pendix B

OTA Act

Public Law 92-484
92nd Congress, H. R. 10243
October 13, 1972

An  Act

86 STAT* 797

To establish an Office Of TechnologyAssessment for the Congress as @ idin
the Identification and consideration of existing and probable impacts of tech-
nological application; to ® MeNd t he National Sciene Foundation Act of
1950; and for other purposes.

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of t he
United States of America in Congress assembled That this Act may
he cited as the” Technology Assessment Act of 1972”.

FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF PURPOSE

Sec. 2. The Congress hereby finds and declares that:

(a) As technology continues to change and expand rapidly, its
applications are--

(1) large and growing in scale; and

(2) increasing extensive, pervasive, and critical in their
impact, beneficial and adverse, on the natural and social
environment.

(b) Therefore, it is essential that to the fullest extent possible, the
conseguences of technological applications be anticipated, understood,
and considered in determination of public policy on existing and
emerging national problems.

(c) The Congress further findsthat :

(1) the Federal agencies presently responsible directly to the
Congress are not designed to provide the legislative branch with
adequate and timely information. independently developed
rdéjlting to the potential impact of technological applications,
an

(2) the present mechanisms of the Congress do not and are not
designed to provide the legislative branch with such information.

(d) Accordingly, it is necessary for the Congress

(1) equip itself with new and effective means for securing
competent. unbiased. information concerning the physical, bio-
logical, economic. social and palitical effects of such applications;
and

(2) utilize this information, whenever appropriate as one
factor in the legislative assessment matters
Congress particularly in those instahces wher'e Fbandi% $?% % %
ernment may be called u n to consider support for. or manage-
ment or regulations of. technological applications.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT

SEC. 3. (a) In accordance with the findings and declaration of pur-
puce in section 2. there is hereby created the Office of Technology
Assessment (hereinafter referred to as the Office”) which shall be
within and responsible to the legislative branch of the Government.

(b) The Office shall consist of a Technology Assessment Board
(hereinafter referred to asthe “Board’”) whichshall formulate and
promulgate the policies of the Office, and a Director who shall carry
out such policies and administer the operations of the Office.

(c) The basic function of the Office shall be to provide early indica-
tions of the probable beneficial and adver se impacts of the applica-
tions of technology ~ and to develop other coordinate, information which
may assist the (odngress. Inearrying out such function, the Office
shall:

(1) identify existing or probable impacts of technology or
technological programs,
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Vwhere possible asecertain cause-and-effect rerationsnips:
@®|denti alternative technological methods of implementing

(4) identify alternative programs for achieving requisite
oals;
g (5) make estimates and comparisons of the impacts of altern-
ative methods and programs

fpesnt findings of completed analyses to the appropriate
! legislative  authorities;

(7) identify areas where additional research or data collection
is required to provide adequate support for the assessments
estimates described in paragraph (1) through (5) of this sub-
section; and

(8) undertake such additional associated activities as the
appropriate authorities specified under subsection (d) may direct-

(d) Assessment activities undertaken upon the request of:

(1) the chairman of any standing, special, or select comm ttee
of either House of the Congress or of any joint committee of
t he Congress, acting for himself or at the request of the ranking
minority member or a majority of the committee members,

(2) the Board; or

(8) the Director, in consultation with the Board.

(e) L Assessments made by the Office, incInding information sur-
veys studies reports. and findings related thereto, shall be made
available to the initiating committee or other agpropriate commit-
tees of the Congress. In addition, an such in inférmation, surveys,
studies~ reports, and findings produce by the Office may be made
available to the public exgpt where

2 ) to do so would viollite security statutes; or

) theBoard considersl t necessary or advisable towithhold
such information in accor dance with one or more of the numbered
Paragraphs in section 552(b) of title 5, United States Code.

Technology ASSESSMENT Board

SeC. 4. (a) The Board shall consist of thirteen members as follows:

(1) six Members of the senate, appointed by the President

pro tempera of the Senate, three from the majority party e nd
three from the minorit%/ party;

(2) six Members of the House of Representatives appointed by
the geaker of the House of Representative three from the
maprity y and three from the minority party; and

é) ¢ Trector, who shall not be a voting member.

