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Introduction

This document offers a quick introduction to the NLS Investigator. It follows a basic
approach and focus on searching, downloading and putting the data into Stata

If you are not familiar at all with the site, | strongly recommend to follow the example in this
document.

It is important to clarify that this document does not cover all the complexities of the NLS
site. For more details | suggest to look at the following links:

Getting Started: How to Get the Most from This Site
* https://www.nlsinfo.org/content/getting-started

How to Use the NLS Investigator
 https://www.nlsinfo.org/InvestigatorGuide/investigator guide TOC.html

To start using the NLS Investigator, please go to the following page:
* https://www.nlsinfo.org/investigator/
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NLS Investigator

NLS investigator

https://www.nlsinfo.org/investigator/

Welcome, Guest | LOGIN | Reqister | Search | Help

Log In

Usemame:

Password:

| cannot access my account

If you have an
account login
here

Welcome to Investigator

Sponsored by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the National Longitudinal Surveys (NLS) are a family of surveys
dedicated to tracking the labor market and other life experiences of American men and women.

The seven NLS cohorts are:

® National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997 (NLSYS7T)
® National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1979 (NLSY79)
& NLSY79 Child and Young Adult

& Older Men

* Mature Women

* Young Men

* Young Women

To access data for any of the seven NLS cohorts use the login box to the left or begin searching as guest.

NLSY User-Initiated Questions: We're soliciting suggestions for new questions to add to the NLSYS7, NLSYT9,
and child/young adult surveys. Please visit the NLSY User-Initiated Questions page to learn how to make an
informal suggestion or submit a formal proposal.

New with updated NLSY79 release: Beta version of Employer History roster now available.

Aftention
In the event that Investigator does not appear to be working correctly, first please try to clear your browser cache. If
you continue to have issues, please contact usersve@chrr.osu.edu

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | Privacy Policy

You can search for data
as a guest

For help, email usersve@@chir.osu.edu



https://www.nlsinfo.org/investigator/

Selecting a data source

NLS Investigator

Welcome, Guest | Login | Register | SEARCH | Help

Select the study you want to work with:

(Choose One) B3

(Choose One)
NLSY79 (1979-2010)
NLSY79 Child/Young Adult 1986-2010

NLSY97 1997-2010 (rounds 1-14)
Original Cohorts - Mature Women & Young Women k
Original Cohorts - Older Men & Young Men

Select the study you want. For this exercise we
will work with NLSY97

NLS Home | MNLS Biblicgraphy | Privacy Policy For help, email usersve@chrr.osu.edu



Tagsets tab

Welcome, Guest | Login | Register | SEARCH | Help

ol

Select the study you want to work with:- Additional Resources:
NLSYS7 1997-2010 (rounds 1-14) - Emata, Documentation (user's guide, questionnaires and other materials
Released September 17, 2012 Custom Weights

To start a new search click here

J Choose Tagsets Vanable Search Rewiew Selected Vanables (6) Codebook Save / Download

Required / Recommended Vanables:
Required 1D Variable - PUBID will always be selected (1 variable)

Recommended Demographic Variables (5 variables) After selecting the study you will see a series of tabs. The
Saved Tagsets (0 server)- first one is to choose a tagset. Tagsets are basically saved searches,
None Available if you have not save them or it is your fist time you will not need

Upload Tagset (irom PC): this.

o file selected Notice that by the default six variables will be added to your

data: id (can’t remove this) and the following demographics
(optional): gender, age, race/ethnicity and birthday (month and
year).

Select “Variable Search” and go to the next slide

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | Prnvacy Policy For help, email usersve@@chrr.osu.edu




“Variable Search” tab

NLS Investigator

Welcome, Guest | Login | Register | SEARCH | Help

24

Select the study you want to work with: Additional Resources:
NLSYS97 1997-2010 (rounds 1-14) - Emraia, Documentation (user's guide, questionnaires and other materials
Released September 17, 2012 Custom Weights

To start a new search click here

Variable Search | L e e T UT (S, w——
| Browse Index | Browse Index with Search

Index of Selected Variables
-i---Education, Training & Achievement
Scores (16972) Please browse the index on the left to display vanables.

+-Employment (21210} This index contains a set of NLSY37 variables commonly used in research and is not the full data set.
-i---HousehoId, Geography & Contextual
© Variables (7047)

-i---Dating, Mamage &

i Cohabitation (1281)

-i---SexuaI Activity, Pregnancy &

. Fertility (1427)

#/Children (1508) “Variable Search” offers three search modes: by topics (index), by searching
t"gi_’ﬁj':s: i;"é‘g}"m“ & the index and a general search.

ildhoo! . .

