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Setting OneDrive

Before using Princeton Virtual Desktops (PVD) you need to setup your
Princeton OneDrive (if not already).

OneDrive is a cloud storage from Microsoft where you can access your
files from any device.

OneDrive will be the main link between your computer and the virtual
desktop where Stata is running.

OneDrive works like any other folder in your computer. When you
logon into the Princeton University network or via VPN and open file
explorer (Windows) or finder (Mac), you should see the OneDrive icon

& OneDrive



Setting OneDrive

Double-click on the icon
& Onelrve

A window will pop-up, follow the prompts to setup OneDrive.
At the end, you should see a folder called “OneDrive —
Princeton University”

° ° . . 4 Downleads pictures
In Windows it will look like -

@ OneDrive - Princeton University

[ This PC

If you have problems with the setup,
contact OIT at helpdesk@princeton.edu 3 Documents
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Setting OneDrive

Once OneDrive is ready, you can copy files to the
‘Documents’ folder to use in Stata (in the virtual machine).

« ¥ o/~ @ > OneDrive - Princeton University
Name
#r Quick access
= . Desktop
= Documents .
vocments | 4N Copy files here
4 Downloads -
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& OneDrive

@ OneDrive - Princeton University

[ This PC
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[ Desktop

= Documents



Accessing Stata
Go to this link and follow the prompts to login (if any):

http://www.princeton.edu/pvd

Once you are in, you should see the following:

~ Princeton Virtual Desktops

StataSE 17 Student Labs

1

Click here to run Stata
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http://www.princeton.edu/pvd

Accessing Stata

After selecting Stata, two windows will pop-up in sequence,
the first one:

A Access local resources

Allow the remote computer to access the following resources on my computer:

v Clipboard

|:| Don't ask me again for connections to this computer

Allow

1

Click ‘Allow’
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Accessing Stata

The second one to login, replace “your netID” with your
actual netlD:

Enter your credentials

Usemnmame

your_netlD@ princeton.edu

Password

Click ‘Submit’
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Accessing Stata

Once you login it will take you to the virtual machine
running Windows.

For Mac users this may sound strange but yes, you are in
Windows environment.

The Stata window will show up, it may take a little while
depending on your connection.

Once it opens, it should look like the screenshot in the next
page...
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# | Command | | SE-Standard Edition | Label

B8 This PC 7 S
= There are no items to show. e . . There are no items to show.
Statistics and Data Science Copyright 1985-2021 StataCorp LLC

StataCorp

4905 Lakeway Drive

College Station, Texas 77845 USA

800-STATA-PC https://www.stata.com

979-696-4600 statafistata.com

Stata license: 55-student lab perpetual -‘
Serial number:
Licensed to: Princeton Virtual Desktops
Princeton University

Notes:
% Network i Unir.:ode is supported;'see he}p unicede_advice. Properties
= 2. Maximum number of variables is set to 5,000; see help set_maxvar. al <>

Running C:\Program Files\Statal7\profile.do ... 4 Variables
Name
Label
, Type
6items Format
Value label
Notes
4 Data

Access other
available

software
here

C:\Users\ netID\OneDrive - Princeton University\Documents CAP NUM INS

Working directory mapping to OneDrive.
This is where all you files should be saved. You can access
them in the virtual machine and in your laptop.

Click here to see the folders

Ll © Type here to search O & ®|m =




To open Stata files (try not to double-click)...

Go to File = Open

Look for the Stata file.

* Stata data files have
extension *.dta.

* Stata do-files have
extention *.do

* Stata dictionary files have
extension *.dct

Copy the code to your do-
file for future reference
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Importing files to Stata...

Go to File 2 Import

Select the type of file and

follow the prompts.

* If importing an Excel file,
make sure to check “Import
first row as variable names”

* Before clicking OK, check the
“Preview” window to make
sure the data is being read
correctly.

Copy the code to your do-file
for future reference
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Edit Data Graphics
Open...

Open data subset...

View...

Do...

Filename...

Change working directory...
Log

Import

Export

Print

Example datasets...
Recent files

Exit

Ctrl+0
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4 BB

User Window Help
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Statistics/Data analysis

Special Edition

—
Excel spreadsheet (*.xls;* xlsx) ok
Text data (delimited, *.csv, ...) 47
SPSS data (*.sav) U
SAS data (*.sas7bdat) Y
Text data in fixed format
Text data in fixed format with a dictionary or
Unformatted text data of g
SAS XPORT Version 8 (*.v8xpt)
SAS XPORT Version 5 (*.xpt)
Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED)
Haver Analytics database
ODBC data source
dBase (*.dbf)

e

Select the
data
format you
are trying
to import
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If you need to change the working directory...

Go to File 2 Change Working Directory

File Edit Data Graphics Statistics User Window Help
Open... Ctrl+0 102 B

Select the folder where

Open data subset...

. . TAX
your files are stored. This ol — — —
. . /1
will ensure that anything | =
- - DC... ow
you create in Stata will be o speciol. &4
Saved in that folder. Change working directory...
Log ¢
IEmpcrt Stata license:
xport ’ erial number:
Copy the code to your - = ’ serial nurber:
dO'fiIe for fUtU re Example datasets...
reference Sl ' . Unicod
X! 2. Maximu
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Warnings when using PVD...

If you close the browser, the session will end and you will lose any unsaved
work. Make sure to save your work frequently.

After 60 minutes of inactivity your PVD session will end. Again, save your work
frequently.

You can only open one virtual session at a time. If you try to open a second
one, the first one will close. Save your work frequently.

You cannot print from the PVD to the local printer. You need to access the file
from your laptop and print it from there. From the PVD you can print files to
PDF, save in OneDrive, open them in your laptop, and print them.

If you save files on the desktop or the documents folder in the virtual machine,
those files will be deleted 30 days after the final exams for the current
semester. Make sure to save your files to the Princeton OneDrive, and have
backups in your laptop, Google drive, and a portable drive.

Source: https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=kb article&sys id=KB0012822#section5



https://princeton.service-now.com/service?id=kb_article&sys_id=KB0012822#section5

Need more computer power?

If you are working with big files and Stata in PVD is running too slow or not
running at all, you have some options:

Princeton Research Computing has high-performing computer clusters

that can handle really big datasets. See here for instructions on how to
access Stata in Adroit:

https://dss.princeton.edu/training/MyAdroitStata.pdf. For more
information contact Research Computing at cses@princeton.edu.
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Additional information...

You can also access the Princeton Virtual Desktops by
remote connection. For instructions and/or to learn what
other software is available see here:

http://www.princeton.edu/learnpvd

For questions regarding access to Princeton Virtual Desktops
contact OIT at helpdesk@priceton.edu.
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