(b) “¥ancies in the membership of the Board shall not @ ffect the
power of the remain”  members to execute the functions of the Board
and shall be filled in the same mannner asin the case of the original
appointment.

(c) The Board shall select a chairman and a vice chairman from
among its member s at the beginningof each Conress. The vice chair-
man shall act in the place and stead-of the chairman in the absence of
the chairman. The chairmanship and the vice chairmanhip shall
alternate between the Senate and the House of Represen tatives with
each Congress The chairman during each even-numbed Congress
shall be sdlected by the Members of the House of Representatives ~ on
the Board from among their number. The vice chairman during each
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shall be chosen in the came manner from that House of

Congress other than the House of congress of which the chairman is
(d) The Board_ is authorized to sit and act at such places and times meetings. Meetings.
during the Sessions, recesses, and adjoumed Tecesses,.
v Subpema,

= “ pL” &"2?2f;::L52& -~Ts
books, papers, and documents, {O administer such oaths and afirma-
tiona. 10 take such testimony, tO procure such ‘pﬂ.nh!:ﬁ:nd binding,
and to* such expenditure as it deems advissble. The Board may
make such 'UIES respecting ite organization and procedure as it deems
necessar, oxcept that no recommendation shall be reported from the
Board unless & majority of the Board assent. Subpenas may be
over the signature of the chairman of the Board or of e y voting mem-
her designated by him er by the »d and muy"e served by such
Or persons as oedesignated by such c irman or member.
chairman of the rd Or any voting member thereof may
administer oaths or afirmations to witnesses.

DIRECTOR AND DEPTTY DIRECTOR

Sec. 3.(s) The Director of the Office of Technology Assessment Appointment,
shall be appointed by the Board and shall serve for . term of six
year n unless sooner r emoved )y the Board. He shall receive basic pay Compensation.
at the rate provided for leve I11 of the Executive @ SAednle under
section 5814 of title 5, United States Code. 83 Stat, 863.
(b) In addition te the powers and duties vested in him by this Act,
the Director shall exercise such powers and dutiesu may be delegated
tohim%.thoerd.' . )
(c) The Director mayv gpoint with the approval of the Board, .
Deputy Director who shall perform such functions as the Director
may prescribe and who shal bé Acting Director during the absence
or incapacity of the Director er in the event of a vacaney in the office
of Director. The h‘?utv Director shall receive basic pay at the rate
provided for |level Vof the Executive Schedule under section 5815 of
titles. United States Code.
(d) Neither the Director nor the Deputy Director shall engage in Esployment

) 1 as restriotion,
% h % & uty:Director, a8 the cue 'y’ be;“nbr ‘shall the
rI]Dlll’c(jector or Deputy ui:tmr' except yith‘;he ® pprov+ otf' the Board,
old any office In, Or act'm any mpacity for, any organisation, agency,
or institution with which Ro m“ymaﬂu Zny contract. or other
arrangement under this Act.

AUTHORITY OF THE (PFICK

Sec. 6. (8) The Office shall have the authority, within the limits of
available e |%mpriltm' , t0 de e 1] things necessary to carry out the
provisionsd this Aet, including. but without “being limited to, the

Hehor) make full use Of competen 1 and organisations
ull wse of com, t personne ol isati
outside the O:.szub_lic or private, and form special ad hoc
tack forces or other arrangements when appropriate;
(9) enter into contractsor other mrrangements as nay be neces- Contracte,
for the conduct Of the work of the Ofice with any
or instrumentality of the United States, with any State, territory,
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“STAT—m«l or any political subdivision thereof, Or With any
person, firm, association, corpo: o eduucational institution,
with or without reimbursement, wiitha t performance Or other

Cvmhout regard o section 3709 o the Revised Ststutes
(41 5)
(3) make ndvmee, yments which relate
to u)chnology !mlém .J" to the provisions of
" BB4B of the Rewsed ‘Statutes (81 U.S.C. 599)

- voluntary and uncon
: d neoa-u'y for The conduct of the work of the (ﬂs
and provide transportation and subsistence m authorised by
80 Stat, 499; section 5708 of titie 5, United States Code, for persons serving
89 Stat, 190. without compensatioe

5 b umﬂus.huo. r and hold and dis-
( )acqulre w gift, % mofnll
m necessary for or ruultmg from QK: exercise of authority
(6) pbr”escrlbe m&rulu ions s it deems necessary