+/Income, Assets & Program Notice that the site does not offer access to the full data sets (see the note
Participation (3959) above).

e B For thi i ill use the “Search” tab h lid

4 Attitudes, Expectations & or this exercise we will use the “Search” tab, go to the next slide

MNon-cognitive Tests (372)
+Crime & Substance Use (5863)
+-Survey Methodology (268)

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | Privacy Policy For help, email usersve@chrr.osu.edu
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Searching for data (1)

The general search offers a variety of options. From the dropdown
menu select the type of search you want. See the next slide

NLS Investigator

Select the stully you want to work with:
-2010 (rounds 1-14) -
Released September 17, 2012

Welcome, Guest | Login | Register | SEARCH | Help

14

Addiional Resources:
Emala, Documeniation (user's guide, questionnaires and other materials
Custom Weig|

To start a new search click here

Vanable Search

Browse Index with Search

Create search] criteria below:
(Choose One) Et} - ~ | Add

Area of Interest  (pick from list) i - _
Word in Title (pick from list) 0 Variables | Display Variables

Word in Title (enter search term)
Question Text (enter search term)
Question Name (pick from list)
Question Name (enter search term) y variables.
Reference Number (pick from list)
Reference Number (enter search term)
Survey Year (pick from list)

Codebook (enter search term)
Variable Type (pick from list)

Review Sele ted Vanables (6)

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | Privacy Policy For help, email usersve@chrr osu.edu




Searching for data (2)

NLS Investigator

Welcome, Guest | Login | Reqister | SEARCH | Help

v

Select the study you want to work with: Additional Resources:
NLSY87 1997-2010 (rounds 1-14) - Emrata, Documentation (user's guide, questionnaires and other materials ..
Released September 17, 2012 Custom Weig You can do conditional
To start a new search click here sea rCh With ”AN D"/"O R”
Choose Tagseis Vanable Search Review Selected Vanables (20) Codebook Save / Download I
TN s-= | Thisis a ‘nested’ search, we are looking \1'
Create search criteria below: for ‘age’ within ‘demographic indicators’  include onlyintersecting (AND) ~
Area of Interest (pick from list) equals DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS v i
‘Word in Title (enter search term) contains age Remove

Word in Title (enter search term) w - at interview date
You can add more terms if needed

14 Variables | Display Varnables

Options Showing 14 of 14 filtered by All Variables -
RNUM 4 QUESTION NAME
1 11941.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 1997
2 R25535.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 1998
3 R38763.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE Results will show here, sometimes you 1999
R S il
4 R54537.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE . “w.» ‘ , 2000
will see a “+” next to the ‘RNUM —
5 R72160.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2001
6 S15314.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE meaning that there are more variables 2002
7 $20010.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE available (as a subset of responses). 2003
{ 4
8 S38011.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE Check the square next to ‘RNUM’ to 2004
9 S54010.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE . 2005
select all variables or check the onesyou —— —|
10 S75012.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE d y 2006
1 TO0085.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE need. 2007
12 T20111.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2008
13 T36015.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2009
14 T52014.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2010

NLS Home | NLS Biblioaraphy | Privacy Policy For help, email usersve@chrr.osu.edu



Searching for data (3)

u
NLS Investigator T —— Survey vea: 1097
PRIMARY VRRILELE

RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE
Select the study you want to work with: Additional Resources:
NLSY97 1997-2010 (rounds 1-14) - Erata, Documentation Age a3 of interview date.
Released September 17, 2012 Custom Weights 0 0 TO 11: LESS THAN 12
1169 12
To start a new search click here 1728 13
1858 14
1877 15
Choose Tagsets Vanable Search Review Selected Vanables (20) Codebook 1719 16
614 17
Browse Index with Search | Search | 2; 13 TC 999: GREATER THAN 18
Create search cntena below: 8984
BRefusal (-1) a
Area of Interest (pick from list) equals DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS Don't Know(-2) a
TOTAL e 8984  VALID SKIP(-4) i NON-INTERVIEW(-5) il
‘Word in Title (enter search term) contains age
Min: 12 Max: 18 Mean: 14.35
Word in Title (enter search term) » contains + at interview date m 2 =an
Hard Minimum: [0] Hard Mazimum: [25]
Lead In: R11940.00[Default]
Default Next Questicn: R11380.00
Options Showing 14 of 14 filtered by All Variable: -
RNUM 4 QUESTION NAMF
1 R11941.00 CV,AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 1997
2 R25535.00 CV _AGE INT E AT INTERVIEW DATE 1998
3 R38763.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTE 1989
4 R54537.00 CV _AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE o . 2000
5 R72160.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE If you hover the cursor over the queStlon 2001
6 $15314.00 CV_AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE name a window will pop-up with detail 2002
7 $20010.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE information about that variable. 2003
8 538011.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2004
9 554010.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2005
10 S75012.00 CV _AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2006
1 T00085.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2007
12 T20111.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2008
13 T36015.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2009
14 T52014.00 CV AGE INT DATE RS AGE AT INTERVIEW DATE 2010

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | Privacy Policy For help, email usersve@chir. osu.edu



“Codebook’ tab

NLS Investigator

Welcome, Guest | Loqgin | Register | SEARCH | Help

Select the study you want to work with: Additional Resources:
NLSY97 1997-2010 {rounds 1-14) - Emrata, Documentation (user's guide, questionnaires and other materials
Released September 17, 2012 Custom Weig|

To start a new search click here

Choose Tagsets Vanable Search Review Selected Vanables (20) Codebook Save [ Download

