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Abstract

This appendix contains two sets of supplemental results. First, we include a summary of vote and

term data used in the main paper. Second, we include the top and ten bottom words for each of the

first six dimensions identified by SFA when applied to only the term data.
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Total Terms Frequent Terms

Senate Senators Votes Number % Zero Number % Zero Minimum Maximum

105 100 613 2880504 97.8 3168 10.7 0 2838

106 102 670 940615 94.6 3804 13.9 0 2995

107 100 633 765696 94.6 3155 13.3 0 4993

108 100 676 813635 94.6 3384 13.5 0 3702

109 101 645 788693 94.7 3350 13.7 0 3816

110 102 658 846720 94.6 3711 15.2 0 5211

111 110 697 783331 95.0 3473 19.9 0 3494

112 101 487 572247 94.7 2532 15.1 0 2946

Table 1: Data summary by Senate. The first three columns report the session of the Senate, the
number of distinct Senators who served, and the total number of votes cast. A “term” is a stemmed one-
or two- word phrase. We restrict our attention to frequent terms, excluding “stop words” see the text for
details.
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