%:rnmg operation nd o ononof theOﬂoo.
Resordkeeping. (b tractors end other parties entering into contracts and other
srrangements Under this section which involve costs {0 the (Government
shall maintain ouch books and related records as il facilitate an effec-
tive audit in such detail and in such manner as shall be prescribed b,
the and such books and records (u\d related documents an
pnpon bo:nﬂ:bhtotiho% the Comptroller General
ar any of their duly’ eutthorized representatives,
om and examination. P

urpose
%haOﬁoe,ineurymgoutﬂu visions of this Act, shall not,
ltnl) rate any labo nmp%m
lcww ( ) Oﬂu is tutho to secure y from any executive
ccoperetion, rtment or agency information, mmcd.wm. ut.\mtu, statistios,
:s‘uehnwsl fort.hpumouofmrymxmmfnmhom
underthis Act. Each 6uoh executive department or agency shall furnish
the information, ng‘rlons, estimates, statistics, and technical
assistance directly Office Lpon its request.
Pomr;-ul (e) On nquut of the O&e+ the of any executive department or
detail, «ith or without reimbursement, any of its person-
nel 1O assist tmt In carrying out itefunctions under this Act.
(f) The Director -hsll,mueeordmeo wnthnwhpolxcmuthnBurd
mwcribe, ® ppoht and fix the compensation of such personnel as
naoe-nry to earry out the provisions Of this Act.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TECHENOLOGY ASSESSMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

Szc. 7.(1s) T h e Office shall establish & Telogy Asesssment

Menbership, Advisor il (hereinafter referred to as the “Council”). The
Council shall be composed of the following twelve members :

(1), ten members from the public, to be appoinicby the Board.

who shall bepemm eminent in one or mor e fields of! the ph ul

biological, engineering OI' experienced
sdmiatration of tecﬁ oioglcal activié rwhoexlmy be {udged

qualified ON the basis OT contributions to educational or pub-
ho activities;
9 the Comptroller General;
t.be Director of thc(ongrruwml Research Service of the

lenry of
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(h) The Council, u nfonnqnut bytheBoud ehall-
(1) review a to the Board on activ-
ities undertaken by the Office or onthe mxtudm thereof in
scoordance with section 8(d);
2) review end make recommendations to the Board on the
tin of any assessment made by or for the . and
(8) undertake such additional related tasks as the may

(c) The Coumil. jority vote, shall elect from its members
* Loanon(n) (1) of this section . Chairman and a

Clmmn who shall serve for euoh time and under such condi-
tions as the council may prescribe, In the abeence of the Cnurmnn,or
|n the event of his incapacity, the Vice Chairman shall

gd)'l'hetermo‘ office Of each member (f the Council s

er subsection (l){ lhnllbefour_yunmpcg:t mh
member @ p & vacancy occurrnng prior to oxpm.hon
of the term g::mhxh h.epndseu-orwus ponted shall ha appointed
for the remainaer or sucr term. N sppointed & member
of the Council under subsection ( (1) monthmtvnuTermoﬂhe
members appointed under subsection (s) (1) shall be 20 as
to establish a rotating membership acco to such a8 the
Board may devise.

(e)(l) The members of the Council other thm those appointed
under " subsection (a) (1) shall receive N® pay for t.hur services as
members of the Council. but shall be allow. neceesa;

(or, in the alternative, mileage for un of pnv-ulr}'

and . per diem in lieu of subsistences at exceed the rate prumbed
in sections 3702 and 5704 of title 5, Unlted States Code), and other
necessary expenses incurred by them in the performance of duties
vested m the Council. without regard to the provisions Of subchapter 1
of chapter 57 and section 5781 Of title 8. United StatesCode, and regula-

tions promulgated thereunder.

(2) The members of the Council ms:mud under subsection (s) (1)
shall receive compensation for each engaged in the sctual
formance of duties vested in the Counci bt rates of pay not in u&

0f& daily equivalent of the hishest rate of basie Jd
General Schedule of section 5332(a) of title 5, ted States Code
and in addition shall be reimbursed for travel, su and other
necessAry expenses in the manner provided for other members of the
Council under paragraph (1) of this subsection.
UTILISATION OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Sxc.u. (B)TO my out the objectives of this Act, the Librarian of
Congress is autho make available o ihe Office such services end
ussistance Of the Congressional Research Service as may be appropri-
ate nnd feasible. -

b) Such services andassistance made available to* Office shall
include, but. not be limited to, all of the services and sssistance which
the CO'r ional Research Service is otherwise authorized te pro-
vide tdhe Congress.