1= Lead In
RO0001.00 [PUBID] Survey Year: 1997 R725976.00 [Default]
PRIMARY VARIABLE
Default Next
FUBID, YOUTH CASE IDENTIFICATICN CODE RO5363.00
COMMENT: YOUTH CASE IDENTIFICATION CODE
Selected Variables
0 0
ags 1 To 998 | o100 "
993 1000 TO 1893 »
997 2000 TO 2999
— 3000 o 3232 Here you can get additional Stats as Graphs
g98 4000 To 4999
296 5000 70 5998 information on your variables
994 6000 TO €399
994 7000 TO 7999 along with some basic stats o
989 8000 To 8999 Questionnaire Links
____ff_ 2000 To 2928 NLSY97 Round 1 Parent and Screener Questionnaires
gog4 NLSY97 Round 1 Youth GQuestionnaire
Refusal (-1) 0 Areas of Interest
Don't Enow(—-2) Q
TOTAL =========»  BOB4 VALID SKIP(-4) 0 NON-TNTERVIEW(-5) 0 SYMBOLS
TYPE: SYMBOLS
Min: 1 Max: G022 Mean: 4504.3

Hard Minimum: [0] Hard Maximum: [9950G604639]

Lead In: R72976.00[Default]
Default Next Question: R03363.00

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | Privacy Policy For help, email usersve@chrr.osu.edu 10



Downloading data (1)

Once you are satisfied with your search, you can save it as a “tagset’. You can keep the defaults, select a name (in

this case we choose ‘Age’) and click on “Save”.
Go to “Advanced Download”, see next slide

NLS Investigator

Select the study you want to work with:-
NLSY97 1997-2010 (rounds 1-14)

Released September 17, 2012

-

Choose Tagseis Vanable Search

Save Tagset

Choose where to save the tagset of your selected vanables:

@ Saveto PC

) Sawve on our server

Tagset Type: @ By Rnum © By Qname with Year

Filename: Age Save
Filename must only contain alpha, numeric,
hyphen or underscore characters

Review Selecied Variables (20)

Basic Download Advanced Download

Addiional Resources:
Emata, Documentation (us
Custom Weig

To start a new search click here

Codebook

Manage Downloads

Save [ Download

Welcome, Guest | Login | Reqgister | SEARCH

Help

B4

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | Privacy Policy

For help, email usersvci@chrr.osu.edu
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Downloading data (2)

NLS Investigator

Welcome, Guest | Login | Reqister | SEARCH | Help

Select the study you want to work with: Additional Resources:
NLSY97 1997-2010 (rounds 1-14) - Emata, Documentation (user's guide, questionnaires and other materials
Released September 17, 2012 Custom Weights

To start a new search click here

Choose Tagsets Vanable Search Rewview Selected Vanables (20) Codebook Save / Download

Save Tagset Basic Download Advanced Download Manage Downloads

Customize your advanced download: Select the data format you want. For this
°© e o example we will select Stata and comma-
o) oS conuelile (el e o e 1 delimited along with the codebook.
STATA® diconaryfle of slected variables If you are an R user, R can easily read
1 Short Description File Stata, SPSS or comma-delimited files.
Comma-delimited datafile l?f selected variables -'_:_ be read in Excel, etc
Column headers -- Use @ Reference Number © Question Name (does not guarantee unigueness
© Create Frequency / Table
[ Apply Universe Restrictors (How to use Universe Restrictors)
o 2 Select a name for the file and click “Download”
hyphen or underscore characters

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | Privacy Policy
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Downloading data (3)

If you set your browser to ask you where to save, a pop-up window will prompt you to select a folder location

for the zip file, click “OK” and select the folder.
If it gets downloaded automatically, then the file should be in the “Downloads” folder or the default place for

downloads.

NLS Investigator N T

Select the study you want to work with: Additional Resources:
NLSYS7 1997-2010 (rounds 1-14) - Emata, Documentation (user's guide, questionnaires and other materials
Released September 17, 2012 Custom Weig|

To start a new search click here

Choose Tagsets Vanable Search Review Selected Vanables (20) Codebook Save / Download |

.
P T RSN [ Manage Downloads | | Opening Ageaip 4 5

You have chosen to open:

D) Agezip
All downloads are available. Please click a download link below to begin downloading. whichiis a: Compressed (zipped) Folder

from: https://www.nlsinfo.org

Download Status:

All Available Downloads:
What should Firefox do with this file?

