costs and benefits that accrue to the United States in its trade with
the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, and the People’s Republic of China, taking
account of the complex ways in which these factors interrelate. It sets forth a
spectrum of policy options which could potentially affect these relationships,
and explains the difficulties in projecting their consequences.

The report also provides background information on the functioning and the
implications of U.S. trade policy vis-a-vis the Communist world, including the
areas of tariff and credit policy and export control, both in the United States and
in selected allied nations. Finally, it surveys the past and potential contributions
of Western technology to the economies of the Soviet Union and China.

The Director of this project is Dr. Ronnie Goldberg of OTA’s International
Security and Commerce program. That program is managed by Dr. Peter Sharf-
man (who succeeded Dr. Henry Kelly in September 1979) and is part of OTA’s
Energy, Materials, and International Security Division headed by Assistant
Director Lionel S. Johns.

OTA is grateful for the assistance of its Technology and East-West Trade
Advisory Panel, chaired by Mr. McGeorge Bundy, as well as for the assistance
provided by the Central Intelligence Agency and the Departments of Defense,
State, and Commerce. It should be understood, however, that OTA assumes full
responsibility for its report, which does not necessarily represent the views of in-
dividual members of the Advisory Panel or of any Government agency.

JOHN H. GIBBONS
Director
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