(c) Nothing in this section shall alter or modify any services or
responsibilities; 1er than those performed for the Office, which the
Congressiona) esearch Service under law performs for or on behalf

Duties.

Chairman and
Vioe Chairman,

Tom 0?
office,

Travel aexpenses,

80 Stat, 4983
83 Stat, 190,
S Usc 5701,

Compensation.
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Seientifio
programs,
rimmng.

92 Stat. 360.

64 Sstat, 156;
32 Stat, 365.

42 usc 1873,

of the CCongress. The librarian is, hOV\{ever, authorized to establish
within the Congressional Research Service such additional divisions,
groups)r other organizational entitiee as may be necessary to carry
out tanrpose of tﬁi; Act

(d) Services and assistance made available to the Office by the Con-
gressional Research Service in accordance with this section ma,be
provided with or without ‘reimbursement from funda of the Office, as
agreed upon by the Board and the Librarian of Congress.

UTILIZATION OF THE GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

sec. 9. () Financial and administrative services (including those
related to budgeting, accounting, financial ting, personnel, and
procurement) and such other services as may be appropriate shall be
provided the Office by the General Accoumg&Oﬁca.

(b) Such services and assistance to the Oftice shall include, but not
be limited to, all of the services and assistance which the_ General
Accounti ce is otherwise ® uthorized to provide to the Congress.

(c) Nothing in this section shall alter or modify any services or
responsibilities, other than those iperformed for the Office, which the
General Accounting O&J under das performs for or on behalf of the

Congress.

((f) services and assistance made available to the Office by the Gen-
eral Accounting Office in accordance with this section may be provided
with or without reimbursement from funds of the Office, as agreed
upon by the Board and the Comptroller General.

COORDINATION WITH THE NATIONAL SCIENCE SW  NDATION

Sec. 10. (@) The Office shall maintain . continuing liaison with the
National Science Foundation with respect to-
(1) grants and contracts formulated or activated by the Foun-
dation which are for purposes of technology assessment: and
(2) the promotion of coordination in areas of technO&Y aseeas-
ment. lndh avoidance of unnec duplication or overlapping
of research activities in the development of technology assessment
technique and ms, ;
(b) Section 3(b) oft :beNational Science Foundation Act of 1950,
as_amended (42 U.S.C. 1862(>) is amended to read as follows:
“(b) The 'oundation is authorized to initiate and support specific
scientific activities in connection with matters relating to international
cooperation, national security, and the effects of scientific applications
upon society by making contracts or other arrangements (includi
grants, 10sns, and other forms of assistance) for the conduct of au
activities. en initiated or supported pursuant to rugl&:g made by
nnof'other Federal department or agency including the of Tech-
nology Assessment, such activities shal bd financed whenever feasible
from funds transferred te the Foundation by the requesting official as
provided in section 14( g and any such activities shall be unclassified
and shall he identified iy the Foundation as being undertaken at the
request of the appropriate official.”

.\ NNUAL REPURT

Sre. 11, The Office shall submit to the Congress an annual port
shich shall include. but not be limited to. an evaluation of techno
assessment techniques and identification, insofar as may be feasible,
of technological areas and programs requiring future analysis. Such
report shallbe submitted not later thun March 15 of each vear.
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Appropriations
Sec12. (a) To enable the Office to carry out its powers and duties
them is hereby authorized to be approprlated to the Ofice, outw
oono%y inhe Treasury not otherwise app wropnated t
$, 000 in cnd.\n‘ June w’
19‘?8, and June SQ% mdt.haredm' sums as maybe»naoe-sry
(b) Appro pristions made pursuant to the sutbom)pmdnd n .
subsection (: shall remavailsble { or  cid,gati expendi-
ion and expenditure for such peri¢ or penods as

*or for 5\&
may be specifi &d the Act making such ® ppropridaona
Approved October 13, 1972.
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