] Date Study Name Size Download

= NLSYO7 Age 152 5K downlond ':j:': Open with | WinZip (default) v]
@) Save File
| Delete Selected Files | T [7] Do this automatically for files like this from now on.
|
Click here to start downloading the data [ ok DJ | Cancel |

NLS Home | NLS Bibliography | Privacy Policy For help, email usersve@chrr.osu edu
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Unzipping the files downloaded from the NLS site

Find the zip file downloaded from the

Name NLS site and extract its contents. In this
D) Ageaip < example, using 7-Zip, right-click and
Open with WinZip select “Extract Here”.
Print
1-Zip L Open archive
Open with » Extract files...
W TortoiseSVN s Bxtract Here S
Extract to "Age\”
B  Scanfor threats... Test archive
i WinZip » Add te archive... .
. . . Narme
Restore previous versions Compress and email...
n n —l Age'Cdb
Send to r ALl L) Age.csv
Compress to "Age.7z" and email (E] Age.det
Cut Add to "Agezip" || AgeNLSYST7
] Copy Compress to "Agezip” and email ) Agezip
- 7| Age-value-labels.de
i Create shortcut ) extractlog
; Delete
Rename
Properties Two files are of importance, the *.dct which is the

dictionary file that has the layout to read the data. And

the do-file (*.do) which has additional commands to
format the data once in Stata.

The *.csv file can be read directly by Excel, Stata, SPSS,

SAS or R. 14



Reading the NLS data into Stata After running infile, the

3 variables window will populate
with information about your

dataset
) State/SE 120 - Resuits
File Edit Data Graphics Statistics User Window Help =
EH® 8 e B HEBIE 00
Review TR X| 2. New update available; type -update all- » | Variables T QX
¢+ Command - . € Change the working directory Variable Label <
1 cd"HAMyData\NLS' - od "H:\lyData\NLs . X RO000L00 PUBID - YTH ID CODE 1997
2 infile using Age.dct Hi\MyData\NLS to the location of the NLS files RO526300 KEVISEX (SYMBOL) 1997
infile using Age.dot 1 i i RO536401 KEYIBDATE M/Y (SYMBOL) 1997
(type in the command window rusisio2 KEYEDATE MY (SMEOL) 1997
infile dictionary { F1194100 CV_AGE_INT_DATE 1997
RO000100 "PUBID - YTH CODE 19977 beIOW) R1235800 CV_SAMPLE_TYPE 1997 L
RO536300 "KEY!ISEX (SYMBOLNI297" R1482600 KEYIRACE_ETHNICITY (SYMBO... |
R0536401 "KEY!BDATE M/Y (5 L) 19977 R2553500 CV_AGE_INT_DATE 1993
R0536402 "KEY!BDATE M/Y (5 1997" R3876300 CV_AGE_INT_DATE 1939
T Toread the data use the .
Review window R1482600 "KEY!RACE_ETHNICITY (SYMBOTIN1997" infile Command us lng the R7216000 CV_AGEINT_DATE 2001
R2553500 "CV_AGE INT DATE 198" 51531400 CV_AGE INT_DATE 2002 L
. . R3576300 "CV ACE INT DATE 19997 .. . * 52001000 CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2003
(a nythlng typed N R5453700 "cv:AGE:INT:DATE 2000" 2 dICtlonary flle ( .dCt) $3801100 CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2004
R7216000 "CV_AGE_INT DATE 2001" . 55401000 CV_AGE _INT_DATE 2005
the command 51531400 "CV_AGE_INT DATE 2002" downloaded from the NLS site 57501200 CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2006 i
. . 52001000 "CV_AGE_INT DATE 2003" . . =
window will Sse01100 Cv_ace T paTe 204" (type in the command window | | e P
$5401000 "CV_AGE INT DATE 2005" E| B2
appear here) 57501200 "CV_AGE_INT DATE 2006" beIOW) B =
T0008500 "CV_RGE_INT DATE 2007" Mame
T2011100 "CV_AGE_INT DATE 2008" Label
T3601500 "CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2009" Type
T5201400 "CV_AGE INT DATE 2010" Format
} Value Label
.
win W Notes
(8984 observations read) OUtpllt do = Data
Filename
e Label
Motes
Variables 20
— Obsenvations 8981
. Size 701.88K
Command window S -
H:\MyData\NLS CAP [NUM][OVR]
y i

\ Notice the working directory here 15



Opening Stata’s do-file editor

—dal

File Edit Data Graphics Statistics User Window Help
EH® & #-1HEIE OO
Review T # X |. cd "H:\MyData\NLS"
& Command r rc H:\MyData\NLS%
1 cd "H:\MyDatat MLS" o )
5 infile using Age.dct . infile using Age.dct
. L=l infile dictionary {
RO0O0DD100 "PUBID - YTH ID
RO536300 "EEY!S5EX (SYMBOL)
R0O536401 "KEY!BDATE M/Y |
R0O536402 "EEY!BDATE M/Y |
Type doedit inthe R1194100 "CV_AGE INT DATE
Command WindOW or R1235800 "CV_ SAMPLE TYPE
1 . . R1482600 "KEY!RALCE ETHNIC
click on the little R2553500 "CV_AGE INT DATE
‘notebook’ icon. R3876300 "CV_AGE INT DATE
R5453700 "CV_RGE INT DATE
R7216000 "CV_AGE INT DATE
51531400 "CV_AGE INT DATE

_ _

| File | Edit Tools View
)| New Ctrl+N 3 5
(% Open. Ctrl+0
Close hl
& 2
:::Zi: e shits The do-file editor will pop-up. Go
Insert File... to File->Open and look for
o= | Print.. i P the do-file from the NLS

Print Preview

Print Setup...

download. In this example is
called

Recent

» | | “Age-value-labels.do”

Exit

Mame

| 7| Age-value-labels.do

N

16



Adding value labels to the original variables

Once the file Age-value-labels.do is open, select all the commands starting with “1abel..”
and run them by clicking on the last icon at the top.

Cﬁ Do-file Editor - Age-value-labels.do

.

.

o 5 e |

File Edit Tools View .
y - Click here to run the selected
[ A =44 % 6 & = P S
I| -~ Age-value-tabels.do | Untitied.do : commands - x
- Execute Selection (do)

Il 1 label define v1R0000100 o "o" -
2 label wvalues R0000100 v1RO000100 b
3 label define w1R0536300 1 "Male”™ 2 "Female" 0 "No Information"™
4 label walues R0O536300 v1RO536300
5 label define vlR0536401 1 "1: January™ 2 "2: February"™ 32 "3: March™ 4 "4: April™ 5 "5: May™ & "6: June"

& label walues R0536401 v1R0536401

7 label define v1R1194100 12 mi2™ 13 "i3"™ 14 mi4m" 15 "i5™ 16 "ie™ 17 ™i7" 1§ "ig"®

8 label walues R1194100 v1R1154100

= label define v1R1235800 1 "Cross—sectional™ 0 "Oversample™

10 label walues R1235800 v1R1235800

11 label define v1R1482600 1 "Black™ 2 "Hispanic" 3 "Mixed Race (Non-Hispanic)" 4 "Non-Black / Non-Hispanic"
1z label walues R1482600 v1R1482600 =
13 label define wlR2553500 12 m™i2™ 13 ™i3"™ 14 ™i4™ 15 "is™ 16 "1e™ 17 ™iT7"™ 18 "ig"™

14 label walues R2553500 v1R2553500

15 label define wl1R3876300 12 m™i2™ 13 ™i3"™ 14 ™i4™ 15 "is™ 16 "1e™ 17 ™iT7"™ 18 "ig"™

16 label values R3876300 v1R3876300

17 label define v1R5453700 14 "i4™ 15 "15" 16 "16" 17 "i7"™ 18 "ig" 20 "20"

18 label wvalues R5453700 v1R5453700

18 label define v1R7216000 14 "i14™ 15 "15" 1& "1™ 17 "i17"™ 18 "ig"™ 18 ™is" 20 "20" 21 "21"

20 label walues R7216000 v1R721&000

21 label define w151531400 14 wi4™ 15 "iS5" 16 "1™ 17 "i17"™ 18 "ig"™ 19 migT 20 "20" 21 21T

22 label walues 51531400 w151531400

23 label define v152001000 ig wig™ 19 wig™ 20 "2Q0" 21 "2iv 22 "22" 23 w23n B
24 label walues 352001000 152001000

25 label define 153801100 ig m™isg™ 19 ™ig"™ 20 20" 21 w2iT 22 mw22m 23 m23"

28 label walues 53801100 v153801100

27 label define w155401000 20 m20™ 21 ™21 22 m22" 23 "23™ 24 "24m 25 "25" 26 "2g"

28 label walues 55401000 v155401000

29 label define 157501200 20 m20™ 21 ™z2imT 22 m22™ 23 "23" 24 "24m 25 "25" 26 "2g"

30 label walues 57501200 v157501200

31 label define w1T0008500 20 m20™ 21 ™z2imT 22 m22™ 23 "23" 24 "24m 25 "25" 26 "2g"

32 label values TO0008500 v1TO008500

23 label define v1T2011100 23 "23™ 24 ™24" 25 "25" 26 "26" 27 "27" 28 "28" 29 "29: BAge 29 or greater"”

34 label wvalues T2011100 v1T2011100

235 label define v1T3601500 24 "24™ 25 "25" 26 "26" 27 "27" 28 "28" 25 "29"

36 label wvalues T3601500 v1T3601500

37 label define v1T5201400 25 w25m™ 2§ "2g" 27 W2T" 28 "28" 29 m2gm™ 30 30T 31 "3AT

38 label walues T5201400 w1T5201400

39 /* Crosswalk for Reference number & Question name

40 * Uncomment and edit this RENAME statement to rename variables for ease of use.

41 * This command does not guarentee unigueness i
4| 1 +
Execute (do) Line: 39, Col: 0 || CAP || NUM || OVR

17



Renaming variables

In the file Age-value-labels.do you need to remove the “/*” in row 44

and “*/” in row 65. This will uncomment the commands between them.

One important edit is adding the years to the names of the variables that change

over time. In the example below, rows 49, 52-64 had originally the same name except
that now each has its corresponding year, this makes them unique. Other minor edits
were done in rows 46-48 and 51 (compare to the original)

Lﬂ Do-file Editor - Age-value-labels.do* ‘

Select and run

File Edit Tools View
NS H® A KEald 9 o -%F.8 80 5]
Age-value-labels.do™ | Untitled.do™ k -
Execute Selection (do)
34 label wvalues T2011100 +wlT2011100
B3y label define w1T3601500 24 mz4m 25 "ZEUERWEE "Ze" 2T "27
3a label walues T3601500 wl1T3&01500
37 label define v1T5201400 25 "2s" 2e "2am 2\ "2T" 28 "2E8
3a label wvalues T5201400 w1T5201400
35 /* Crosswalk for Reference nu & Question nam
40 * Uncomment and edit this statement to reigme varia
41 * This command does not guarentee unigqueness
42 */
|43 /® wgtartx ®/
44
2 I 45 rename RO0D00100 PUBID // PUBID
48 rename RO536300 GENDER // KEY!SEX
47 rename RO536401 BDATE M // EEY!BDATE M
I 48 rename RO536402 BDATE Y I EEY!BDATE Y
49 rename R1194100 CV_AGE INT DATE1937 // CV_AGE INT DATE
I 50 rename R1235800 CV_SAMPLE TYPE // CV_SBEMPLE TYPE
51 rename R14832600 RACE ETHNICITY 'y KEY!RACE ETHNICITY
| 52 rename R2553500 CV_AGE INT DATE1998 // CV_AGE INT DATE
llls= rename R3876300 CV_AGE INT DATE1999 // CV_AGE INI DATE
| 54 rename R5453700 CV_AGE INT DATE2000 // CV_AGE INT DATE
I & rename R7216000 CV_AGE INT DATE2001 // CV_AGE INT DATE
1 rename S1531400 CV_AGE INT DATE2002 // CV_AGE INT DATE
57 rename 52001000 CV_AGE INT DATE2003 // CV_AGE INT DATE
58 rename S3801100 CV_AGE INT DATEZ2004 // CV_AGE INT DATE
59 rename 55401000 CV_AGE INT DATE2005 // CV_AGE INT DATE
a0 rename ST7501200 CV_AGE INT DATEZ2006 // CV_AGE INT DATE
6l rename TO008500 CV_AGE INT DATE2007 // CV_AGE INI DATE
[ rename T2011100 CV_AGE INT DATE2008 // CV_AGE INT DATE
a3 rename T3601500 CV_AGE INT DATE2009 // CV_AGE INT DATE
64 rename T5201400 CV_AGE INT DATEZ2010 // CV_AGE INT DATE
65
a6 /% *end® */
a7 J#* To convert wvariable names to lower case use the TOLOWER

For more on rename see http://dss.princeton.edu/training/StataTutorial.pdf#page=33

1 Before

Variables
Variable
RO000100
RO536300
RO536401
RO536402
F1194100
R1235800
R1482600
R2553500
R3B76300
R5453700
R7216000
51531400
52001000
53801100
55401000
57501200

T 3 x

Label

PUBID - ¥TH ID' CODE 1997
KEY!'SEX (SYMBOL) 1997
KEYIBDATE M/Y (SYMBOL) 1997
KEYIBDATE M/Y (SYMBOL) 1997
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 1997
CV_SAMPLE_TYPE 1997
KEY!RACE_ETHNICITY (SYMBO...
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 1998
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 1999
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2000
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2001
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2002
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2003
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2004
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2005
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2006

3 After

Variables
Wariable
PUBID
GENDER
BDATE_M
BDATEY
CV_AGE_INT_DATE
CV_SAMPLE_TYPE
RACE_ETHMICITY
CV_AGE_INT_DATE1988
CV_AGE_INT_DATE1999
CV_AGE_INT_DATE2000
CV_AGE_INT_DATE2001
CV_AGE_INT_DATE2002
CV_AGE_INT_DATE2003
CV_AGE_INT_DATE2004
CV_AGE_INT_DATE2005
CV_AGE_INT_DATE2006

Label

PUBID - ¥TH ID CODE 1997
KEY!SEX (SYMBOL) 1997
KEYIBDATE MY (SYMBOL) 1997
KEY!BEDATE M/Y (SYMBOL) 1997
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 1997
CV_SAMPLE_TYPE 1997
KEY!RACE_ETHNICITY (SYMBO...
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 1998
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 1999
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2000
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2001
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2002
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2003
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2004
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2005
CV_AGE_INT_DATE 2006

m

m
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Looking at the data

If you type browse in the command line you will see the data set. As it is now, each row represents
one individual. While you can start working with this format, it is not ideal for panel data analysis.

| File Edit View Data Tools I
(2 g @ EHE v 8w
PUBID1] 1 |
[ e PUBID GENDER EDATE_M BDATE_Y CV_AGE_INT~E CV_SAMPLE_~E RACE_ETHNI~Y CV_AGE_~1988 CV_AGE_~1999 C = |\-"aliahlt5 n
| @ 1 E E] 1381 15 1 4 17 18 D A, Filter variables here
[*¥]
g z 2 1 7 1982 14 1 2 16 17 Variable Label L
=S 3 3 2 9 1983 13 1 2 15 16 ¥ PUBID PUEID - v
7 _
— F 4 z z 1981 15 1 2 17 18 ¥ GENDER KEVISEX (<
A | . -]
5 5 1 10 1982 15 1 2 16 17 % BDATE.M KEVIBDATIE
A .| i
& & z 1 1982 15 1 z 16 17 W BDATE.Y KEVIBDAT
7 7 1 1983 14 1 2 15 16 W CV_AGEINT ... CV_AGE.I
8 8 z 1981 16 1 4 17 18 K CV SAMPLE ... CV_SAMP
| — L —
? 9 1 10 1982 15 1 4 16 17 W RACE_ETHNL. KEVIRACE
2 — . .
10 10 1 3 1984 14 1 4 14 15 ¥ CV_AGEINT.... CV_AGEI
A . - —r - -
11 11 z & 1982 15 1 2 16 17 W CV_AGEINT ... CV AGET
1z 1z 1 10 1981 15 1 z 17 18 2 CV_AGE_INT_ CV_AGE_II'
13 13 1 11 1984 12 1 2 13 15 TRV T T TR VTR
14 14 1 7 1980 17 1 2 18 -5 d k
15 15 z 1 1983 15 1 2 15 17 Properties ¥
16 16 1 z 1982 15 1 2 16 17 B Variables o
17 17 z 11 1981 15 1 z 17 18 Mame PUEID
18 18 1 2 1982 15 1 1 16 17 Label PUEID - ¥TH
15 15 1 4 1984 1z 1 1 14 15 Type float
o
20 z0 1 12 1980 16 1 1 17 19 Format #9.09 L
Yalue Label =
21 21 1 5 1982 14 1 2 16 17 Na HELEnE
t
22 22 1 & 1982 14 1 2 16 17 oS
B Data
23 23 z 1 1983 14 1 z 15 16 -
Filename
24 24 1 6 1984 12 1 2 14 15 Label
25 25 2 3 1983 13 1 2 15 16
Motes
26 26 1 10 1980 16 1 1 18 12 = | |yarisbles 20
< il D QOhservations 8.984 3
Ready Yars: 20 Order: Dataset || Obs: 8,984 || Filter: Off || Mode: Browse | CAP |NUM | Al



Preparing the data for panel analysis

To run panel regression you need to reshape the data so it looks like the example in this
document: https://www.princeton.edu/~otorres/Panel101.pdf

For details on how to reshape data see slide 7 in the above documen:

Since we already have a unique id for this dataset, in the command line we can just type

reshape long CV_AGE INT DATE, i (PUBID) j(YEAR)

. reshape long CV AGE INT DATE, i(PUBID) j(YEAR)
(note: j = 18997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010)

Data wide -> long
Humkber of obs. 8984 -= 125776
Humber of wariables 20 - 8
j wariable (14 wvalues) -> YEAR

®Xij wariables:
CV_AGE INT DATE1997 CV_AGE INT DATE19%8 ... CV_AGE INT DATE2010->CV _AGE INT DATE

Notice that reshape only applies to variables that are observed over time (i.e. have a year suffix), in
this case CV_ AGE INT DATE. If you have other variables you can add them to the list, for
example:

reshape long CV _AGE INT DATE VAR2 VAR3 VAR4, i (PUBID) j (YEAR) 20


https://www.princeton.edu/~otorres/Panel101.pdf

Looking at the reshaped data

If you type browse in the command line you will see that the dataset has only one CV_AGE_INT_DATE variable and all the years are
in rows. Here, each row represents an individual per year. Data for individual 1 ends at row 14, data for individual 2 starts at row 15.
You can analyze the data using the panel data techniques shown in this document https://www.princeton.edu/~otorres/
Panel101.pdf

File Edit View Data Tools
=1 TE =T R A A=
vard[11] |
@ FUBID YEAR GENDER. EDATE_M EDATE_Y  CV_SAMPLE_~E RACE_ETHNI~Y CV_AGE_INT~E - |‘u'ariahlt5 q
g 1 1 1337 2 3 1381 1 4 15 D A, Filter variables here

‘:]; 2 1 1998 2 3 1981 1 4 17 Variahle Label

= 3 1 19399 2 3 19381 1 4 18 & PUBID PUBID - YTH
4 1 2000 2 3 1981 1 4 19 & VEAR
5 1 2001 2 3 1981 1 4 20 & GENDER KEVISEX (SYM
& 1 2002 2 3 1981 1 4 21 & BDATE M KEVIEDATE M
7 1 2003 2 3 1981 1 4 22 & BDATE YV KEVIBDATE M
8 1 2004 2 3 19381 1 4 23 1 CV_SAMPLE ... CV_SAMPLE.
£} i 2005 2 ] 1981 1 4 24 & RACE_ETHNL. KEVIRACE ET
10 1 2006 2 3 1981 1 4 25 & CV_AGEINT..
11 1 2007 2 3 1981 1 4 26 :
12 1 2008 2 3 1981 1 4 27
13 1 2009 2 3 19381 1 4 ze
14 i 2010 2 ] 1981 1 4 29 1 " 4
15 2 1997 1 7 1982 1 2 14 Properties T
16 z 1938 1 7 1982 1 2 16 B Variables =
17 z 1399 1 7 1382 1 z 17 Mame
18 z 2000 1 7 1982 1 z 18 Label
19 2 2001 1 7 1982 1 2 19 Type
20 z 2002 1 7 1982 1 z 20 Format A
21 z 2003 1 7 1982 1 z 21 Value Label 1
2z z 2004 1 7 1982 1 z 22 otes
23 z 2005 1 7 1382 1 z 23 = Data

Filename
24 2 2006 1 7 1982 1 2 -5 Label L
25 z 2007 1 7 1982 1 z -5 Notes
26 z 2008 1 7 1982 1 z 26 - Variables 8
[l I (it Observations 125.776 21 ™
Ready | Vars:8 Order Dataset || Obs:125776 || Filter Off || Mode: Browse |[CAP|NUM|
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Adding value labels (...again, part 1)

Notice that reshaping the data removed the value labels added before (type talb GENDER to check it). If you go
back to the do-file Age-value-labels.do, select and copy (Ctrl-C) rows 3-12 (or until you see categories).
Copy the code at the end of the do-file (see next slide)

|| Do-file Editar - Age-value-labels.do L | B |

File Edit Tools View

NE A X9 F'FR (05
Age-value-labels.do | Untitled.do* | - X

1 label define w1ROQO00100 Qo mgm -
2 label walues RO000100 wlROQOO100 il
3 label define w1R0536300 1 "Male™ 2 "Female™ 0 "No Information"™

4 label walues RO536300 wlR0O536300

5 label define wv1RO0S536401 1 "1l: January™ 2 "2: February™ 3 "3: March™ 4 "4: April™ 5§ "5: May™ & "6: June"™

& label walues RO536401 wlR0536401

7 label define wlR1194100 12 ™i2™ 13 ™13™ 14 ™i4™ 15 "15™ 1& "1&™ 17 miT"™ 1§ ™is™

8 label walues R1194100 wlR1194100

k] label define v1R1235800 1 "Cross-sectional™ 0 "Oversample™

10 label walues R1235800 wlR1235800

11 label define v1R1482&00 1 "BElack™ 2 "Hispanic" 3 "Mixed Race (Hon-Hispanic)™ 4 "Hon-Elack / Hon-Hispanic"” E
12 label wvalues R1482600 wlR1482&00

13 label define wlR2553500 12 ™i2™ 13 ™i3™ 14 ™il4™ 15 "15™ 1& "ig™ 17 "iT"™ 1§ "isg™
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Adding value labels (...again, part 2)

Notice that the lines starting with “1abel wvalues..” have the variables’ old names.

To match the old and new names, look at the ‘rename’ section, rows 46-48, 50, 51.

Manually replace the first name appearing in the lines starting with “1abel wvalues..” (in this example start
with ‘R’) with the new names as they appear in the rename section (remember that Stata is case sensitive).
Select the code (see the ‘After’ column below) and run it by clicking on the last icon in the do-file.

Before
label define wlRO536300 1 "Male™ 2 "Female™ 0 "Ho Inf
label walues RO536300 wlRO536300
label define wlRO0536401 1 "1: January™ 2 "2: February"
label wvalues R0536401 v1lR0536401
label define wlR1194100 1z m™i2™ 13 ™13™ 14 "14™ 15 ™
label wvalues R1154100 wlR1194100
label define w1R1235800 1 "Cross-sectional™ 0 "Oversam
label wvalues R1235800 wlR1235800
label define wlR1482&00 1 "Black™ 2 "Hispanic"™ 3 "Mix
label wvalues R1482600 wvlR1482600
. tab GENDER .
label
KEY!SEX label
(SYMBOL) 1937 Fred. Percent Cum. lakel
label
ol oam wn oy 4 e
label
Total 125,776 100.00 label
label
label

For more on adding value labels see slide 34 here https://www.princeton.edu/~otorres/StataTutorial.pdf

define
values
define
values
define
values
define
values
define
values

After
w1R0536300 1 "Male™ 2 "Female™ 0 "No Infor
GENDER wlR0536300
w1R0536401 1 "1: January™ 2 "2: February"
BDATE M vl1R0536401
w1R1194100 12 mi12™ 13 ™i3™ 14 ™i4™ 15 ™1kt
BDATE ¥ vlR1154100
w1R1235800 1 "Cross-sectional™ 0 "Oversampl
CV_SaMPLE TYPE w1R12Z35800
w1R1482600 1 "Black™ 2 "Hispanic™ 3 "Mixed
RACE ETHNICITY wv1R1482600
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The End

Do not forget to save the datafile by either using the menu, go to ‘File’->’Save As’ or typing:
save name-of-your-file, replace

This will save the Stata file in the working directory specified at the beginning, it will have extension *.dta. The first

time the ‘replace’ option is not necessary but if after saving you make changes to the dataset you will need to use
it to update the file.

Now the data is ready for analysis, see here

https://www.princeton.edu/~otorres/Panel101.pdf

https://www.princeton.edu/~otorres/StataTutorial.pdf

Once again, for more details | suggest to look at the following links:

Getting Started: How to Get the Most from This Site
— https://www.nlsinfo.org/content/getting-started

How to Use the NLS Investigator
— https://www.nlsinfo.org/InvestigatorGuide/investigator guide TOC.html
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